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The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society
claims to be a prophet like Ezekiel and other Biblical prophets.

The Bible gives us a test for false prophets in Deuteronomy 18:20-22.

“‘However, the prophet who presumes to speak in my name a word that | have not
commanded him to speak or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet must
die. And in case you should say in your heart: ‘How shall we know the word that
Jehovah has not spoken?’ when the prophet speaks in the name of Jehovah and the
word does not occur or come true, that is the word that Jehovah did not speak. With
presumptuousness the prophet spoke it. You must not get frightened at him”
(Deuteronomy 18:20-22, New World Translation.)

Results of testing the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society against Deuteronomy 18:20-22:

1000 year reign of Christ (millennium) to begin in 1873

1000 year reign of Christ (millennium) to begin in 1874

By 1914, Jesus has full control. Gentile governments overthrown. World-wide anarchy.
Full establishment of Kingdom of God in the Earth. God’s Kingdom replaces man’s
governments.

In 1918 God will destroy the “churches wholesale” and “church members by millions”
Fall of 1920 will bring “world-wide all embracing anarchy”

1925 will bring the resurrection of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and other Patriarchs
1940: Armageddon was very near, “‘remaining months”

1000 year reign of Christ (millennium) to begin in 1975

1999: Christian missionary work to be completed by end of 20th Century

“‘Beloved ones, do not believe every inspired expression, but test the inspired
expressions to see whether they originate with God, because many false prophets
have gone forth into the world” (1 John 4:1, New World Translation.)
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Covenant of the League of Nations was
mede a part of that peace tresty.

When the League of Nations was pro-
posed as an international organization for
world peace and security, the bloodstained
religiovs organizations backed it, seizing
upon this circumstance as an opportunity
to “save face.,” The Church of England
and the churches of Canada supported
the League, since Great Britain was the
League’s proposer and chief backer. In
the United States of America there was
the Ferderal Couneil of the Churches of
Christ in America (superseded in 1950 by
the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the US.A., a federation of 33
Protestant and Orthodox churches). On
December 18, 1918, this Council sent its
adopted Declaration to the American pres-
ident and urged him to work for the
League. The Declaration said, in part:

“Such & League iy not a mere political

expedient; it is rather the political expres-
sion of the Xingdom of God on earth. ...
The Church can give = spirit of good-will,
without which no Leagus of Nations can
endure. . . . The League of Nations is rooted

in the Gospel Like the Gospel, Its objective
is ‘peace on earth, good-will toward men'”

By accepting the League of Natlons as
“the political expression of the Kingdom
of God on sarth,” the members of the
Federal Council of churches were really
accepting a counterfeit “Kingdom of God
on earth.’” Why? Because Jesus Christ, the
Head of the church, when on trial for his
life before the Roman governor Pontius
Pilate, in 33 C.E., sald: “My kingdom does
not belong to this world. If it did, my fol-
lowers would be fighting to save me from
arrest by the Jews. My kingly authority
comes from elsewhere.” (John 18:36, New
English Bibls) The fact that they were
not, as a body, a commissioned messenger
of God was made clear and their hypocrisy
exposed when, twenty years later, the
League of Nations was kmocked out of
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business by the outbreak of World War IL
The churches again entered into this war
with all their might, encouraging their
members to take part.

WHAT IS REQUIRED OF GOD'S MESSENGEE

Therefore, when it came time for the
name of Jehovah and his purposes to be
declared to the people, along with God's
warning that Christendom Is in her “time
of the end,” who qualified to be commis-

sionedT\Who was willing to undertake this

monumental task as Jehovah's “servant”?
Was there anvone to whom Jehovah's

heavenly “chariot” could roll up and whom
it could confront? More accuratelv, was

there anv on whom Jehovah would
be willing to %tow the commission to
speak as a “prophet” In His name, as was
done toward Ezekiel back there in 613
B.C.E.?(What were the gualifications?
Certainly such a messenger or “servant”
group would have to be made up of per-
sons who had not been defiled with blood-
guiit as had Christendom and the rest of
Babylon the Great, the world empire of
false religion, by sharing in carnal war-
fare. In fact, they would be a group that
had come out from the religious organi-
zations of Babylon the Great. More than
that, they would be persons who not only
saw the hypocrisy and God-defaming ac-
ton of these religions, but in addition ac-
tuaily rejected them and turned to Jeho-
vah God in true worship of him as set
forth in the Bible."Who would they be?
In identifying the group that is truly
commissioned as God's messenger, these
are points for us to consider seriously. God
does not deal with persons who Ignore his
Word and go according to their own in.
dependent ideas. Nor does he recognize
these who make a profession of serving
him and at the same time associate with
religions that teach God-dishonoring doc-
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trines, No one can serve two masters,
claiming to be a worshiper of God and
meddling with the politics, the radical
movements and other schemes of this
world, (Matt. 6:24) Jehovah's chief repre-
sentative, Jesus Christ, said: “Not every-
one saying to me, Lord, Lord, will enter
into the kingdom of the heavens, but the
one doing the will of my Father who is in
the heavens will.”—Matt. T:2L

It iz of Importance to every individual
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vah has commissioned as his “servant” or
messenger. We must recognize and under-
stand the warning that he brings. We need
to_take action on the warning to safe-
guard our lives, for they are in a danger
Aas grave as that of the lives of Jerusalem's
citizens as that city neared destruction.
For this reason forthcoming issues o

Watchtower will further discuss the iden-

tty and work of Jehovah's commissioned
messenger as reve in His vision to

on earth to identifv the up that Jeho-

kzekiel,

® Why did the Mosale law prohibit the eating
of fat?—-US.A

Under the Law given to the Israelites, both
the biood and the fat were considered as bee
longing exclusively to Jehovah God. The Law
stated: "It iz s statute to time indefinite for
your generations, In all your dwelllng places:
You must not eat any fat or any bload at all”
—lev. 3:1T.

The blood represents the life of a person.

or an animal For this reason the Bible speaks
of the “soul” as being “In the blood.” (Gen.
9:4; Lev. 1T:11, 14) Since only Jehovah God
can give life, life or that which represents life,
the blood, rightly belongs to him.

The fat was regarded as the best or richest
part. This iz evident from such figurative ex-
pressions as the “fat part of the land,” “the
best [literally, the fat] of the oil,” and “the
best [literally, the fat] of the new wine and
the grain.” (Gen. 45:18; Num. 18:12) Thus
the prohibition agninst eating fat evidemtly
sarved to impress upon the Israelites that the
“firat™ or best parta belong to Jehovah, to be
offered up to him In sacrifice. The eating of
fat would therefore have been an illegal ap-
propriation ~of something that had been sanc-
tifled ta Jehovah It would hive been an in-
vasion of his rights. However, in the case of

an animal that died of itself or was killed by
another beast, fat could bz used for other
purpases.—Lav. T7:23.25

Many Bible commentators believe that the
command about fat pertained only to animals
acceptable for sacrifice. But there are indica-
tions that this prohibition agaulnst eszting fat
applied to the fat of all animals. The In-
Junction respecting fat is linked with the one
Tegarding blood. And tha blood of all animals
was prohibited for food. (Lev. 17:13, 14; Deut.
12:15, 16) Reasonably, therefors, the regula-
tion regarding fat llkewise embraced the fat
of all animals,

It may also be noted t at proper bleeding
did not remove every moiecule of blood from
the meat, and yet the residuve of blood re-
maining did not make the meat unfit for con-
sumption. Similarly, the prohibidon on the
eating of fat did not render meat with traces
of fat unsuitable for food.

Of course, the prohibition on fat did not
rule out the feeding or fattening of sheep or
cattle for the table. The Seriptures even men-
don “fattened cuckoos” (1 KL 4:23) In view
of the restriction on the use of fat for food,
evidently the ‘lfattening’ was not for the pur-
pose of producing layers of fat, but that the
anlmals might become fuli-fleshed, not skinny.

At Deutcronomy 32:14 the reference o the
“fat of rams” as being given to the Israelltes
is figurative. It designates the best of the
fiock (similar to the English expression “the
cream of the crop”). Hence The Jerusalem
Bible reads, “rich food of the pasturea” The
words of Nehemiah 8:10, “Go, eat the fatty
things,” are to be understood sirnilarly. The
“fatty things" figuratively denote rich, luscious
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EHOVAH GOD is interested in having

people know him. Though he is invis-
ible to human eyes, he provides various
ways by which they can know his per-
sonality. They can know what to expect
from him and what he expects of them.

One can come to understand that Je-
hovah is a God of surpassing wisdom by
observing creation. This also reveals the
loving care with which he designed things
for man’s welfare and enjoyment. A
second way to know God is through his
Word of truth, the Bible, Herein one finds
the full expression of Jehovah's purpose
foward mankind—why man is on the earth
and the blessings that God has in store.

A third way of coming to know Jeho-
vah God is through his representatives. In
ancient times he sent prophets as his spe-
cial messengers. While these men foretold
things to come, they also served the peo-
ple by telling them of God’s will for them
at that time, often also warning them of
dangers and calamities. People today can
view the creative works. They have at
hand the Bible, but it is little read or un-
derstood. So, does Jehovah have a proph-
gt to help them, to warn them of dangers
and fo declare things to come?

IDENTIFYING THE “PROPHET”
These questions can be answered in the
affirmative. Who is this prophet? The cler-

gy of the so-called
“Christian” nations hold
themselves hefore the
people as being the ones
commissioned to speak
for God. But, as pointed
out in the previous issue
of this magazine, they
have failed God and
failed as proclaimers of
his kingdom by approv-
ing a man-made political
organization, the League
of Nations (now the
United Nations), as “the political expres-
sion of the Kingdom of God on earth.”

However, Jehovah did nof let the peo-
ple of Christendom, as led by the clergy,
go without being warned that the League
was a counterfeit substitute for the real
kingdom of God. He had a “prophet” to
warn them. This “prophet” was not one
man, but was a body of men and women.
It was the small group of footstep follow-
ers of Jesus Christ, known at that time
as International Bible Students. Today
they are known as Jehovah's Christian
witnesses. They are still proclaiming a
warning, and have been joined and as-
sisted in their commissioned work by hun-
dreds of thousands of persons who have
listened to their message with belief,

Of course, it is easy to say that this
group acts as a “prophet” of God. If is
another thing to prove it. The only way
that this can be done is to review the
record. What does it show?

During the World War I period this
group, the International Bible Students,
was very active in preaching the good
news of God’s kingdom, as their Leader
Jesus Christ had set this work before them
in his prophecy at Matthew 24:14. They
took literally Jesus’ words to the Roman
governor Pontius Pilate: “My kingdom is
no part of this world.” (John 18:36) They
also took to heart Jesus’ words to his fol-
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was sent were “insolent of face and hard
of heart.,” At the time, they might not
view or appreciate him as a prophet of
Jehovah. Nevertheless, whether they paid
attention to him or refrained, the occasion
was to come when these rebellious people
would “know also that a prophet himself
happened to be in the midst of them.”
Jehovah would confirm him as a prophet
then by causing what Ezekiel prophesied
to come true. (Ezek. 2:3-5) Ezekiel was
further told:

“And you, O son of man, do not be afraid
of them; and of their words do not be afraid,
bhecause there are obstinate ones and things
pricking you and it is among scorpions that
you are dwelling, Of their words do not you
be afraid, and at their faces do not you be
struck with terror, for they are a rebellious
house. And you must speak my words to
them, regardless of whether they hear or
they refrain, for they are a case of rebellion.”
~—Ezek. 2:6, 7.

Since the year 1919 C.E. Jehovah's wit-
nesses have found circumsiances to be just
like that as they have made the widest
possible declaration of the good news of
the Kingdom in 207 lands of the earth.

To Ezekiel, in his vision, and, symboli-
cally to the modern-day “prophet,” the
spirit-begotien, anointed ones who are the
nucleus of Jehovah's witnesses today, God
gave something to eat. Ezekiel says:

“And I bhegan to see, and, look! there was
a hand thrust out to me, and, look! in it
there was the roll of a book. And he grad
ually spread it out before me, and it was
written upon in front and on the back; and
there were written in it dirges and moaning
and wailing.”" ~Ezek. 2:8-10.

No space on the scroll being wasted, it
being written upon on both sides, it was
a full message, containing a great deal of
gloomy messages of calamity, back there
to Jewry, and today to Christendom. Why
g0? Because in both instances Jehovah's
professed people were so rebellious and
set in their ungodly way that Jehovah had
to pronounce judgment upon them.

e WATCHTOWER.
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The scroll was doubtless delivered fo
Ezekiel by the hand of one of the cherubs
in the vision. This would indicate that
Jehovah's witnesses today make their dec-
laration of the good news of the Kingdom
under angelic direction and support. (Rev.
14:6, 7; Matt. 25:31, 32) And since no
word or work of Jehovah can fail, for he

is God Almighty, the nations will see the
fulfilment of what these witnesses say as

directed from heaven,

Yes, the time must come shortly that
the nations will have to know that really
a “prophet” of Jehovah was among them.
Actually now more than a million and a
half persons are helping that collective or
composite “prophet” in his preaching work
and well over that number of others are
studying the Bible with the *“prophet”
group and its compamnions.

So Jehovah has made every provision
for individuals to know him and to receive
his loving-kindness and life. Thus there is
no excuse for Christendom’s pecple not to
know Jehovah. More than that, Jehovah
is interested not oniy in the vindication of
his own name but also in vindicating his
“prophet.” Through another of his ancient
prophets, Isaiah, he said to Jewry just
as he says to Christendom today: “Look!
My own servants will ery out joyfully be-
cause of the good condition of the heart,
but you yourselves will make outeries be-
cause of the pain of heart and you will
howl because of sheer breakdown of spir-
it.”—Isa. 65:14.

Even today we hear complaints from
Christendom’s churches about dwindling
church attendance and see many young
men abandoning the priesthood and the
ministerial profession. Yet at the same
time we see spiritual prosperity and con-
tentment among those proclaiming Jeho-
vah’s Messianic kingdom. We may look for
an even more marked fulfillment of Isa-
iah’s words in the near future.

The Watchtower, April 1, 1972
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be done, a work that would run from the
beginning of that period of consummation
until the accomplished end of it. It was a
work toward all the inhabited earth, to-
ward all the nations, a work of being wit-
nesses to all these nations concerning God’s
kingdom of good news, For more than four
years World War I occupied the time and
attention of over thirty nations, till near
the close of 1918; and the religious systems
of Christendom threw themselves into the
war on the sides of their respective nations.
Certainly they had no time for preaching
God's kingdom of good news then. As re-
gards Jehovah's witnesses, the religious
systems of Christendom stirred up the po-
litical, military and judicial authorities to
cut down or almost stop the public preach-
ing that Jehovah’s witnesses were trving
to do concerning the meaning of world con-
ditions and the times and events. Came the
vear 1919, and the work of withessing to
the nations in fulfillment of Jesus' words
was still there to do. It faced all men who
claimed to follow and abey Jesus. In that
opening year for postwar decisions and
work the question of highest importance
to Christendom and to all who called them-
selves Christians was, not, Should all na-
tions get together in a peace league? but,
Who will be Jehovah's prophet te the na-
tions, to speak to them everything that He
should command? Who will be the modern
Jeremizh?

1t Jaremiah prophesied forty years in
the time of the end of the kingdom of Ju-
dah. So who will prophesy with his mes-
sage in this time of the end of the nations
of this world?

1z Back there, about forty years ago,
that was the question, Today we may ask,
How was the question answered? There
are facts to show. We should not appeal to
religious pride or boasting or sclf-made

12. (2} How can we find the answer to the question?
(b) What must the combined answer be on the part
of all the things consulted ?
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claims. We should appeal to the facts. Let
facts speak for themselves, Consult the
factual record of Christendom's religious
systems, Catholic and Profestant, not to
speak of Jewry. More than that, examine
also what those religious systems are do-
ing today. Then consult the record of the
one religious organization that all Chris-
tendom’s religious organizations and Jew-
ry strenuously opposed during World War I
and have opposed since, Everybody knows
that this opposed organization of Chris-
tians is Jehovah’s witnesses. Consult the
newspaper reports or magazine articles,
the police and judicial court records, yes,
consult the homes of the millions of people
who have been visited by these witnesses
of Jehovah, apart from their own annual
reports and the Yearbooks of Jehovah's
witnesses. Ask all these what the witnesses
have been doing since 1919 fill this very
hour. The combined answer will be that
they have been preaching by all the means
and channels of publicity. They have spe-
cialized on preaching just one thing, and
that is, God's kingdom of good news, This
they have preached, as Jesus commanded,
“for the purpose of a witness to all the na-
tions,” including the nations behind the
Iron Curtain.

1 The fact that decides the answer to
the question is, not, Do all the clergy of
Roman Catholicism and of Protestantism
agree that Jehovah's witnesses have been
and are God’s prophet to the nations? but,
Who discerned the divine will for Chris-
tians in this time of the world's end and
offered themselves to do it? Who have un-
dertaken God's foreordained work for this
day of judgment of the nations? Who have
answered the call to the work and have
done it down till this year 19587 Whom
has God actually used as his prophet?

13, 14. (a) What fact decldes the answer to the ques-
tion? (h) As regards the answer, why are Jehovah's
witnesses grateful today, and why have they become
happy? '

The Watchtower, January 15, 1959
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4“ By the historical facts of the case
Christendom is beaten back in defeat. Je-
hovah'’s witnesses are deeply grateful today

that the plain facts show that God has

been pleased to use them, All the preach-
Ing and all the Bible educational work that
they have done till now in 175 countries
and islands of the sea they confess has
been, not by help of a military army, nor
by human power, but by God's spirit, his
Invisible active force. (Zech. 4:6, AV) It
has been because Jehovah thrust out his
hand of power and touched their lips and
put his words in their mouths, It has evi-
dently been because he commissioned them
to be over the nations and over the king-
doms. Happy are all those who have seen
what the work of Jehovah God for now is
and who have volunteered to do it.

TWO KINDS OF DIVINE WORK

18 Individuals have not been foreordained
for God's work, as in Jeremiah's case, The
work was the thing foreardained. Chris-
tendom may fail to do the foreordained
work, but it will be done just the same.
We must harmonize with the work, not
decide for ourselves what God's work
should be at this time and then ask his
divine blessing on what we decide. This
latter course is one of lawlessness against
God, no matter how loudly and insistently
one claims to be a Christian, God offers
the foreordained work to Christians, as
these claim to have given themselves to
him through Christ to do the divine will.
Thus God lets Christians live up to their
elaims, if they want to, by accepting the
work he foreordained for Christians in
this day. Regardless of the names of the
individuals, a remnant of consecrated,
anointed witnesses of Jehovah rejoiced to
be freed from their captivity during World
m What was It that was foreordained? (b) How,

when, must Christians llve up to thelr claims, and
mhlch "'Christians'' have done so?

Fre WATCHTOWER. 41

War I and to carry out their dedication to
God by taking up the foreordained work.
Hundreds of thousands have since seen the
opportunities of the work and have joy-
fully joined the anointed Jeremiah class in
doing the work.

% Jehovah's witnesses may be compara-
tively few in number. They do not have
any political ties or influence. Nonetheless,
their work is of world importance, because
it was foreordained by God. It was fore-
shadowed and outlined by Jeremiah's own
work, which was of world importance.
Jehovah's witnesses are absolutely neutral
toward the political, ideclogical and mili-
tary conflicts of this world, and yet they
are under divine command to declare Jeho-
vah's message concerning the nations and
kingdoms of this world. As pictured by
Jeremiah, they are commissioned ‘“‘to up-
root and to pull down and to destroy and
to tear down, to build and to plant.”

" That is the work that Jehovah's wit-
nesses have been doing during these past
forty years. In all that work they have not
meddled in pelitics, subverted any govern-
ments or raised a violent hand against any
of the institutions or political structures
of any nation of the world. How, then, have
they fulfilled Jehovah's commission to
them? Our guide to the right answer is
found in the answer to the question, How
did our pattern, Jeremiah, fulfill his com-
mission to do such things? He did this by
declaring the judgments, the judicial de-
cisions and the purposes of Jehovah God,
which, when pronounced over Jehovah’s
own name, are as good as accomplished.
Thus he “calls the things that are not as
though they were.” (Rom. 4:17) Not one
of his judgments and purposes has gone
unfulfilled.

16, Desplte thelr fewness, why Is the work of Jeho-
vah's witnesses of world Iimportance, and what are
they, as pictured by Jeremlah, commissioned to do?
17. In what they have done during the past forty

years, how have Jehovah's witnesses fulfilled His com-
mission to them?




(2 “THE NATIONS SHALL KNOW THAT | AM JEHOVYAH" Ezekicl 2:3-5

THE MODERN-DAY “EZEKIEL"

" They were a_small minority group of men and
women who had dedicated themsclves to Jehovah as
God by following in_the foolsleps ol his Son_Jesus
Christ. To give public evide his
Jehovah, they had undergone water baptism just as
their Leader Jesus Christ had done when he was im-
mersed _in_th ordan_River hn _the Baptist.
(Matthew 3:13-17; 28:19, 20; 1 Peter 2:21) They were
very active in preaching the good news of God’s king-
dom because their Leader Jesus Christ had set this
preaching before them as their work in his prophecy
at Matthew 24:14. They took literally the words of
Jesus Christ, when before the Roman governor, that
his kingdom does not belong to this world, and so they
declined to have any part in the politics of this world
and in its political struggles and conflicts. They took
to heart Jesus’ words to his followers: “You are no
part of the world, but I have chosen you out of the
world.” (John 15:19) Hence they expected to suffer
the world’s hatred for their living according to that
Christian rule. Hatred toward them became violent
during World War 1.

12 Djd the ancient prophet Ezckiel mean anything
to them? He did! One of the prophetic books that these
students of the Bible had for years wanted to under-
stand was that of Ezekiel. After years of waiting they
felt that attention had been paid 1o their desire when
the book entitled “The Finished Mysiery” was pub-
lished in July of the year 1917. This book of 608 pages,
published by the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society,
contained an explanation, not only of the last book of
the Bible, Revelation, but also of the twenty-sixth book
of the Bible, Ezekiel. It severely criticized the religious
systems of Christendom and exposced the clergy of
Christendom as being false to the word of Jehovah.
Can we wonder why this book had a circulation of less

sied in what ook of the Table,
and how was this anterest met in 17, with whot Luer developiments?

Ezckiel 2:3-5 COMMISSIONED TO SPEAK IN THE DIVINE NAME 63
than nine months in the United States and Canada?
It was because the book was put under ban, the war-
time conditions of both countries being taken advan-
tage of to bring this about. The Watch Tower Society’s
president and sccretary-treasurer, together with six
other members of the Society who had a connection
with The Fimished Mystery, were imprisoned in the
Federal Penilentiary, Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A.

' The crippling of the work of preaching God's king-
dom during World War I greatly grieved these peace-
loving am.n_nmaoa. baptized followers of Jesus Christ.
The burning question was, Would they have an oppor-
tunity to resume their peaceful activities in the service
of Jehovah their God? The answer proved to be Yes!
World War I did not lead on into an Armageddon for
the Gentile nations but ended on November 11, 1918.
They endeavored to get the imprisoned officers of the
Watch Tower Society and their fellow prisoners out of
the Federal Penitentiary. Their efforts were blessed
from Heaven. After nine months of imprisonment
@rmmm falsely charged servants of Jehovah were freed
in gmnnr of 1919, never to return to prison. All the
Qmm_nmﬁ.ma. baptized servants of Jehovah rejoiced. They
recognized that their dedication to Him was for life
and therefore thcy must do his will in the postwar
period then opening up. The encouragement to be fear-
_m..mm and do so came through the columns of the maga-
zine The Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Presence.

**In the issues of August 1 and 15, 1919, of this
magazine there was published a series of two articles
on the subject “Blessed Are the Fearless.” In the third
and fifth paragraphs of this article there appeared
these statements that discouraged all fear of men:
“There is a fear which is very proper, and which
everyone must have who is pleasing to God, and this
Is known as ‘Godly fear’. It means a holy reverence for

and through what
w?

The Nations Shall Know That | Am Jehovah, 1971 edition



70 “THE NATIONS SHALL KNOW THAT | AM JEHOVAH" Ezckiel 2:3-7

1

face and hard of heart.” In order to carry out his
mission to the end he needed to have fulfilled toward
him what his name Ezekiel meant, namely, “God
Strengthens.” At the time, they might nol _view or
appreciate_him _as a prophet of Jehovah. But whether
they heard him as such or refrained fron 'ing
aving attention to him, the occasion was o come
_ﬂnm: these rcbellious pcople would “know also that a
prophet_himself happened to be in the midst of them."
Jehovah would confirm him as a prophet before them
by causing what Izekiel prophesied to come_true.
(ozekiel 2:3-5) The expectation of this would be a
comfort and strength to Ezekiel, not to be discouraged
Lecause of the way he was being considered and treated
al the moment.

2t Likewise it was a trying mission upon which the
modern Ezekiel ciass was senl, to religious people of
{he same type as those in Ezekiel's day. Buf regardless

= 3 :

of how Christendom view - )
anointed witnesses of Jehovah, the time must come,
and that shortly, when those making up Christendom
will_know that really a “prophet” of Jehovah was
among them.

» Would we today like to tell Jehovah's message
among things that prick us and among scorpions? It
would take great courage and trust in the One who
cent us to do so. Into such a situation Ezekiel was sent,
according to the words that Jehovah further said to
him: “And you, O son of man, do nol be afraid of
them: and of their words do not be afraid, because
there are obstinate ones and things pricking you and it
is among scorpions that you are dwelling. Of their
words do not you be afraid, and at their laces do not
vou he struck with terror, for they are a rebellious
house. And you must speak my words to them, regard-
le=s of whether they hear or they refrain, for they are

the mission of the
but, too, whit

Frzekiel 2:7-10 COMMISSIONED TO SPEAK IN THE DIVINE NAME 71

a casc of rebellion.” (Ezckiel 2:6, 7) Since the year

1919 C.E. the anoinicd remnant of Jehovah's wilnesses

have found it o be just like that as they have spoken

Atloscly o - L =z
tendom. u

“* The religious condition today in Christendom bears
witness (o the fact that, rebelliously, she has not lis-
tened to the word from Jehovah's Holy Scriptures that
has been spoken to her by every means of communica-
tion, _u.% house-to-house calls with the printed page, by
recordings played on portable phonographs, by the
_ocamﬁm.m_hm..m of sound cars, by direct public lectures,
by radio networks and by television. Regardless of
O_:.._mﬁm:noi_m indifference or even rebelliousness, the
anointed witnesses of Jehovah have done just as He
told Ezekijel to do, saying: “And you, O son of man,
hear what I am speaking to you. Do not become rebel-
lious like the rebellious house. Open your mouth and
cat what I am giving you.”"—Ezekiel 2:8. .

* What was Ezekiel given to eat? His written account
tells us: “And I began to see, and, look! there was a
hand thrust out to me, and, look! in it there was the
roll of a book. And he gradually spread it out before
me, and it was written upon in front and on the back;
and there were written in it dirges and moaning and
wailing.” (Ezekiel 2:9, 10) From what was written on
the scroll Ezekiel learned the content of the message
that he was to deliver to the rebellious house of Israel
in the name of Jehovah.

* As no space was wasled on the scroll, but it was
written upon on both sides, front and back, it was to
be a full message that Ezekiel proclaimed, it was to
cointain a great dcal of gloomy dirges, moaning and
wailing. It was to be no pleasant message, and it would
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Author’s Foreword.

this Volume are not ashamed of its presentations, and are
still handing it forth to all who have an interest in Bible
smdy--as most interesting and most helpful in an under-
standing of the Lord’s Word.

The Bible chronology herein presented shows that the

six great thousand-year Days beginning with Adam are
mdé and that the :grcat Seventh Day, the thousand years
o rist's gan in 1873. The events of these 43

years, which this volume claims as the beginning of the Mil-
lennium, we still find fully corroborating Bible prophecies, as
herein set forth. During these 43 years, nearly all
the inventions o our day have been accomplished. The
sewing machine, one of the first, began to reach its perfec-
tion 43 years ago. Since then, we have all kinds of farm-
ing machinery and tools, and workshop, store, factory and
home conveniences, in abundance and cheap—through human
invention. These are shortening the hours of labor, and
doing away with the “sweat of face,” which the Bible de-
clares to be identified with the curse, .

It is entirely safe to say that in these 43 years the
world hag increased its riches one thousand fold. And when
we remember that behind the 43 years lies a total of six
thousand years of human endeavor, it seems almost a
miracle that the world should accomplish one thousand
times more in the past 43 ycars than in the six thousand
years preceding. Surely this well attests the claim of this
Volume that we have entered the great Seventh Day, and
that what we are already experiencing as a race are only the
foregleams of the much greater blessings still to come—
when the Sun of Rightecusness shall arise with healing in
His beams, and scatter all the darkness, ignorance, and
superstition of the world!

This Volume sets forth, what its author has been preach-
ing for over forty years, that the “Times of the Gentiles”
chronologically ended in the fall of A. D, 1914, The éx-
pression, ‘Times of ihe Gentiles,” in Bible usage signifies
the years, or period of time, in which the Gentile nations
of the world were to be permitted to have control, following
the taking away of the typical kingdom from natural Israel,
and filling the hiatus between that event and the es.:blish-

il

The Time is at Hand, 1916 edition, p. 2 (forward)
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It is astonishing with what rapidity matters are shaping
themselves for the great time of trouble predicted in the
Scriptures, When, some fourteen years ago, we presented
the Seriptural dectaration that the Millennium of peace und

blesaing would be introduced or’ ears ol trouble,
lfll'.llllg 811 m A increasin, until social chao
il regvall in ew oelleved, some scofied; IOr e

Whole cry then was Peace! Arbitration! Harmeny!—hoped
for through inereasing intelligence.

Gradually the storm-clouds have been gathering since 1874
—s0 gradually that many have failed to notice the great
¢hanges of public sentiment already accomplished, Yet many
are now waking up, and the inquiry is heard, “Where will
makters end if present conditions continue?” Ah! the answer
to this gquery can be given from no earthly source. The
Ward of (od is the only revelation of what lies behind the
vail of futurity. It declares trouble, more general and greater
than the earth has ever yet known (Dan. 12:1); that troubles
financial, political and veligious will fill the earth with dis-
tress; that there will be no hire for man nor hire for beast,
nor any peace to him that goeth out or to him that cometh in,
because every man’s hand shall be against his neighbor,
{Zech. B:10.) Yet this ia not all; for in connection with
these changes, necessary to prepare for the Millennial King-
dom, will come-some physical changes to the earth, incidental
to its preparation for increased fertility and for rest from
storms and cyclones, that it may be more suitable for the
race in the “times of restitution.”

‘The irregularity of the seasons begins to show even to
infidels that it is altogether within the power of the Creator,
when he ia ready, to make it warmer at the polea and cooler
at the equator. And these irregularities in turn show, by
their effect upon the crops of the world, how even a slight
change may bring about a genmeral searcity of food, And
when the increasingly general dissatisfaction of mankind
under present plenty and prosperity is considered, it is not
difficult to see what is likely to be the general sentiment
should a real shortage of the necessities of life compel
peonomy.

Discontent is the general malady of the world today.
Salfishness is harassing the vitals of society, in its every class.
The rich are generally grasping for more millions; the com-
fortably fixed are anxious to be wealthy; the poor and the
mechanics are grasping for “rights” and for “hours” mnd for
“more pay.” All are having beginnings of trouble already in
the atrikes, lockouts, ete., and all are finaily coming to see
that the Peace! Peace! cry in a delusion, and that more trouble
instead of less lies ahead of them. Fvery day seema to spring
some new complication. Almost every day*s dispatches in the
deily press for the past year have brought fresh news of
strikes or riots; sometimes near, sometimes far off. It is one
time & strike of the London police or letter carriers, again a
riot among German miners or Belgian workers, again it is a
mutiny among English svldiers; and al Lowme it is a never-
ending record of railroad, mining, iron and other labor strikes.

The only safe place for God's children is as far as possible
out of all the strife. Remember the statement of the Bible,
“Godliness with contentment is great gain,” and lay in a
large stock of both, These twe qualities will serve to separate
you and your aims from the worldly and their aims, ambi-
tions and greeds. Rather be willing to be classed as “old
fogy” and *“lacking smbition,” and to earn a humbler living
with godlinese and rontentment and the great gain of peace
of heart, communion with the Lord and some more time fo
gpend in his service, doing good unto all as you have oppor-
tunity—especially to the household of faith.

Lock at the list helow and choose which you will have as
your experience. You cannot mix them: an attempt te do so
will only discomfort yourself and others. Choose the sscond
list and endeavor to shape your eourse accordingly.

- Ambhition for self: Ambition for God:

Belfishness. Godliness,
Di=cantent, Contentment.
Impatience, Puatience,

Pride, Maeekness,
Rudeness, Gentleness,

Anger, Self-control,
Malice, Brotherly kindness,
Hatred, Strife, TLove, joy, peara,

Bitterness of soul. Fellowehip with God.
The Lord says to all, even to those who are mot saints:
“Seek righteousness, seek meekness; it may be that ye shall
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be hid in the day of the Lord's anger.” Leave, in general,
most of your grievances and wrongs for the Lord to make
right. Trust in the Lord and do good, and verily thou shait
be fed and generzlly blessed—Psa. 37:3.

As evidence that those who have long been proplesying
Peace and Arbitration! and a gradual mouiding over of public
opinion in harmony with juatice and love are coming to see
that the masses have no real conception of justice and love,
and cannot think eccolly and candidly and unselfishly on both
sides of any question where their interests are at stake, note
the following from n recent article by Mr. Hugh 0. Pentecost.
After reviewing the situstion as he sees if, hie says:—

“What the outcome will be no man cun prophesy. Eco-
nomic education may be s0 rapul that nesdful medificutions
will be made, or stupid indifference may lull the mass of the
people into & carelessness that will be punished by complete
industrial servitude—a mighty plutocracy living in unparal-
leled splendor, with millions of human drudges providing
them with whatever their vitiated tastes may demand; or an
increase of the power and impudence of the capitalists may
lash an awakened and outraged people into fury that will
express itself in bloody and dreadful war.

“Will there be any considerable change in the situation
by which the next generation will benefitt I believe there
will. I think the industrial system will not last fifty years
longer, It will be peacefully improved or violently over-
thrown to give place to a better. That our civilization, like
some civilizations of the past, will be utterly destroyed is not
probable. What ¢hanges cotne are likely to be improvements.
and some great accomplishment for the social betterment of
men will probably occur within the next fifty years, The
only question is whether the improvement will come through
evolution or revolution. Through evolution, I hope; through
revolution, [ fear.

One fault to be found with this statement of the situation
i, that while it no doubt honestly expresses its author’s con-
victions, it is only a one-sided statement of the case. True,
the light of this nineteenth century has introduced the labor-
saving machinery which is so greatly tu bless the world in
the Millennium, and which has a tendency to compete so
with labor that, if permitted, it would crowd the artisan to
the wall; and it therefore justifies the combination of labor
to preserve itself and securs to itself some of the increased
advantages and blessings. But it is not true that this state
of things has in any sense come about by combinations of
capital for the purpose of oppressing labor.

An unbeised view of the matter shows us (1), that the
present situation has come about without intemtion or pre-
meditation on the part of either capital or labor; (2), that
the increase of skill and machinery among muscle-workers or
mechanics has been under the lead and puidance of brain-
warkers, and that without these brain-workers there would,
humanly speaking, be no such general incrense of intelligence
and improvement of condition in society as we nus today.
And since brains are the channel through which these blessings
of God have been sent, and sitce in brains as in muscles selfish-
ness predominates above love, it is not surprising that brain,
while dispensing the increased blessings, took to itself the
larger share. And in a general way men recognize this law.
The coal-wheelers require less intelligence and ability than
the coal-diggers, and in proportion as the latter cluss must
have and use more intelligence, in that proportion they "are
considered as deserving better pay than muscle only, becanse
unekilled labor is mors plentiful.” The fireman on a railroad
nas less reaponsibility and requires less skill and expericnce,
or brain development, than the engineer. and hence, though he
may perform mora muscular exertion. he receives, justly, less
pay. We say justly, because growth in skill and competency
tend to the goneral gond, and should. therefore. be encouraged
by due reward. If a laborer reccived the same pay as a
skilled brain.worker or a brain and musecle worker, many
would be without ambitien to improvement and excellence.
And all men require some such stimulus. Withont it the
race as a whole would continnally sink lower and lower into
ignorance and sin and lack of =elf-control.

On this principle the railroad engineer reecives more cont-
pensation than his assistant, the fireman: and the eivil engi-
neer capnble of surveying the lest route for the building of
that railrend is and should be wnch bietter paid than the
laborer who grades the road: and the one competent to over-
see the construction. thomeht Tie may net spike a single rail, is
instly prid mare than the man who does the spiking, beeanse
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Thirdly, the present government and emperor are very
popular. The fuat ten years have witnessed for the madscs a
great social and financial elevation; laws have been enacted
for the protection, and gradually for the betterment, of the
poorer classes; and the present emperor has very wisely ad-
d:essed himself to various lideral reforms for their amelior-
RL10M.

Qur judgment therefore is that, so long as these conditions
prevail, Germany can centrol the anarchistic or lowless ele-
ments within her borders, and is not likely to experience a
social revolution for some years to come.

Germany's mililary prepuration is so well known to the
leading statesmen of Europe that mo nation is likely to seek
a quarrel with her; and ﬁer strain to keep up her present
standard is so great that she wants no increase of it such as
war would bring. Hence, with Austria and Italy in league
and largely in the same plight and wwder ber influence, Ger-
many is today, humanly speaking, the arbiter of the world’s
peace.

Furthermore, we found that throughout Europe the social
conditions are much better than we had expected to find them.
Indeed, the houses occupied by the poorest class. exeept in
southern Russia, compare favorably with the dwellings of a
similar class in this country: and we know of loenlities here
in Pittsburch which are as dilapidated in appearance as any
tenements observed on our journey—not even excepting the
slums of Lomdon, Liverpool, Edinburgh und Glusgow, which
are the worst we saw in Europe, Russia alone excepted.

The people nre generally intelligént, industrious, busy and
comfortably clothed and fed—iar beyond our previous suppo-
sitions. We could not help wondering whence come some of
the worst apecimens of all races to this country as emigrants.
Evidently the people of the United States are performing a
service of ineatimable value to the whole world in receiving
their scum of ignorance and their dregs of degradation—both
due more to evils of the past than to those of the present,
and chielly ehargeable to priesteraft, supersiitivn and igno-
vance fostered for centuries by that old “Mother of Harlots”
which falsely clzims to be the church-system founded by our
Lord and his apostles. The wonder often is that, with almost
no assistance except the necessity and opportunity for indus-
try, su many of these degraded members of the human family
turn out as favorably as they do, What a field here at our
door for mission workers, evangelists and philanthropista—
better, if they but realizerd it, than any foreign mission field
we saw. And these emigrants, let us remember, although
generally poor, are not aiwnys cither ignorant or vieious.
Some of them are God's conseerated saints whom he is sending
here to be blessed and sealed with present truth, which he
gives us the privilege of ministering to them.

True, the food of the lower classes of Europe would not
be satisfactory fo the average mechanic and laborer in the
United States, who, accustomed to larger pay and unaccus-
tomed to frugality, spends probably six times as much on his
stomach, eating not only finer and more nutritious foods, but
alzo much more of them, and wasting often through improvi-
dence as much as or more than he eats. However, the Euro-
pean laborer seems to enjoy himself as much as or more than
hia artisan brother here, and on the whole there is more of
an appearance of contentment on the faces of all the people
there—the poor, the middle class end the rich—than on faces
met in the streets here.

Intelligence without the grace of God to back it up brings
discontent: only when it is backed by godliness, does it bring
contentment, peace and joy. For this reason it is that the
greater peneral intelligence and grenter liberty of the people
of the United States bring them, not more contentment, but
less than their less favorably eircumstances European brothers.
And this leads us to expect ms stirring times in the United
States as elsewhere when the “time of trouble” shall reach
its height.

While the growing intelligence of Europeans is fast pre-
paring them for the trouble and anarchy which Ged's Word
prediets, it eannot reasonably be expected for some years yet.
This is further in harmony with propheey, though out of har-
mony with the expectations of many who look every day for
a deelaration of war in Europe, which they suppose will be
the battle of the great day of God Almighty. Even should a
war or revolution break out in Europe sooner than 1005, we
could not consider it any portion of the severe trouble pre-
dicted. At most it could only be a forerunner to it, a mere
“akirmish’ as compared with what is to come. Indead, in our
judgment, based upon our observations, nothing could pre-
cipitate the great anarchistic trouble upon Eurepe, which the
Seripturea predict, sooner than the date named, except o
famine or some such unusual oceurrence which would bring
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the people to feel that they have nsthing to Jose, hut all to
gnin, by a general upriaing.

While it was an agreeable surprive to us (in view of the
contrary sensatiunal accounts su often published) to find the
situation in Eurepe as we here describe it—in harmeny with
what the Seriptures had led us to expeet—yet so great ix our
confidence in the Word of God and in the light of prc-cnt
truth shining upon it, that we could not have doubted its

testimony whatever had leen the appearances. The date of
Y itely: cked in Sevipture ay

the clode of that "be ol

ctober, 1014, Tt is
from October, 1874,
words and a time ol organizing forces—capital, lahor, armies
and secret societies.

Never was thers such a general time of banding together
as at present. Nob only are nations allying with each other
fur prutection aguinst uther putivny, Lut the vavious factions
in every nation are organizing to proteet their several in-
terests, But as yet the various factions ave merely studying

‘the situntion, testing the strenpth of their opponents, and

seeking to perfect their plans and power for the future strug.
gle, which many, without the Bible’s testimouy, seem to realize
is the inevitable. Others still delude themselves, snyving,
Peace! Pence! when there is no possibility of peace until God's
kingdom comes into control, compelling the doing of his wiil
on earth as it is now done in heaven.

Thiy feature of the batile muat continue with varying sue.
cess to all concerned ; the organization must be very thorough:
and the final struggle will be comparatively shert, terrible
anid decisive—resulting in general anarchy. In many respects
the convietions of the world’s great generals coincide with the
predictions of God’s Word, Then “\Woe to the man or nation
who starts the mext war in Europe; for it will be a war of
extermination.,” It will be abetted not only by national ani-
mosities, but also by social grievances, ambitions amd ani-
mositivs, and if not brought to an end by the establishment
of God's kingdom in the hands of lis elect and then glorified
Church, it would exterminate the race.—Matt, 24:22

THE CHURCH'S SHARE IN THE BATTLE

The Scriptures show also that the battle of the great day
will begin with the chureh of God, and that the overthrow
of the great nominal church systems will precede the over-
throw of the present ecivil powers; for the Lord is about to
shake, not only the earth (the civil organization of society),
but heaven (the ecclesiastical powers) also (Heb. 12:20), to
the end that great “Babylon,” falsely ealled Christendom—
Christ’s kingdom—may be completely destroyed. The great
counterfeit kingdom of Christ, with all its allied civil and
ecclesimstical powers, must go down as a greut millstone into
the sea, preparatory to the final establishment of the true
kingdom of Christ. Here, as in the world at large, the work
of preparation is going on. The creeds, which for years have
been reverenced and rveceived without guestioning, are now
called up for inspection; and their inconsistencies and lack of
Bible foundation is being discovered. As o consequence, the
elergy, whose living and honers and worldly prospects in gen-
cral are all bound up with the systems held together by thesc
creeds, are in great trouble, and are leoking about to see what
can be done to strengthen the stakes and leugthen the vords
of so-called Christianity., A general union of the various sects
is supggested, with a simple ereed formulated from the various
points of agreement among them all and the ignoring of all
other points of doetrine to which objection might be wade
by some,

This scheme meets with very general approval from all
the aects, and the trend of their efforts is in this direction,
This, too, is in harmony with prophecy, which shows, not ouly
that the various sects of “Protestantism” wili bamd torether
as one, but that there will alse Le a close afliliation with
Roman Catholicism. These two ends of the ceclesinstienl
heaven will roll together as a scroll {Isa. 34:1), the two rolls,
Protestantism and Romanism, coming closer aml cluser to-
gether ag their power over the masses of the people decreases,

This work is alrendy progressing very rapidly: church con-
gresses for the consideration of various schemes of union are
the order of the day. All the vuvious Lraneches of Proshy-
terianism are considering the feasibility of wnion: so alsn of
Methodism, Congregationalism. and others. When ench of
these is consolidated, their respective denominations will have
o greater prestige in the world; and when all Protestant =cets
are more firmly united under some onc name. such as "The
Evangelical Alliance.” the prestige of Protestantism as a wlhele
will be greatly nugmented. though we think the termn Protest-
antism will probably be dropped entirely as a concession to
the church of Rome, to secure its favoer. Such an organiza-
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INTIMATE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE KINGDOM AND
ITS REPRESENTATIVES.

That the earthly phase of the Kingdom will be on terms
of intimate communion, fellowship and codperation with
the Kingdom proper, the spiritual rulers, is evident, They
will be related to each other as father and children, and
as coBperative departments of the same heavenly govern-
ment: the heavenly being the legislative or law-giving de-
partment, and the earthly the executive or law-enforcing
department.  As it is written: “Out of Zion [the spiritual
Kingdom] shall go forth the Law, and the Word of the
Lord [the divine messages, through the ““princes’’] from
Jerusalem.”"—Isa. 2:3.

SETTING UP THE KINGDOM,

“The Kingdom of God is preached, and every man
[accepting the testimony as a message from God] presseth
intoit.”” (Luke 16:16.) For over eighteen centuries this
message, this offer of the Kingdom, has been doing its in-
tended work of selecting the ““elet’’ “‘ overcomers ** from
the world. During all thisage these have waited the Father's
time for their sesting up or exaltation to power, as his Kings
and priests, to rule and to teach the redeemed people of
the earth, and thus bring to them the opportunity of ever-
lasting life through faith and obedience. Vet during all
this time this Kingdom class has suffered violence at the
hands of the Ishmael and Esau class, and at the hands
of Satan, the prince of this world, and his blinded serv-
ants. Asour Lord expressed it,—*“The Kingdom of Heaven
suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.”’ (Matt.
11: 12.) Our Lord, the head of the Kingdom, suffered to
the extent of death; and all of his followers have suffered
something of earthly loss as a consequence of being trans-

Establishing the Kingdom. 6ax

lated out of the power of darkness into the Kingdom of
God’s dear Son.—Col. 1:13.

This submission for over eighteen centuries to theviolence
of dominant evil has not been because of lack of power on
the part of our risen, ascended and glorified Lord to pro-
tet his people; for after his resurrection he declared,—
““ All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”
(Matt. 28:18.) The exerciseof the poweris delayed for a
purpose. In the Father’s plan there was a ‘“due time'’ for
the great sacrifice for sins to be given, and another due
time for the Kingdom to be set up in power and great
glory to rule and bless the workl: and these were far enough
apart to permit the calling and preparing of the ‘‘eleét’”
Church to be joint-heirs of the Kingdom with Christ. The
evil influences and opposition of sinners have heen permiz-
fed for the purifying, testing and polishing of those ‘‘called”’
to be members of the Kingdom class. As with the Head,
so with the body, it is God's design that each member shall
as a new creature be ‘‘ made perfect through suffering.”’—
Heb. 5:9.

But now we are in the end of this Gospel age, and the
Kingdom is being established or set up. Our Lord,
the appointed King, is now present, since O¢tober 1874,

A. D., according to the testimony of the prophets, to those

Who have ears to hear it: and the formal inauguration of

his kingly office dates from April 1873, A. D.: and the
first work of the Kingdom, as shown by our Lord, in his
parables and prophecy (thegathering of “his elect’’), is now
in progress. ‘“The dead in Christ shall rise firs¢,”” explained
the Lord through the Apostle; and the resurreétion of the
Church shall be in a moment.* Consequently the Kingdom,
as represented in our Lord, and the sleeping saints already
fitted and prepared and found worthy to be members of

* VoL. ut, Chap. .

The Battle of Armageddon, 1912 edition
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LQYALTY THE TEST

“For the kmgdom of heaven ig as a man traveling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered
unto them his goods.”—Mattliew £5:14,

HE desire of THE WaTcE TOWER is not to offend
anvore; but seme who read this article wiil be
offended. Others will read it and rejoice. When
the saints can see that the Lord is using them to fulfil
prophecy ihey have reason to rejoice. The truth often
cauges a cleavage between those who ¢laim to be Chris-
tians, even separating the creature from the spirit of the
Lord. (Hebrews 4:12) But he who really loves the
Lord will rejoice when he finds that the Word corrects
him and enables him to improve his course. (Proverbs
1:23) He is not offended because he sees or is shown
the Lord’s purposes. “Great peace have they which love
thy law: and nothing shall offend them.” (Psalm 119:
165) The law of God is his will expressed in the nature
of a commandment or rule of action, directed to his
people. The manner in which we reccive and do his
commandments determines the degree of owr love for
him. This proves our love of God, that we keep his
commandments with a joyful heart. (1 John 5:3) A
commandment given specifically to the church is, that
the brethren love ane another even as the Lord loved
them. (John 13:34) Keeping thiz commandment in
mind and doing it, there will be no oceasion for one to
become offended.—1 John 2: 10.
3The real test that comes to every Christian is loyally
1o the Lord. To be loyal to him means that we must be
in heart harmony with his arrangement, which will also
mean that we must be loyal to his body members, the
bretlrer., who possess his spirit and whom he is using,

HIS ARRANGEMENT

8The question arises, What, if any, is the Lord’s ar-
rangement fo carry on his work? It must be admitted
by all Christians that God has an orderly plan; that he
is working out this plan in every detail aceording to his
govereign mll that he makes no changes in that plan to
guit the n}nms of any creature. His plan will be accom-
plished as he desires it. “I have spoken it, I will also
bring it to pass; 1 have purposed it, I will also do it.”
(Isaigh 46:11) The outworking of his plan does mot
at all depend upon individuals,. The Scriptures show
that the Lord has an organization; that is to say, an
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organized method of earrying out all his work. Should
some in his organization become disloyal, he would
quickly find others to fill their places. Let us lay it
down as a rule without an exception, that Gorl eannot
be inconsistent; that everviling ot his plav Is in exuct
harmony with every other feature of his plan, und that
every part is working in exact harmeny. IF, ilien, we
are certain as to the proper understauding of oncspart
of his plan, certainty on that point will {urnish a guids
to aid ue in the examination and proper determiuation
of some other part abouit which there might be some
doubt in our minds,

*To Nustrate this: Every part of the divine nlaa is
in exact harmony, and squares with the ransom sacrifice.
We know that we have the correct understanding of the
ransom ; therefore we have a correct guide or mensure
by which we can square other doctrines. The sams
principle will apply to every part of his plan when
understood.

. HIS SECOND COMING

¥The fact of our Tard’s second coming iz definitely
settled by the Scr]ptures (John 1£:2,3; Acts 1 11;
2 Timothy 4:8) Th
w_ﬁﬂ_& (See C83-127.) Also it i3
definitely settled by his own words, that aé the time of
his second presence he would gird himself, cause his
gervants to sit down to toeat, mm: wenld come furth and
gorve them. (Luke 12:37) He also firmly esfablishes
the fact that during his presence he would conduct a
harvest work (Matthew 13:18-40; 24:31) ; and with
equal force he states that at that time he would eppoint
some one to the office of that “faithful and wise servant”
and make him ruler over all his goods. (Matthew 24:
45-47) These points are incontrovertible ; therefore must
be considered by all reasonable and falr-mmdcd Chris-
tians as wncluswely settled.

¢By proof is meant the physical facts in fulfilment of
prophetic utterances by the Lord or some of his inspired
Wltlle“ses Thi been

and that he has been condueting and
ia still conducting & harvest work ; and that this harvest
work has gathered together from every creed and denom-
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M Pentpeost, that s, the Aftleth day, or Horvest Feast, or
Feasl of Weeks, may be regurded as o suppiewent to the
Passover. 1t lasted oniy for one day; but the wmodern Jews
extend it over two. The people, baving at the Passover pre-
sented before God the first sheaf of the barvest, departed to
their homes to gather it in, and then returned to keep the
norvesr-feast before Jehovah, From the sixteenth of Nisan
seven weeks werer reckongd inclugively, snd the nest ar
fiftieth dny was the Day of I'entccost, which fell on the
sixth of Sivan (abour the end of May) {Exodus 23: 16,
24199 Leviticus 28:15-22: Numbers 28:26-31; Deuterono-
my 16:919; 2 Maccabees 12:32; Acts 2:1, 20:16; 1 Cor-
inthiane 16:8). The Intervening period jncluded tlie whole
of the grain harvest, of which the wheat was the lavest crop.

_1ts commencement is plso marked as Irom the time when
‘thou berinnest to put the sickle to the com.’ The Fentevost
was the Jewish harvest-home; and the pecpie were rspeciilly
exliorted to rejoica before Jehovah with their famiiies, Lhir
servants, the Levite within their gates, the stranger, the
futheriess, and the widow, in the place chosen hy God for
Mis name, as they brought o freewiil-offering of their bund
16 Jehoval their God—Deuntercnomy 16: 10, 31"

1Yf we pssume that the harvest of the wheat class,
namely, the saints, began with the beginning of the sce
ond presence of our Lord in 1874, then would it be un-
reasonable to conclude that the harvest must continue
for fifty symbolic davs, or ifty literal vears? 11 so. then
we might expect the harvest to end fifty years after 1574,
or with the vear 1924. If this be true, what a wonderiul
incentive for the saints to be watehful, prayerful, active,
aud rejoicing iu their privilezes to have a part in the
Lord's work in these concluding days of the harvest.
That would mean that the selection of the royal family
would be completed with the end of 1824, Jf this be
true, then surely with confidence the saints now on earth
can prnounee with the opening of this year, “The king-
dom of heaven is at hand.”” because all the members of
the royal line are gbout completed for the kingdom.

IT8 MEANING TO THE CHURCH

MZyrely there is not the slightest room for doubt in
the mind of & truly comsecrated child of God that the
Tord Jesus is present and has been since 1874 that the
harvest has been io progress during that time; that most
of the saints have now been gathered. Therefore, can
there be a reasomable doubt sbout the eazly completion
of the church and its glorification in view of the fulfil-
ment of prophecy? Do not all the physical facts about
ns indicate just exactly what we expected during the
concluding hours of the church’s earthly pilgrimage?

YThen should we expect the closing days of the bar
vest work and witnessing for the Lord to be all joy and
no trials? To answer this question we must take inte
consideration the words of Jesus relative to the last
work of the church, It seems quite clear thet the last
work of the church while in the flesh is io be that of
proclaiming the good news that Satan’s empire is fall-
ing; that the kingdom of hearen is here, and the bless-
ing that the people will reap from that kingdom. Con-
cerning this Jesus said: “And this gospel of the king-
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dom shall be preached in all the world for a witnesz unts
all natiops; and then shall the end come.” (Matthew
24:14) The root word from which the word “end” is
taken in this text is “felos”; and the meaning given to
it by Doctor Strong is; “The point aimed at, as a limit,
final or uttermost.”’

13The Lord’s words here then, we would understand,
mean to say: The point aimed at, as a limit of the work
of the church while in the fiesh, the final and uttermost
part of that work, is and will be that of procleiming the
good tidinms of the end of the old order and that the
kingdom of heaven is here and of the blessings it will
bring; und this should be done as a witness to the na-
tions; that when this work of witnessing is done. that is,
the end or final point aimed at. then will {ollow the great
tribulation that will completely wreek all the nations.

18N ecessarily there must be much joy in the heart of
the Christion while proclaiming this blessed message,
because it means the bringing to the people that which
will comfort and console them in the hour of distress.
1t means to tell the groaning ereation that the time (-
their deliverapce is at hand. At the same time the words
of Jesus in the context show that this final work 1o he
done will be necompanled by many severe tests and trinle.
In verse thirteen he says: “He that endures unto ihe
end, the same shall be saved.” Here the word “emd” is
translated from the same Greek word “trlos.” Thereiore
we conclude that the endurance must relate to the same
time that this message is to be delivered. I those who
endure to the end sre to be saved, the converse of the
statement ie true: That those who do not eudure to tie
end will not be of the roval fnmily. Since the endurance
to the end and the preaching of the gospel of the king-
dom referred to the sume time, then it follows that there
will be much to endure. The word “endure” means to
bear trinls, have fortitude, patiently suffer and perse-
vere. Persevere means to persist in any business or cu-
terprise undertaken, to maintain a purpose in spite of
gounter influences, opposition or discouragement; ot
to give over or abandon what is undertaken. The inlor-
ence i, therefore, that there will be a great temptation
to relax, to become discourzmud. 1o vidd to opposing
infinences and to give over or abandon the fnal worlk.

®The only conclusion to be drawn from these texts is
that having put our hand to the plow we must keep on;
that gince the Lord has committed to his pecple the
interests of his kingdom and commanded that these in-
terests can be properly cared for by proclaiming ihe
message of his kingdom, then & failure or refusal to do
so would preclude one from being of the royal lire
Strarge as it may seem, many of these fiery trials, which
will tend to diacourage, will come from amongst the
consecrated. St. Peter concerning thin ssid: “Belovad,
think it not sfrange concerning the fire that is among
you to try you, as though some strange thing had hap-
pened nnto you” Many of these trials will be doe to
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Trust in the Lord, wait patiently for him, and he will brin

to paes in his due time and way (the best time and way) al
the jous promisea of his Word—including the bleasing
of all the families of earth,

We se¢ the various inequalities and wrongs of the present
system of society more clearly than others, because we see them
from the standpoint of the Lord’sa Word; hut we can see
also that, if it were within our power to suddenly revolu-
tionize matters, that would be undemirable: it would produce a
condition far worse than the present. Far better the present
gocial system than none; and far better, while the present
eystem continues, that the power remain in the handa of men
of judgment and moderation than that the lever of power be
suddenly tranaferred into the hands of the rash and inex-
perienced masses, unused to weighty responsibilities, and mere
novices and experimenters upon all queations, social and finan-
cial. A thousand times better is a soclal system in the hands
of education and experience, even though selfish, than no social
system, or an experimentai one in the hands of novices equally
selfish, but not equally moderate. We much prefer them to
stay as long as we can where we are than to change to any
othor arrangement that men can originate, or amsist in any
way to precipitate the trouble, which socner or later must
inavitably involve all nations and all individuals.

Better, far hetter, wait on the Lord,—wait antil his time
for establishing his kingdom and have it come about in his
way. He will eventually restrain the forces of evil and sel.
fishness in both rich and poor and bring in equity and ever-
lesting righteousness.

So, then, although we know that the revolution and an-
archy and trouble are surely coming, let ue, “brethren” of
Christ, do mothing to promots or hasten it. Let our advies
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be to the contrary, to any of our friends who seek our coun-
sel. Fapacially let ng imprave the opportumity for pointing
out to them the true and only remedy for present distress—
Christ’'s kingdom and its new social order wunder the law
of Love, And, to all who have ears to hear, preach Christ
the Redeemer, soon, as the Great Physician, to be the Reatorer
of all who cheerfully obey him. Point him out as now our
Saviour, your Baviour. ?ell them of the joy and peace and
blesging which he gives and which he promises shall abide
with ua in every condition, Tell them that it is for this rea-
son that “We will not fear though the earth [society] be re-
moved; though the mountains [governments] be removed and
earried into the midst of the sea [the ungovernable masses];
though the waters [the people] thereof roar and be trou-
bled; though the mountains [governments] shake with the
swellings [riots, tumults, etc.} thereof.”

And if they begome interested and willing, lead them to the
Lamb of God and the streams of truth that make glad the
true people of God,—and if they be converted to God, seal
them in the forehead (mind, intellect) with the wonderful pres.
ent truth with which God hag caused us to be sealed.—Rev. 7:3.

Remember that now is the time to be aetive eo-workers
with God in doing this sealing work, and that the disturh-
ing winds are being held back until the sealing work is done.
Therefore, when the present disturbances pass away and an-
other season of comparative calm follows, continue earnest and
zealous in the sealing work, knowing that the time is short
and that the night [the darker period—cometh when no man
gan work.” We must labor while it is called day, and cannct
hope for a more favorable opportunity than the present. “De
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life,”
ta the promise.

CAN

Seventeen years ago people said, concerning the time fea-
tures presented in MILLENNIAL DAww, They seemn reasonable
in many respects, but surely no such radical changes could
occur between now and the close of 1914: if you had proved
that they would come about in a century or two, it would
seem much more probable,

What changes have since occurred, and what velocity is
gained daily?
“The old in quickly passing and the new is coming in.”

Now, in view of recent labor troubles and threatened an-

IT BE DELAYED UNTIL
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archy, our readers are writing to know if there may not be a

mistake in the 1914 date. They say that they do not see how

present conditions can hold out so long under the strain.
We ges A3 o he figure: q d we

8 ha en th
We Gée RO Tef hanging from our opinion expressed in
the view presented in the Warcr Tower of January 15, '02.
We advise that it be read again,

TRACT No. 21—DO YOU KNOW?

We published one hundred and fifteen thousand copies of
this tract, and have sent samples to all our Tower readers.
It seems to give general satisfaction, and orders from all quar.
ters are large. We advise the circulation of this tract by all
of you—on street cars, stéam cars, ot hotels and depots, and
Sundays on the street corners—until every one within your
reach has been supplied. Order all that you will agree to uge.
Never mind the money, Many have opportunity for distrib-
uting sample copies of Old Theology Tracts who have no money

to spare to pay for their printing, ete., but others, again, who
have less opportunity for distributing tracts, take delight in
meeting the publishing expenses, and thus help to preach the
“good tidings of great joy, which shall be unto all people.”
The first edition, although large, is already exhausted, but
we have another addition of over two hundred thousand under
way, which will be ready in about ten days. Send in your
order and have a share in this feature of the harvest work.
There should be a million of these tracts distributed this year,

“ANGELS WHICH KEPT NOT THEIR FIRST ESTATE"

“The sona of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair, and they took them wives of all, which they chose.
. ... And they bear children to them, the same hecame mighty men, which were of old, men of renown.”—Gen.

iy T

The Scriptures not only peint us to the future a?’ and
call the spiritual govermment of Christ which shall then
exist a “new heavens,” and earthly society and imatitutions
under it A "new aearth;” but the present apiritual rulership
[under Satan, “the prince of this world”] and rthlf in-
stitutions under it are termed “The present evil world,” dia-
pensation or epoch. Moreover, we are informed that the
present dominion of evil has not lasted forever, but that it
was preceded hy a still different dispemsation or epoch spoken
of ma “the world that was befcre the flood,” which also had
a heavens or spiritual ruling power, and an earth, or con-
dition of men subject to that spiritual dominion.

The three worlds mentioned hy Peter {2 Pet. 3:6, 7, 13)
designate these three great epochs of time, in each of which,
God’s plan with reference to men has a distinct and separate
outline, yet each is but a part of the one great plan which,
when complete, will exhibit the divine wisdom, though coh-
Eidgred separately these parts would fail to show their deep

eaigm, .

Since that first “world” (“heavens and earth,” or that
order of things,) pasaed away at the time of the flood, it
follows that it must have been a different order from the
present, and hence the prince of this present evil world was

not the prince of that which preceded this—of the world or
dispensation before the flood.

Several scriptures seem to throw light on God's dealings
during that first dispensation, and we think give a further
and clearer insight inte his plan and p se a8 & whole.
The thought sufggeeted by these is, that the first world (the
dispensation hefore the flood) was under the aupervision and
special ministration of the angels; that these were man's
governora and overseera commissioned to communicate God's
will and to rule over the fallen and degenerating race, which,
because of sin, needed this government.

That angels were the rulers of that epoch is not only
indicated by all references to that period, but may be
reasonably inferred from the Apostle’s remark when con-
trasting the present dispensation with the past and the
fature. He endeavors to show both the righteousness and
the enduring character of the future rulership of the world,
saying, "The world to come hath he not put in subjection to
the angels.” No, it {a put under the control of Jesus and his
joint-heirs, and hence it shall not only be more righteous than
the present rule of Satan, but it shall be more successful
than was the previous rule by the angels.~B8ee Heb, 2:2. 5.

In their original estate all the angels seemed to possess

[1877]
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become corrupt, vain and idolatrous, in proportion as they
had artained national distinétion. This was in the days of
King Zedekiah; and the divine decree was expressed n the
words of the prophet : *“Thus saith the Lord God, remove
the diadem and take off the crown: this shall not be the
same: exalt him that is low and abase him that is high. I
will overturn, overturn, overturn it ; and it shall be no more
until he come whose right it is, and I will give it him.”'—
Ezek. 21: 24-27.

This overturning of the crown, or dominion, has been
accomplished. It was first turned over to Babylon, then
to Medo-Persia, then to Grecia, and then to Rome. The
charafter of these empires, as recorded on the pages of his-
tory, we have found to agree perfeftly with the prophetic
descriptions, as portrayed in Nebuchadnezzar's vision of
the great image and in Daniel’s vision of the four beasts.
This overturned condition of Israel’s dominion was to con-
tinue until Christ, the rightful heir to the throne of Israel
and all the earth, who purchased it with his own precious
blood, would come and take control. His, as we have
seen, will be the fifth universal empire of earth, the King-
dom of God under the whole heavens. But unlike the
preceding four dominions which were permitted for an
appointed time, and therefore recognized, though not ap-
provingly, this one will beapproved and established by God,
as his representative in the earth. It will be God’s King-
dom, the Kingdom of Jehovah's Anointed. It will be
established gradually, during a great time of trouble with
which the Gospel age will close, and in the midst of which
present dominions shall be utterly consumed, passing away
amid great confusion.

In this chapter we present the Bible evidence proving
_that the full end of the times of the Gentiles, 1. ¢., the full

end of their lease of dominion, will be reached in A. D.

Times of the Gentiles. 77

1914;and that that date will be the farthest limit of the rule of

imperfect men. And be it observed, that if this is shown to
be a fat firmly established by the Scriptures, it will prove ;—

Firstly, That at that date the Kingdom of God, for which
our Lord taught us to pray, saying, ‘' Thy Kingdom come,”’
will obtain full universal control, and that it will then be
“set up,'’ or firmly established, in the earth, on the ruins
of present institutions.

Secondly, It will prove that he whose right it is thus to take
the dominion will then be present as earth’s new Ruler; and
not only so, but it will also prove that he will be present for
a considerable period before that date; because the overthrow
of these Gentile governments is directly caused by his dashing
them to pieces as a potter’s vessel (Psa. 2: 9; Rev. z:27),
and establishing in their stead his own righteousgovernment.

Thirdly, It will prove that some time before the end of
A. D. 1914 the last member of the divinely recognized
Church of Christ, the *“‘royal priesthood,’’ * the body of
Christ,” will be glorified with the Head; because every
member is to reign with Christ, being a joint-heir with him
of the Kingdom, and it cannot be fully *‘set up '’ without
every member.

Fourthly, It will prove that from that time forward Jern-
salem shall no longer be trodden down of the Gentiles, but
shall arise from the dust of divine disfavor, to honor ; because
the “Times of the Gentiles”’ will be fulfilled or completed.

Fifthly, It will prove that by that date, or sooner, Israel's
blindness will begin to be turned away ; because their
“blindness in part’’ was to continue only ** zn#7 the fulness
of the Gentiles be come in’’ (Rom. 11: 25), or, in other
words, until the full number from among the Gentiles, who
are to be members of the body or bride of Christ, would
be fully selected.

Sixthly, It will prove that the great ¢ time of trouble such
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as never was since there was a nation,”” will reach its cul-
mination in a world-wide reign of anarchy ; and Emn BH—
will learn to be still, and to know that Jehovah is G
and that he will be exalted in the earth. Qumn 46:10 )
The condition of things spoken of in mwﬂ_o.orn ?nm:w.mo
as raging waves of the sea, melting earth, Ewnw. .EoE.hENu.
and burning heavens will then pass away, and .nwn =.2_<v nm.n
ens and new earth’’ with their peaceful anm:.pmu wil nmw
to be recognized by trouble-tossed —E.Bmu:w. ww_n ”.ﬂn
Lord’s Anointed and his rightful and nmrﬂno:.m »En._oa Y
will first be recognized by a company A.:. God’s children
while passing through the great tribulation—the n_.ﬁa HMM
resented by » and ¢ on the Chart of n.ra >m.nm Mnn m_u
pages 235 to 239, VoL. 1.); afterward, Just at its n._wo. Y
fleshly Israel ; and ultimately by mankind in mnump_.m Wmu ]
Seventhly, It will prove m—wm mﬂnx%ﬁn \Hu RMMM A_w.owﬂw - nw:
ized in power, wi in the
”ﬂm M“..m%“w:m_» nwnumwmam_n image (Dan. 2:34)—and ?:M
consume the power of these kin 5. Its own power w%:-
dominion will be established as fast as by _ﬂm.w.n:& _Mrmn
ences and agencies it crushes and scatters the ‘‘powers
be’*—civil and ecclesiastical—iron and clay.

THE BEGINNING OF GENTILE TIMES, 606 B.C.

Our Lord's words, “‘until the fimes* of %.5 Gentiles be
fulfilled,”’ imply that the times of the Oﬁiumnu. must M»Mn
a definitely appointed limit; because an unlimited, _=:m -
nite period could not be said to be fulfilled. ww. t num
Gentile rule had a beginning, will last for a fixed time, an
will end at the time appointed.

dered “times’’ is 2aéros, which signifies o
mhmﬂ_.%hnamwmw s st " v e ?:oas.n%“m.
sages 1 i 135 ; 114 ; Acts 3:19; 17:26.

] 1:15; I Tim. 6:15; Rev. 12:14;
The a.qnaw.— ﬂ.—..__nmmhmbﬁmm: in Acts 1:7 is from the same Greek word.
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The beginning of these Gentile Times s clearly located
by the Scriptures. Hence, if they furnish us the length also
of the fixed period, or lease of Gentile dominion, we can
know positively just when it will terminate. The Bible
does furnish this fixed period, which must be fulfilled ;
but it was furnished in such a way that it could not be un-
derstood when written, nor until the lapse of time and the
events of history had shed their light upon it; and even
then, only by those who were watching and who were not
overcharged by the cares of the world,

The Bible evidence is clear and strong that the ¢ Times
of the Gentiles’’ is a period of 2520 years, from the year
B. C. 606to and including A. D. 1914. This lease of uni-
versal dominion to Gentile governments, as we have already
seen, began with Nebuchadnezzar—not when his reign be-
gan, but when the typical kingdom of the Lord passed
away, and the dominion of the whole world was left in the
hands of the Gentiles. The date for the beginning of the
Gentile Times is, therefore, definitely marked as at the time

of the removal of the crown of God’s typical kingdom,
from Zedekiah, their last king.

According to the words of the prophet (Ezek. z1:25-27),
the crown was taken from Zedekiah; and Jerusalem was
besieged by Nebuchadnezzar’s army and laid in ruins, and
s0 remained for seventy years—until the restoration in the
first year of Cyrus. (2 Chron. 36: 21-23.) Though Jeru-
salem was then rebuilt, and the captives returned, Israel has
never had another king from that to the present day.

Though restored to their land and to personal liberty by
Cyrus, they, as a nation, were subject successively to the
Persians, Grecians and Romans, Under the yoke of the
latter they were living when our Lord’s first advent occurred,
Pilate and Herod being deputies of Czsar.

With these facts before us, we readily find the date for
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obtained the dominion (Dan. 2: 37, 38) ; Medo-Persia e xiste
ed before it conquered Babylon ; and so with all kingdoms :
they must first have existed and have received superior
power before they could conquer others. So, too, with
God’s Kingdom: it has existed in an embryo form for
eighteen centuries; but it, with the world at large, was
made subject to ¢ the powers that be,”” ¢ ordained of God."’
Until their ‘‘seven times '’ shall end, the Kingdom of God
cannot come into universal dominion. However, like the
others, it must obtain power adequate to the overthrow of
these kingdoms before it shall break them in pieces.

So, in this ¢ Day of Jehovah,’ the ¢ Day of Trouble,"
our Lord takes hisgreat power (hitherto dormantyand reigns,
and this it is that will cause the trouble, though the world
will not so recognize it for some time. That the saints
shall share in this work of breaking to pieces present king-
doms, there can be no doubt. It is written, ¢ This honor
have all his saints—to execute the judgments written, to
bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters
of iron’’—of strength. (Psa. 149:8, 9.) “He that over-
cometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I
give power over the nations, and he shall rule them with a
rod of iron ; as the vessels of a potter shall they [the empires)
be broken to shivers.””—Rev. 2:26, 27; Psa. 2: 8, g.

But our examiration, in the preceding volume, of the great
difference in charadter between the Kingdom of God and
the beastly kingdoms of earth, prepares us to see also a
difference in modes of warfare. The methods of conquest
and breaking will be widely different from any which have
ever before overthrown nations. He who now takes his
great power to reign is shown in symbol (Rev. 19:15) as
the one whose sword went forth ouf of ks moutk, ¢ that with
it he should smite the nations; and he shall rule them with
arod of iron.”” That sword is the TrutH (Eph. 6:17);
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and the living saints, as well as many of the world, are now
being used as the Lord’s soldiers in overthrowing errors and
evils. But let no one hastily infer a peaceable conversion
of the nations to be here symbolized ; for many scriptures,
Such as Rev. 11:1%,18; Dan. 12:1; 2 Thes, 2: 8; Psalms
149 and 47, teach the very opposite.

Be not surprised, then, when in subsequent chapters we
present proofs that the setting up of the Kingdom of God
is already begun, that it is pointed out in prophecy as due
to begin the exercise of power in A. D. 1878, and that the
“‘battle of the great day of God Almighty’' (Rev. 16:14.),

which will end in A. D. 1914 with the complete overthrow
of earth’s present rulership, is already commenced. The
gathering of the armies is plainly visible from the stand-
point of God’s Word.

If our vision be unobstructed by prejudice, when we get
the telescope of God’s Word rightly adjusted we may see
with clearness the character of many of the events due to
take place in the ¢“Day of the Lord’’—that we are in the
very midst of those events, and that ¢ the Great Day of His

Wrath is come.”’
The sword of truth, already sharpened, is to smite every

evil system and custom—ecivil, social and ecclesiastical.
Nay, more, we can see that the smiting is commenced:
freedom of thought, and human rights, civil and religious,
long lost sight of under kings and emperors, popes, synods,
councils, traditions and creeds, are being appreciated and
asserted as never before. The internal confli¢t is already
fomenting : it will ere long break forth as a consuming fire,
and human systems, and errors, which for centuries have
fettered truth and oppressed the groaning creation, must
melt beforeit. Yes, truth—and widespread and increasing
knowledge of it—is the sword which is perplexing and
wounding the heads over many countries. (Psa. 110:6.)
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only in its incipient stage, in its humiliation, withont
power o privilege of reigning—without the crown, pos-
sessing only the scepter of promise: unrecognized by the
world, and subject to the ¢ powers that be "’—the Gentile
kingdoms. And the heirs of the heavenly kingdom maust
50 continue, until the time appointed for them to reign
together with Christ. During the time of trouble, closing
this age, they will be exalted to power, but their ¢ refon '’ of
righteousness over the world can date only from A. D. 1914

—when the Timesof the Gentiles haveexpired. Therefore it

is the duty of the Church to await patiently the appointed
time for its trinmph and glorious reign ; te keepseparate from
the kingdoms of this world as strangers, pilgrims and for-
eigners; and, as heirs of the Kingdom to come, to let their
hopes and ambitions center in it. Christians should recog-
nize the true charaéter of these kingdoms, and, while they
keep separate from them, should render to them due respect
and obedience, because God has permitted them to rule.
As Paul teaches, ¢ Let every soul be subject unto the higher
powers ; for there is no power but of God."’—Rom. 13: 1.

Nor can fleshly Isracl come into their long promised
inheritance until that time, though preparatory steps will
previously be taken ; for God will not fully establish either
the earthly or the spiritual phase of his Kingdom until this
lease to the Gentiles expires.

The crown (dominion) was removed from God's people
{both the spiritual and the fleshly seed) until the Times of the
Gentiles shall end—at the glovious presence of Messiah,
who will be not only ‘“King of the Jews,”’ but ““King over
all the earth, in that day.”” Some may think that this re-
moval of the crown from Israel was a violation of the
promise, ** The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a
law-giver from between his feet, until Shiloh come.” {Gen.

#9: 10.} Note, however, a distinétion between the crowsn
6B
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only in its incipient stage, in its humiliation, without
power or privilege of reigning—without the crown, pos-
sessing only the scepter of promise: unrecognized by the
world, and subjet to the ¢ powers that be ’’—the Gentile
kingdoms., And the heirs of the heavenly kingdom must
so continue, until the time appointed for them to reign
together with Christ. During the time of trouble, closing
this age, they will be exalted to power, but their << refgn”’ of
righteousness over the world could not precede A.D: 1915
—when the Timesol the Gentiles have expired. Therefore it
is the duty of the Church to await patiently the appointed
time for its trinmphand glorious reign ; to keepseparate from
the kingdoms of this world ag strangers, pilgrims and for-
eigners; and, as heirs of the Kingdom to come, to let their
hopes and ambitions center in it. ~Christians should recog-
nize the irue charaéer of these kingdoms, and, while they
keep separate from them, should render to them due respect
and obedience, because God has permitted them to rule.
As Paul teaches,  Let every soul be subject unto the higher
powers; for there is no power but of God.”'—Rom. 13: 1.

Nor can fleshly Israel come into their long promised
inheritance until that time, though preparatory steps will
previously be taken ; for God will not fully establish either
the earthly or the spiritual phase of his Kingdom until this
lease to the Gentiles expires.

The crown (dominion) was removed from God's people
(both the gpiritual and the fleshly seed) until the Times of the
Gentiles shall end—at the glorious presence of Messiah,
who will be not only ¢ King of the Jews,”” but “‘King over
all the earth, in that day.”” Some may think that this re-
moval of the crown from Jsrael was a violation of the
promise, < The scepter shall not depart from: Judah, nor a
law-giver from between his feet, until Shiloh come.™ {Gen.
49: 10.) Note, however, a distinction between the crown

6-B

The Time Is at Hand, 1915 edition



The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society
prophecies regarding 1918



62 The Finished Mystery REV. 3

Mark 1:5; Luke 1:5, 65; 3:1; 7:17; Acts 11:29; Rom.
15:31, and especially_John 7:1-3 and 1 Thes. 2:1416.
The data presented in comments on Rev. 2:1 prove that

1 28. was entirely Impossible to foresee whether our
TOTd meant that A. D. 70 or A. D. 73 should serve as our
guide to the time when the Jewish polity came to an end,
until after Qctober, 1915, bad passed. Moreover, We have
seen the promised signs, “upon the earth distress of
nations, with perplexity; men’s hearts faillng them for
fear, and for looking after those things which are coming
on the earth,” and we have the Lord's words for it that
having seen those things “the Kingdom of God is nigh
Mu..w uwﬂ%.:_.”.qm: «Mﬁw:uom Hm%c..u.: and our “redemption

weth nigh.” uke :26-36; M : 27-30.
possible that A. D. 1980 marks the WMMvnWWMMMQ.Nn wﬂ. n_.w
Fleshly Israel ftom their captivity in death. It is just 70
years beyond 1910, the date when Pastor Russell gave his
great witness to the Jewish people in the New York Hip-
podrome. See page 5561 (1).

But if the tlme of nominal Zion's travail (Iss. 66:8) is
due to occur in the Spring of 1918, and if we are now but
the “one day” (one year) distant from that event which
the Prophet mentions, what should be our expectation
.H.mmw..&bw the experience of the “little flock” meantime?

The symbolic travail, in the above prophecy, is a refer-
ence to the great Time of Trouble—the travail that is to
come upon the nominal Gospel church, Great ‘Babylon,’
from which some are to be counted worthy to escape.
(Luke 21:36.) This is indicated by the preceding verse,
which locates the time of this prophecy as synchronmous
with that wherein is heard ‘a voice of noise [confusionl]
{rom the city’ [Babylon], and ‘a voice [of truth and
warning] from the Temple’ [the elect Little Flock of
consecrated and faithful ones], and ‘a volce of Jehovah
that rendereth recompense to His enemies’—in the great
Time of Trouble. The travail that is coming 8 to be
MMOH nu..wu.»ﬁw-nN_oul.m__.wuuﬂmunoﬂ.. ‘Babylon’; and it will
and sore affliction—‘a Tim
was not since there was a nation.’ St

Wycliffe, Luther and Russell 63

“But the marvelous thing the Prophet here has to re-
cord is that a Man-child is to be born out of Zlon before
this travail comes. This is a striking reference to the
tact, elsewhere clearly taught, that the rips wheat of the
Gospel Church is to be separated from the tares, that
they are to be exalted and glorified before the burning,
the consuming trouble, shall come upon the latter. This
Man-child is, therefore, the Little Flock—the true Zion in
God’s estimation, the Body of Christ; as it is written,
“There shall come out of Zion [the nominal Gospel
Church] the Deliverer [The Christ, Head and Bodyl, and
shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob [the Fleshly
l¢rael, or Zionl’ (Rom. 11:26.) This is the Man-child
that is to bless all the familles of the earth. (Gen. 28:14;
CGal. 3:15, 29) The birth of the Man-child is the First
Resurrection. Blessed and holy are all they that have
part in the First Resurrection. Such are now begotten
of God by the Word of Truth, and quickened by the Holy
Spirit (Jas. 1:18; Eph. 2:1; Rom. 8:11), and in due time—
before the travail—they will be born in the glorious like-
ness of Christ. The birth of this Man-child began over
elghteen hundred years ago with the resurrection of
Christ Jesus. There the Head of this Body of Christ
came forth: and as surely as the Head has been born,
so surely shall the Body come forth. ‘'Shall I bring to
the birth, and not cause to bring forth? saith the Lord:
ghall I cause to bring forth and shut the womb? saith thy
God.’ (Isa. 66:9.) Ah, no! ‘the Man-child, The Christ com-
plete, the Great Deliverer, shall come forth.”—Z.'04-135.

“But,” says one, “where is the fiery chariot that is to
accomplish a cleavage between the Elijah and Blisha
classes?’ We offer the suggestion that the flery horses
are lurid prophecies; the horsemen are Ezekiel and Johm,
and the chariot is the vehicle in which their Message is
brought to the Elijah class. And do the Elijah class
take to that vehicle? They do. And why? Because “the
sheep follow Him; for they know His voice.” (John
10:4.) The separation between the Elijah and Elisha
classes will be brought about in a perfectly natural way,
by some using the chariot which the Lord provides, and
others recognizing it, but not attempting to use it to
mount to the skies. And what should we expect such a
flery chariot would do when caught up into the heavens?
The answer is prophetic, “The heavens being on fire shall
be dissolved;” “The heavens shall pass away with a
great noise;” “And all the host of beaven shall be dis-
solved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a
scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf
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Have sealed the servants of our God.—See Rev. 19:20;
14:1. Satan is a diligent student of time prophecy (Luke
12:39); but not having the Holy Spirit he Is unable to
reach accurate conclusions. Seeing a definite Plan, and
& definite time for every important feature of that Plan,
his alm has ever been to thwart the purposes of the
Almighty. This attempt to destroy the Seed began with
the death of Abel and still continues. No doubt Satan
believed the Millennial Kingdom was due to be set up in
1915; and no doubt, also, he knew that seven years prior
to the time of the setting up of that kingdom the restraints
upon the evil spirits would be lifted. Be that as it may,
there is evidence that the establishment of the Kingdom
in Palestine will probably be in 1925, ten years later than
we once calculated. The 70 jubilees, reckoned as 50 years
each, expire October, 1925. (B186.) Gen. 15:1-16:3, read
connectedly, indicates that Abraham's vision as to when
he would receive the Kingdom was not granted until ten
years after the Covenant was made, or 2035 B. C. The
ages of the animals offered aggregated eleven years,
which, applied prophetically, on the scale of a year for a
day, equal 3960 years, the length of time from the date of
the visions to A. D. 1926 (Z.07-79).

same fate, The great war ging certainly
the work of evil spirits, and the Kaiser is not the only
clever ruler who has been deceived by evil sypirits, as his-
tory will sometime show.—Lu. 12:56..

If our reasoning is correct, we inquire whether there was
any indication of a move on Satan’s part 7 years prior to
1915, showing that he expected the restraints to be re-
moved from the evil spirits at that time; and we answer
that there was something very definite indicated at that
time. In the Vow, advised by Pastor Russell In that year,
and in the experiences of many, for and against it, it is
plain that the Enemy then attempted to come in like a
flood, but was held back—restrained until the sealing work
is done. (Matt, 10:25; Luke 22:42-44; Heb. 12:4; Iza.
63:3.) After the demons have been turned loose on the
swine class, we shall see what happens. (Matt. 7:5;
8:31-34.) Those now fearful that they might learn some-
thing will be terror-stricken then for a different reason.

Seventh Seal and Great Company 129

helr foreh=ads.—"“The storm is held in check E.n:.
5“_55"5:_: gervants of God are ‘sealed in their foreheads
(Exod. 13:9; 28:36, 38; Deut. 6:8; Ezek. 9:4-6; Rev. 14:1),
1. e., until such are given an inteitectual appreciation which
will not only comfort them, and shield them, but algso be a
mark, seal or evidence of their sonship, as indicated by our
Lord when He promised that the Holy wE__.: should show
to the faithful ‘things to come.” (John 16:13.") (B169.) When
the demon test comes, those who have the mark of son-
ship (Ezek. 9:2-4) will know it and will stand the test,
while all others will surely fail. A letter from one of s..@
Bethel workers, written shortly after Pastor Russell's
death, says: “About three months ago 1 asked m..m..s—.w_
questions at the table, the last one being as follows, Since
1 now see that the Jewish Time of Trouble did not end
until the year 73 A. D,, as I fully proved to myself by con-
culting the historians, what then are we to expect in the
parallel year 19187 Brother Fussell put the question to
three prominent bre

v OF opportunity for sacrifice ani
gervice open before you, enter in. But enter aquickly: for
the night of darkness and of intense opposition to the
truth will ere long be upon us and will hinder you from
engaging in the service. “The morning cometh, and n:mw
the night! ‘The night cometh in which no man can work.”
When that is true, you may know that ‘the door is shut.
that all the wise virgins have entered in, that all have heen
proved, and that all vacancles have been mnamia_.d.:. filled.
All the special 'servants of God’ having by that time been
'sealed In their forekeads' (given an intellectuzl apprecia-
tion of God's Plan), the four winds will be loosed and will
produce the great ‘whirlwind’ of trouble in ﬂwm.EEmn am
which the remnant of the Elljah class will be changed,
end exalted to Kingdom glory.”—C225.

7:4. And | heard the number of them which were
sealed.—"We have every reason to believe that the definite,
fixed number of the Elect is that geveral times stated —ﬂ
Revelation, namely, 144,000 ‘redeemed from AamoOngs
men.” (F179; Rev. 14:1.) This is the equivalent of one
gaint fully developed for each five days of the Ags.

9
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away and without outward expression sink tegether inte
the fellowship of helpless grief,

© 24:24, Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign: accerding to all
that he hath done shall ye do: and when this cometh, ye
shall know that | am the Lord God.—Thus the silent sor-
row at Pastor Russell’s heart was to be a gign to Christen-
dom, The sorrowful experiences of Pastor Russell in this
connection shall later om be those of all Chriatendom;
“and when this cometh” they shall know that Jehovah God
i:; supreme, and back of all the judgments of the troubla

me,

. PASTOR RUSSELL DEAD, BUT SPEAKRING AGAIN

24:25, 26. Also, thou son of man, shall it not be in the
day when | take from them their strength, the joy
of thelr glory, the desire of thelr eyes, and that whereupon
they set thefr minds, thelr sons and their daughters. That
he that escapeth in that day shall come unto thee, to cause
thee to hear It with thine ears?—Also, in the year 1918
when God destroys the churches wholesale and the churc
memberg by millions, it shall be that any that escape sha
come to tha works of Pastor Russell to learn the meaning
of the downfall of “Christianity.”

24:27. In that day shall thy mouth be opened to him
which is escaped, and thou shalt speak, and be no more
dumb: and thou shalt be a sign unto them; and they shail
know that 1 am the Lord—Pastor Russell’s voice has been
atilled in death; and his voice is, comparatively speaking,
dumb to what it will be. In the time of revolution and
anarchy he ghall speak, and be no more dumb to those
that escape the destruction of that day. Pastor Russell
shall “be & sign unto them,” ghall tell them the truth about
the Divine sppointment of the trouble, as they consuit his
books, scattered to the number of ten milllon through-
out Christendom. His words shall be a sign of hope unto
them, epnabling them to see the bright side of the cloud
and to look forward with anticipation to the glorious
Elngﬁ!grg of God to be established. Then “they shall know

e rd,”

I

==

*“ Bulld thee move stately mansions, O my soul,
As the swift seasons roll!
Leave thy low vaulied past!
Let each new temple, nobler than the last,
Shut thee from heaven with a dome more vast,
Till thou at Iength art free,
Leaving thine outgrown shell by life's unresting sea.”
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EZEEKIEL 7
DAWN OF THE EVIL DAY

7:1-6. Moreover the word of the Lor m

saying, Also, thou son of man, thus mommﬂwnuso. _”.oz.,.n% nﬂuﬂ
unto the land of Israel; An end, the end is come upon the
four corners of ths land. Now is the end come upon thee
and | will send Mine anger upon thee, and will judge nsum
accarding to thy ways, and will recompense upan thee all
nE..._n mro_.:.:w:o:m. And Mine eye shall not spare thee,
neither will | have pity; but | will recompense thy ways
upon thee, and thine abominations shall be in the midst
of thee; and ye shall know that | am the Lord. Thus saith
the Lord God; An evil, an only evil, behold, is come. An
end is come, the end is come; it watcheth for thee; be-
hold, it |8 come.—Chapter 7 includes what Ezekiel mm.ﬂ in
type u.Em what the Ezekiel class now sees in antitype—the
destruction of the symbolic earth (the soecial order), and
the causes therefor; the escape of the remnant wha will
pass alive through the trouble into the better order of
ﬁEumm:“ the defilement and destruction of God's “orna-
ment,” Christendom; and the binding and destruction of
the rule of wicked might. Pastor Russell’'s mission, in
large part, wag to advise Christendem of lts mawmnmz_m
end, in the time of world-wide trouble. It is the Divine
judgment upon the nations. They reap as they have
mWﬁP In timea past God winked at the iniquity of men
(Acts .wa?,: but now evil ghall receive its just recom-
pense in the wrath of long-insulted Justice. It will be 2
period of unmixed evil upon Christendom, the purpose of
ﬂ.Enm. will be to demonstrate to men’s certain knowledge
that “thy God reigneth.” (Isa. 52:7.) There will be no
nr.w.nnw of escaping from destruction, though the nations—
Mm in nmmmm of Germany, the Allies and the United States—
.Hmm.—.%,ﬂwowzmmmmw in vain for some way of securing peace.
the MIilTenn
in_the wor
Turlus morn —Lam_4:

M0, The morning 15 come unto thee

9. ot

dwelleat in the land: the time is come, ﬂ_._n.am% owo...ﬂowﬂﬂ
Is fear, and not the sounding again of the mountaina,

404

Dawn of the Evil Day 405

Now wiil | shortly pour out My fury upon thee, and ac-
complish Mine anger upon thee; and 1 will judge thee
according to thy ways, and will recompense thee for all
thins abominations. And Mine eye shall not spare, neither
wilt | have pity; | will recompense thee according to thy
ways and thine abominations that are in the midst of thee;
and ye shall know that | am the Lord that smiteth.—The
chiefest sufferers will be those setting affections on
earthly things, earth dwellera and earth lovers. Steep
mountain valleys are full of echoing sounds, falling trees,
dislodged rocks, avalanches, landslides, waterfalls, or the
thunders of local storms. Earth’s nations have been re-
gounding for centuries with local wars, seditions, revolu-
tions, famine and pestilence. (A318.) These passed AWAaY,
but the present commotion and impending revolution and
anarchy will not cease, but will spread and increase until
this order of things is destroyed.

7-10. Behold the Day, behold it Is come: the Morning
is gone forth; the rod hath blossomed, pride hath budded.
—pride goeth before destruction.” (Prov, 16:18.) Human
pride [emong kaisers, clergy, labor leaders, and capitalists],
has budded, blessomed forth into acts that will bring de-
giruction. The tod is a symbol of authority. Organized
authority is perverted from its Divinely appointed function
of restraint and punishment of crime into a rutbless rule
of might and blcodshed.

7:11. Violence Is rigen up into a rod of wlckedness;
none of them shall remain, nor of thelr multitude, nor of
any of theirs; nelther shall there be wailing for them.—
Those who rule by violence shall be utterly rooted out of
the earth in the Time of Trouble, vnhonored and unwept
(Jer. 16:4-6), accursed for the evil they have wrought.
The clergy, for whom many would even have died in the
past, but who have preached the people into this war and
into the world’s ruin, will become objects of popular hatred.

7:12. The time is come, the Day draweth near; let not
the buyer rejoice, nor the seller mourn; for wrath is upon
all the multituds thereof.—The year 1918, with its fearful
revolutions and succeeding anarchy, is at the door.

7:13. For the seller shall not return to that which Is
gold, although they were yet alive?l for the vision Is touch-
Ing the whole multitude thereof, which shall not return;
nelther shall any strengthen himself in the Iniguity of his
life—This indicates the languishing and eventual decline
and cessation of business. (Isa. 13:8.) Symbolieally, it
represents the ceasing of the clergy from “selling” reli-
gion and the people from buying. “Success conslats in
Eknowing how to be discreetly dishonest,” is Row a common
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Arar 15 1918 THE
¢hings and T have rest about the matter when I realize after
careful thaught and prayer that by subscribing to the Vaw
1 am doing his hol{ will. . I hate always appreciated the
yforning Resolve. 1f the V. D. AL guestmns were being an-
swered by me now I betieve 1 would give more eare to the
work. 3vb T think on the whole the answers were very close
to the truth. 1 shall sign and date separate slip for attach-
ment o Vow farm, or you can return me the slip itself and I
will aign it . .

1 have deeply appreciated the article, “The Price of Exalta-
sion” in Nov. 1ith Warcn ToweR, It is clear evidence to me
the Tord is still at the helm,
yuur brother in hope of eternal life,

J. R. DoucLas.—Aus.

APPRECIATES FPREE PRESS AND SPEECH
Diar SIRS:—
Ay attention has been called through a news item to-a
pook published by you called “The Finiahed Mystery,” which
the Cnnadian press censor proscribed as pro-German.

WATCH TOWER

- and undemocratic methods to suppress.

{127-130)

I there is no law in this country against your supplywg
the book, plesse let me know its price. Qatalogue or uthue
publicationa of yours would be uppreciuted.

As I understand it, a free presa is one of the fundamentals
upon which this government is based. I like to see for my-
gelf why certain books and publientions are so greatly feared
by the ruling class. Thus far [ have uaually found that there
is some unpleavant truth which they hope hy these tyrannical
All autocrats hate
to let the people do their thinking. T believe that noth-
ing that could be done would do more to create dissatisiac-
tion and unrest in a country supposedly free than to attempt
sutocrativally to say what the people shall ba allawed ta read
or not read,

I am far from being n pro-German, but I pride myself on
heing a free and independent American, and wothing -tirs
me more than to se¢ efforts made to suppress free-speech, free-
press and free-assembly.

Sincerely, F. H. S—N. Y.

Vor. XXXIX

RROOKLYN, N. Y, MAY 1, 1018

No. 9

ZION'S TRIUMPH NEAR

wCast mot awcay therefore your confidence, which hath great vecompense of reward. For ye Rave need .of paticnce, that, after
we have dome the will of God, ye might reccive the prumise."—Ilebrews 10:35, 36.

With bated breath and jorful heart the watehera in Zion
behold the elosing of the harvest. Nost the dark night. fol-
lowed <hortly by the gloriows suphirst of everlasting happi-
urss, Wandertul i the present privilege of the faithinl watch-
ors. Tha graduating test i3 now upen the echureh.

By the wards of our text St. Paul clearly proves that
patienca (cheerful endttraner) i3 the final test, anl that this
tpat must come after wo have done the will of God. What,
then. hus heen and is the will of God for the members of Zion
in the elasing drys of the ave? During the prst forty vears

tlhe harvest of the age has heen in progress.  That }hg llul'\'g’-it
began in 1878, there is nmple and convincing proaf, ha énid
Gf LHe wirsest 15 dne n the sprin® o . uring ihe perio
of tho harvest the will of God concerming his people finds
expression in the words of the Master: “In the time of har-
vest [ will say to the renpers. Gather ye together first tho
tares, and %ind them in bhundles to burn them: but g:lther
the wheat into my harn'” ({Matthew 13:30) In that time,
acearling to Lis word, he las sent. forth his messengera with
a great sound of a trumpet, to gather his elect from one end
of heaven to the other.  (Matthew 23:31)  Again God ex-
pressed his will comeerning his people, saying, “Gather my
snints together unte me: those that have made a covenant
with me by sacrifice” (Psalm 50:5) Again Jesus expreased
the will of our Fatlier: *“Thrust in thy sickle and reap; for
the time is come for theo to reap: for the harvest of the earth
{forder-loving people] i3 ripe—Revelation 14:15. 3

The siexle hors mentioned 13 the messame of truth: thrust-
ing it in means to send out the truth to those who hunger for
it, Awiin God expressed his will coneerning the ealled ones
when he rommissiotied them to preach the good thlings to the
meek, to hind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liherty to
the enptivea, to proelaim the areeptable vear of the Lord and
the day of vengeance of our God (Isaiah B1:1-3); and that
this vengeance should he declared amainst Babylon. (Jeremiah
G1:61 Jesns makes it elear that the latter part of the work
af the harvest is the suthering of the vine of the earth. (Reve-
lntion 14:18)  TE then, we see thoss things fulfilled and we
have jovfully participated in the work of theiv fulfillment. we
ave been datnz the will of Gnd; and it is after thus doing
his will that we must cheerfully endure before receiving the
promise,

HOW FULFILLED

Tt is doubtless trua that every saint this side the ¥ail who
has a knowledgze of pressnt truth eame to such kmowledge
of God's plin since L878—the opening of the harvest work,
At that time the church nominal was composed of both wheat
and tares. true and false Christians, During the time of the
harvest these classed wust be separated. Tn outwnrd appear-
anre the two are much alike. The great Master had personally
instructed that there shonld be no attempt at separation until
the harvest time.

He himself has been present, directing the work of separa-
ting the two clesses; and he has used various conserrated in-
strnment3 as his messenzers te do this work, The separating
and gathering work has been accomplished with a aickle.
‘which is the message of truth, and which necessarily must
be understood by the consecrated, The thrusting in of tnat

sickle of trath has had the effect of causing all dvnominatiums
cr religious aystems to bind themselves together in buwiles:
thus uniting to oppesc tie message of truth, This binding to-
gether in bumiles, uecording to the parable, must take place
belore the destruction of the tares. That these bumdles have
for some time been bound together cannot be gainsald, ‘Foe
tacit union of the systems is complete, all together compaaing
Babylon, mother and daughters. f DBabvlon i
sealed _ond has Leen announced,

arues (Revelation ; p

find

B
low _gnortly.
SEALING OF TBE SAINTS

During the entire forty years of the harvest the senling
of the saints progressed, A knowledge and appreciation oi
God’s plan has served as both a sealing and a separiating
agency. To these who hungeral and thirsted far the truth,
God gave the satisfying portion: and those who appreviated
it huve heen prompt in doing his will concerning them iy
gladly engaging in the harvest work. These heard tne call,
“Come out of Babylon” and joyiully obeyed, took wp the
trumpet and engaged in sounding forth the message nf the
kingdom,

The gront Master of the harvest, through St John, zhowa
that this sealing is in the forehead and must he accompliahed
before the storm of destruction breaks upon Babylon. ‘T'his
seems clenrly to indieate that every one who will be of lhe
kingdom class must have a knowledze and &ppreciation of
Gol's plan by the end of the harvest. If the harvest has
ended, then fhe sealing is camplete. The evidence atrunyly
indieates that all the sainta are sealed. This would meun
that all the saints have been gathered into the “horn"—int
the condition of separatenesa from the world.

Coneernine this point, the Laodicean messenger wrote:

“When this night cometh, when the renpers must prelse
their labars, it will prove that this final work of the Ginspel
age is necomplished; that the elect number of the bride of
Chriat have all been ‘sealed,’ and ‘gathered’ into a condition
of separateness from the worlidly—into the barn condition:
for God will not permit anything to put an end to his work
until it is finished, Then all the true and faithinl servanis
of God will have been sealed in their foreheads; amd. inc
work of the Gospel age being finished, no more can enter into
that work or reap its rieh reward."—C 211, 212,

“The forehead sealing indicates that a mental rompre-
hension of the truth will be the mark of seal which will sep-
grate snd distinmuish the servanta of God from the servanis
and votaries of Babylon, And this agrees with Deniel's testi-
mony: ‘The wise [of thy people] shall understand: hut none
of the wicked [unfaithful to their covenant] shall understand.’
(Daniel 12:10) Thus the classes are to be marked aml sep-
arated before the plagues come upon rejected, cast-off Baby-

lon,”—C 165, 1686.
PLAGUE OF HAIL
1t has heretofore been shown (2. 1018-119) that the first-
horn of Ezvpt pictured or reprrsented the clergy of Christen-
dom, elaiming to be the first ones of importance in the avs
tems. The expraition of the praphecies of Faekiel and Hevela
tion in “The Finished Mystery” shows to the world that th:
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the hills; and people shall flow unto it. And
many nations shall come, and say, Come, and
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to
the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach
us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths:
for the law shail go forth of Zion, and the word
of the Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall judge
among many people, and rebuke strong nations
afar off; and they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks;
nation shall not lift up a sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more. But they
shall sit every man under his vine and under his
fig tree; and none shall make them afraid; for
the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it.”
—Micah 4:1~4.
EARTHLY RULERS

As we have heretofore stated, the great jubi-
lee cycle is due to begin in 1925. At that time
the earthly phase of the kingdom shall be recog-
nized, The Apostle Paul in the eleventh chapter
of Hebrews names a long list of faithful men
who died before the crucifixion of the Lord and
before the beginning of the selection of the
church. These can never be a part of the heav-
enly class; they had no heavenly hopes; but God
has in store something good for them. They are
to be resurrected as perfect men and constitute
the princes or rulers in the earth, according to
his promise. (Psalm 45:16; Isaiah 32:1; Matt-

hew 8:11) Therefore we may confidently ex:
pect that 19256 will mark the return of Abraham,

Millions Now Living Will Never Die, 1920 edition



20 Millions Now Living Will Never Die

Issac, Jacob and the fai
particularly those named by the Apostle in

Hebrews chapter eleven, to the .condition of
human perfection,

RECONSTRUCTION

All the statesmen of the world, all the political
economists, all the thoughtful men and women,
recognize the fact that the conditions existing
prior to the war have passed away and that a
new order of things must be put in vogue, All
such recognize that this is a period now marking
the beginning of reconstruction, The great diffi-
culty is that these men are exercising only
human wisdom and have ignored the divine ar-
rangement. We are indeed at the time of recon-
struction, the reconstruction not only of a few
things, but of all things. The reconstruction
will not consist of patching up old and broken
down systems and forms and arrangements, but
the establishment of a new and righteous one
under the great ruler Christ Jesus, the Prince
of Peace, The Apostle Peter at Pentecost,
speaking under divine inspiration, and referring
to that time, said: “Times of refreshing shall
come from the presence of the Lord; and he
shall send Jesus Christ, which before was
preached unto you: whom the heaven must re-
ceive [retain] until the times of restitution of
all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth
of all his holy prophets since the world began".
—Acts 3:19:21,

Millions Now Living Will Never Die, 1920 edition
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in due time after the establishment of the king-
dom. Then it shall come to pass that every one
who will keep the saying of the Lord shall never
see death. This promise would not have been
made by Jesus if he did not intend to carry it
into full force and effect in due time.

Again he said: *“Whosoever liveth and be-
lieveth in me shall never die”. {John 11:26)
Do we believe the Master's statement? If so,
when the time comes for the world to know, then
they who believe and, of course, render them-
gselves in obedience to the terms have the abso-
lute and positive statement of Jesus that they
shall never die.

Based upon the argument heretofore set forth,
then, that the old order of things, the old world,
is ending and is therefore passing away, and
that the new order is coming in, and that 1925
ghall mark the resurrection of the faithful
worthies of old and the beginning of reconstruc-
tion, it is reasonable to conclude that millions
of people now on the earth will be still on the
earth in 1925. Then, based upon the promises
set forth in the divine Word, we must reach the
positive and indisputable conclusion that mil-
lions now living will never die.

Of course, it does not mean that every one will
live; for some will refuse to obey the divine
law; but those who have been evil and turn
again to righteousness and obey righteousness
shall live and not die. Of this we have the posi-
tive statement of the Lord’'s prophet, as follows:

Millions Now Living Will Never Die, 1920 edition
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Tavid foresaw a time when all the ends of the
world should remember and tarn unto the Lord,
and all :he kindreds of the nations worship Him
(Psalm 22:27); and further, that all the nations
should praise Him,and that He wonld judge and
govern them righteously at the time when the
ea~1 snould yield her increase.—Psalm 67:1-7.

It was Solomon who declared that the npright
shall dwell in the land and the perfect shall
remain in it; and that the righteous shall be
recompensed in the earth, and that the earth
abideth lorever.—Proverbs 2:21; 11:31; He-
clesiastes 1: 4. ;

TV: might cite all the prophets, but we com-

mend to you a careful reading and study of
them all at this time of great importance.
Zionism must suceeed; its success is certain.
Yet more than that, the people of Israel, rising
from the dust of the earth, shall become the
greatest people of the earth; for the Lord will
make them so. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the
faithful men of old shall be awakened-from
death and fully restored to perfect life as men.
‘Abraham and his children will yet come into
fril possession of the land of Palestine and hold
it for an everlasting possession, aceording to
God’s immutable promise. Moreover, Abraham
and other faithful ones of Israel will constitute
the visible earthly representatives of the king-
dom of God, as the Lord has plainly declared
through His prophet: “Instead of thy fathers
stall be thy children: thou wilt appoint them as
princes in all the land”.—Psalm 45: 17, Leeser.

The Jubilee

‘An understanding of the jubilee system which
Jehovah inaugurated with Israel throws a great
light upon the immediate future events. The
Seriptures clearly show that Israel, while God
dealt with them for more than eighteen cen-
turies, was a typical people. Their law was typ- .
ical, ‘oreshadowing greater and better things
to come. The Lord commanded Moses to insti-
tute the Sabhath system the year that Israel
entered the land of Canaan, which was 1575
vears before A. D. 1 (Leviticus 25:1-12), and
that every fftieth vear should be unte them a
year of jubilee. This was done on the tenth day
of the seventh month, the day of atonement.
“And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year and pro-
¢laim freedom throughout the land unto all the
inhabitants thereof; it shall be a jubilee unto

a3

you and ve shall return every man umto hiy
family.”

Other Seriptures show that there were to be
seventy jubilees kept. (Jeremiah 25:11; 2

Chronicles 36:17 -21) A simple calculation of
these jubilees brings us to this important fact:
Seventy jubilees of fifty years each would be a

total of 3,500 years. That period of time, be-
ginning in 1573 before A. E T, of necessntE
€ i Lhe Q @ Year at Wik

nitely fix the fact that there will be a resurrec.

tion of Abraham, T Jacab and other faith-
fal ones of old, and g;-i these will have the firat

favor,

. Wo MAY e t 1925 to witness the return
of thess !'u'ﬂ!ﬁ men of Israel from the condi-

ffon of death, being resurrected and fully re-
stored to perfect humanity and made the
visible, legal representatives of the new order
of things on earth, right here in Jerusalem.
Then Jerusalem will become the capital of the
and out from nation ow bless-
ings to all the nations of the earth. Becaunse
that time is at hand we can confidenfly say:
ToT8 nowW Niving will never die.

Messiah the King Invisible
The divine arrangement for .the establish-
ment of lasting’ peace and prosperity, life, lib-

-erty and happiness, will all be under the direct

control and supervision of the Messiah, the
raediator of the new covenant, of whom Moses
was the type. The successful and peaceful reign
of Solomon pictures the glorious reign of the
Messiah for the blessing of mankind.

Today we witness the world in distress, Jew
and Gentile alike. If the voice of the multitude
could now be heard to give expression to its
real desire, there would come up from every
quarter of the globe the ery: Give us a govern-
ment of righteonsnese, the foundations of which
are laid in justice and truth; give us peace and
not war; give ns ahundance of hread and not
poverty: give ns plemty and not profiteers; give
uy liberty and not oppression. Such a cry Je-
hovah has already anticipated and caused His

The Golden Age, March 16, 1921



THE STRONG CABLE OF CHRONOLOGY

F I VI world has had many svstems of chronology.
Amang these were the systems of Nubonassfr,
Micodon, Alexander, T'yre, Rome, the Jews, Crea-

tion, Diveletinn, Christ, Avaenda, Pevdda, the Hindu,
awl the Chinese, ¢nch counting from some national
event and covering eertain eras. These syztems may be
likened to chains oF to strings of beads, each dato heing
a link or unit in ibe whale. 'The relations existing
between the dates have been that each date has beon
f6 many years after the precodiyr and so many years
before the suceeeding edutee. An error in any one of
ihese wnits wpsets cither all previous dates or all or
zome of the later ones.

Much relinnee is sUl placed by historical writers upon
some of thise systems, Che chronelogy of the Assyrian
nations has been found d upon eomparisons of events
with (he so-called Canon of Ptolemy, which was a string
of datos which the Greelk historian arranged centuries
after the events, and which has been found full of in-
aceuracies, The Greeks every four years celebrated
athletic games called Olymipiads, the sueccession and
numher of which weve quite faithfully proserved; aisd
events in CGrook history were vecorded as taking place
in snch and such an Olympiad, olten with the year in
the Olympiad—Tfrst, second, thind, ar fourth—in which
instances the date of an event, if esvrovtly recorded in
the ancient histories, can he rclied upon to a consider-
uble extent.

OTHER SYSTEMS ALRE CIIAINS, NOT CABLES

Tivery chirouclogy whicll consixts of a mere string of
dates is to be ralizd upon only as each snecessive date
is correct, No known secular chronology has the citire
system fivmly knit togett r v conneeting-links hetween
dates which are not sneecssive, Fvery chronology would
be immensely strengthened if it were poseible to sy
concerning cach of the chief dates that it was, for
example, 1,000 wvears after another event, 080 years
after another, 200 years befove another, and so on. Fach
such line of ovidenee wonld tend to establish the more
firmly the eorrectness of the ehief dates, and through
them the intermediate ones. But such proofs of truth
are lacking in the sccular chronologies, and espeeiully
in periods of antignity. All scenlar chronologics are
mere puesses when they attempt to set dates for much
more than a few hundveed vears before Christ,

The chranolopy of present truth is, to begin with, a
string of dates. Jike other chronologies. That is to say,
the dates nre each known to bhe so many yems hefore
aud after the suceeeding and preceding dates, cach step
heing proved by the most reliable evidenee in existence,
But if this were all the proof of {he trustworthiness of
the chronology, it could not truthfully be claimed fo
be more reliable than are the secular chronologies. Thus
far, it is a ¢hain, and no stronger than its weakest link.

e % e wWey a ia § Tanshi

ne the dgtes o t-fr )

internal connevtions of the duates impart 8 much _greater

strovwerth than can be found in other chronologivs. Soimne

of them are of so remgrlable 3 cligragter gs clearly to

indicate that this chronelery is not of man, but of God.
Deinr of  divine orivin _gud _divinely _corroborated,

cpresent-truth chronolosy stands in a class by itself,

absolutely and unoualiliedly correct,

INCONTESTABLY ESTABLISHED

When a date is indicated hy several lines of evidence
it is strongly established. The scientific law of proba-
hilities fmparts a united gtrength to the strands of the
eable of chronology far greater than the sum of the
indivitual lines of evidenee, This i¢ a law which is
implivitly relied npon in important affairs: viz., that
when a thing is indieated in only one way it may be
by chamee; if it is indicated in two ways, it is almost
cerditin to be trur; amd if in more than two ways, it is
nsually impossible that it is by chance, or that it is not
true; and the addition of more proofs remeves it en-
tirely from the realm of chance into that of proven
coriainty.

‘This principle s applied daily in the weightiest
maiters 1o courts of law, The testimony of a single
witness may he eonsidercd donbtful, but that of only
two or {hree witnesses ineentestahly establishes the
truth. “In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall
every word be estahlished.”—2 Corinthians 13: 1.

In the ehronology of present truth there are so many
inter-relationships among the dates that it s not a
mere string of dates, not a chain, but a cable of strands
firmly knit together—a divinely unified gystem, with
most of the dates having such remarkable relations with
others as to stamp the system as not of human origin.

The automobile and the law of gravitation ave two
remarkable things. ‘The one was invented hy man; the
other was discovered by man. Man invents man-made
things, but discovers divinely-crcated prineiples. Pres-
ent-truth chronolegy is not an invention; it is a dis-
covery. ‘Thie various dizcoveries unite into a scientifie
system of chronology akin to the systems of seience in
physies, chemistry, radiology, and astronomy.

The matter of ebronology becomes worthy of the
close attention of able minds, hecanse it supplies the
data for a genuine philosophy of history. There is a
scienee of history taught hy able and highly educated
professors in great universities, but in a vague and con-
fused manner; for it is the attempt to reduce to order
the utter confusion which demon control has made of
human affairs in this present evil world. If such men
find the extremely oliseure philosophy which they teach,
anit ecncerning which they write in textbooks, worthy of
a lifetime of study, how mmch more worthy of attention
is the definite, clear-cut and truly scientific philosophy
of history discernible in the chronological system of
divine truth.

The Watchtower, July 15, 1922
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decperation they will seek vengeance against the French.
It is a deplorable state of affairs,

EUROPE A BOILING CAULDRON

Austrig is plnic-stricken, and another revolution is
expected any day. In Ttaly the revolutionists threaten to
averturn the government, and fear has taken hold upon
every one who is in power. In fact, all Europe is like a
boiling pot, with the intensity of the heat ever iu-
creaging. If any one who has studied the Bible can trivel
through Europe and not be convinced that the wurld
has ended, that the day of God’s vengeance is here, that
the Messianic kingdom is at the door, then he has read
the Bible in vain. The physical facts show beycnd
question of a doubt that 1914 ended the Gentile times;
and as the Lword foretold, the old order is being de-
gtroyed by war, famine, pestilence, and revoiution,

e WATCH TOWER

Broorrye, N. T

The date 1925 is even more distinctly indicated by
the Scriptures because it is fixed by the law God gave
to Isracl. Viewing the present situation in Hurope, gne
wonders how it will be possible to hold back the exple-
gign much longer: and that even before 1925 the great

crisis will be reached and probably passed. The present
conditions ere strengthening to the faith of the Chris

tian., His heart groans with others of the groaning
creation, anxious to see the Prince of Peace bring order
out of chaos and blessings to the people.

What & privilege i3 now accorded the followers of
Christ! What a blessed opportunity of holding aloof
from the strife and tuimeil of aarth and hringing to the
people the message of peace and salvation and saying
unto those of nominal Zion who have been lovking faz
the Lord: ‘Behold, the Lorc is here; behold ihy God
reigneth I’

({To be continued,)

A REFRESHING SEASON

*And Jesus said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while; for there were many
. coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as io eal."—Mark 6: 8I.

E words of this text were spoken by Jesus to
his disciples shortly after the beheading of John
the Baptist. The disciples had taken the body
and buried it in a tomb. It was a trying and strenuous
time for these dear men. The forerunner of Jesus, who
had honored him by announcing his coming, had been
imprisoned and then beheaded. Doubtless there was
much excitement in Jerusalem. Many people were com-
ing and asking the disciples the meaning of these things,
and the disciples had been busy explaining and teaching
the dectrines which they had learned. They were so
busy and so wrought up by the eonditions that they had
no time for leisure, not so much a3 to eat. They came
to Jesus with their burden, repeating to him what they
had dome and teught. He saw that they had nced of
gome quiet Test and fellowship together, away from
the strife and turmeil of the disordered condition. Lov-
ingly he said to them: “Come ye yourselves apart into
8 desert place, and rest a while”
REFRESHING FELLOWSHIP
The quiet fellowship together of those of like precious
faith is always refreshing, particularly after a strenucus
geason of effort put forth to accomplish a purpose.
The people of (od for some time have been passing
throngh trying experiences—just such as Jesus had
foretold would come to his followers at the end of the
world. During the great sorrows resulting from the war,
famine, pestilence, revolutions, distressed conditions of
the people, the wicked persecution of Christians, and
other trying experiences. the truly consecrated have been
anawering questions and teaching those who have been
disturbed in mind and sad of heart. They have been
cheering many by words of comfort. The exeitement
end turmoil of the world increases.

How like the [ord to provide a little season of rest
and refreshing before engaging in a more active cam-
paign| How appropriate that we come.aside for a while
in a quiet and isolated spot, such as Cedar Point is,
and there have some rest of body and mind and sweet
fellowship in the Lord! The peninsula and its appoint-
ments will all be ours for eight days. Beside the walers
of beautiful Lake Erie we may sit down and rest a
while and sing together songs of praise to God and to
our Lord and offer cur thanks and cheer each other
by recounting the blessings of the past and pointing each
other to the precious promises contained in his Word.
May it be a Teal season of rest to the soul and joy to
the heart of each one who comes.

Let us, therefore, dear brethren, for a time leave he-
hind us the rush and turmoil, the confusion of tongucs
and the disturbance rcsulting from & disordered worid,
and in quietness and confidence come aside for a scasen or
refreshment and blessing such as the Lord has in store
for all who love him supremely and come with a sincere
desire to glorify his name and to build each other up
in our most holy faith. The Lord has promised that
where two or three agree upon a thing and ask it in
his name he will grant it. Let many of us agree, then,
that we will constantly present the matter of this con-
vention before the divine throme, that the Lord may
open the windows of heaven and pour out his blessings
upon the coming assembly of his pecple. .

The convention will open Tuesday afternoon, Septem-
ber 5. It will close at noon Wednesday, September 13.
For full informaticn as to how to procure transporta-
tion, reserve accommodations, etc., see THE WATCH
Towes of August 1.

The Watchtower, September 1, 1922



Tha Apostle's argument o this test is, that sa pew
cTestures we must not be carnally minded, because in
the new cresture the holy spirit dwells; hence that wa
should cleanse ourselves from sl Althiness of the Besh
wnd of the mind, that we might b2 more and more made
into the likenes of cur Lord and Head. Fellowing thin
instruction, it is to be seen that we should keep the body
clean and in as heaithy condilion aa possible, aod that
the clothing wherewith it is clothed shouid be always
veat and clean, be it ever wo comunan, Such things
icAuence the mund wward cleanliness. An untidy, un-
clean thing has o tendency o lead the mind in the
wroug direction.

Unseifish things, high and pure things, lesd the mind
in the night durection, Xalice, hatred, il-will, fault-
finding, sensuality, slitxhness, corrupt the nfind ; and if
the intnd 1 permilted Lo meditate and study upon such
thingz Lhe wndency is to overthrow the will power 1o
do right. Qn the contrary, when the mind 1 filled with
gowd things the witl of God is more clearly seen, thus
euabling us to follow God's hely will.

The importance of proper thoughts was emphasied
by St. l'sul when he enid: “Finally, brethren, whatse-
ever tinugs are true, whatsoever things are honest, what-
soever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, what.
scaver things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good
report; if there be aoy virtue, and i there be any
pruise, think on these thiogs” (Philippians 4. 8) The
mew creature, therefere, grows by coaceotrating his mind
upan spiritual things, that ia w0 say, by studyiag and
meditating upen that which relates to God's character
snd to his plans and purpeses for the deliverance of
bumanity ints the realm of life and happiness. Thus
using the mind, we ssceriain what is the good abd accept.
able and perfect will of God comcersicg us snd our
course as Christians; and aa we follow his will, the
trensformation progresses {rom ooe degree of glory 10
aacther, by the spirit of the Lord

™ WATCH TOWER

Bacus.in. K. L

TELT FOR MAY 2

“By ons spurd ere we all bapiusd wto one body —
1 Cormihans 18 13.

HE body of Chrigt is made up of many members

4Aa soon as one 5 begolien of the holy spunt he w

wt or placed in the body of Chrut by Jehuvak,
sccarding to God's own pleasure. {1 Corinthiaas 12 18}
Each member of the bedy, then, has hus separate fuus-
ticns to perform. This does Dat muan, however, thal
one member of the body & more iMporLant (o It sLTUC:
ture theo others, and thet saime members may be 13uored.
a1 though there were o need {or such in Lhe bady.

By oge spir, the huly spurit of God, ench member u
immersed inte the body of Christ; snd fron that me
ment {orward it becomes hus privilege, yea b duty, o
look well W his own spiritual intercits and also to look
out for the intercsts of other methbers ol the bady.
There must be a real family or reciprocal lave between
the inenibers of the budy ) aud such lave will, ’nd does,
exist in the heart of each ane wha sppreciaies the fast
that he is & member of the body of Christ. ‘L'his love
draws them together and holds them toguther

Futhermore, there must be un unseitich love af eucn
meniber for every uther member, whieh leads cach Lo da
good to his brother wa opportunity offers. Thereny
the spirit of the Lord madc manmidest. Wherever the
spirit of oneness exists amongst Christians snd cach aoe
manifests the proper spirit towsrd the other, 4 divisian
in the ciass is an itnpoasiility, As there 1 no division
in the body of Christ, even so all who are diligeutly
puttiog sside seifishness and being transformed 1t the
Likencss of our Lord will desire to hold wagether amil
wil] hold together, Appreciating the proper relutionship
exubing between the members of the body leads cueld
one thus sppreciating il to be loyal to every cther weni
ber of the body. By oce spuit, the spinit of luve, eavh
oo¢ 15 placed n the bady, and all wre held togeiher,
growing into the likeness of the Head

QUESTION AND ANSWER

Question: Did the order go forth eight months ago to
the Pilgruma to cease talking sbout 19257 Have we more
reason, or &3 much, to believe the kingdom will he estab-
lished in 1825 than Noah had to believe that there would
be a deod?

Answer: It i surprising how reports get abread.
Tlere was never sl any time any intimation to the Pui-
grim brethren that they sheuld cease talking about 1925,
Aonyone who has made the statement that such av in-
struction was sent out bas made it without any suthor-
ity or excuse Or cause,

Our thought is, that 1925 is definitely settled by the

Just exactly what will happen st that time Do ooe cao
tell to & certainty; but we expect such a climax in the
affzirs of the warld that the people will begn to reudize
the presence of the Lord and his'kingdom powe: Hen
already present, as we know, and has tsen uile bimeed
bis power and begun his reign, He has come to fus tos-
ple. He is dashing to pieces the ations. Every Chris-
tian cught to be conmtent, then, to do with his might
what his hands find to do, wilhout stopping to quibble
about what is going to happen oz & certain date.

As to Noah, the Christian now has much mere upon
which tc bsst his faith than Nosh had (sc far es the
Beriptures teveal) upon which to base his faith o &

Secriotures, marking the end of tha typical jubilees

coming deluge

The Watchtower, April 1, 1923
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OUR PRESENT DUTIES

“4 nld I have put my words in thy mouth, and ] Aave covered thee in (he shadow of mine hand, that | may plant
the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say unio Zion, Thou art my people.”—Isaiah 51: 16.

HE Lord lays certaip duties and obligations upon
his followers. Performance of these duties is not
compulsory; but failure or refusal to perform

them may cause one who bas for some time been follow-
ing bim to fail and {all out. Faithful performance of our
duties will surely result in attaining the promised bless
ings. This fsithful performance must continue until the
Iast. The Lord himself has said to his followers: “Be
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee & crown
of life.” Apd mere mental loyalty will not suffice; for
“faith without works is dead.” There must be an active
demonstration of loyalty as opportunity is afforded.

*It will not do to say that 1925 is approsching and
the work will not be finished during that year, and that
therefore one can slack up for awbile and take on the
work again some time later. Who knows that the work
of the Church this side the vail may not be completed
in 1825% It is unlike the Lord to tell his people just
whst day their work in any line will be completed and
when they will enter another condition. 'He expecta us
to walk by faith, trusting him as lo the result. But for
the sake of argument, suppose that we assume the

burch will vot fnish its work bere in 1925, Would
that be & just cause or excuse to slack the hand now?
Could {aithfulness be shown by ocessing for a time to
advertise the King and bis kingdom, and thus neglecting
the interests committed unto us?

'Suppose the Lord should say to his people in 1325
words to the effect that several years more will be
required to give the witmess to the pations before all
the body members shall be changed into glorious spirit
beicgs. Would not the truly loyal ones respond in effect
thus? "Gracious Lord, thy will be dome. The place
thou hast given me in thy cause to sdvertise thy king-
dom is the most blessed cne I have ever had or ever
hope here to have. I lovs thee; and I am determined
to be loyal to thee, Therefore gladly will I stay where
thou requesiest me to stay, and I will go when and
where thou directest me to go. Whatacever is thy will,
that I shall do.”

‘How could any one be loyal to the Lord even unto
death and take any other course? Let no one pow b:

deceived by calculations as to just when the Lord will
cease his work with the Church on earth. The year 1925
is u date definitely and clearly marked in the Scriptures,
even more clearly than that of 1914 : but it would be
presumptuous on the part of any faithful follower of
the Lord to assume just what the Lord is going to do
during that year. Each day the faithful will do with his
might what his hands find to do as though it is the la:t
day; and he will look forward to being loyal to the Lord
in continuing to de his holy will whether he be in the
Besh many months or many years.

'The reporis from the field show that thers are not
quite 50 many active workers in the field now s there
were & year 8go. The reports also show that those who
are in the field are placing more books in the bands of
the people, and are giving a more effectusl witneas and
ahowing better results than they did s year ago. Thu
proves conclusively that the withdrawal of some froni
the field is not due to slowing up of the work or that
there ix leas to do; but it proves exsctly the contrary.
If some fail to do the work, the Lord will take away
that which they bave and commit it into the hands of
others. The reports conclusively ahow that the Lord is
blessing those who persist in advertising his kingdom.

*0Of course, there may be some who are 8o bandicapped
by conditions over which they have no control that they
cannot continue to engage sctively in the field service.
If one is doing what is within the ressonable scope of
his power, and what he has opportunities to do, then
surely that is pleasing to the Lord; and he would
require no more, But the question is, Have some turped
ssids from advertising the King and his kingdom in
order to gratify some earthly desire? Have some turned
their minds to mopey-making, contrary to the admoni-
tion of St. Paul? (Hebrews 13: 5, Diaglott) Examine
the contert of the Apostle’s words in the text last eited ;
and it will be found to relate specifically to the time
in which we are now living; hence indicating that some
would yield to the temptations of this world and neglect
faithfully to perform the duties devolving upon them au
representatives of the Lord.
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gage. (Pa, 91:19; Isa, 51:16) The fact E__.n Ezekiel
gurvived the destruection of Jerusalem indicates that
gome of the remnant at Jeast will be on the earth after
the destruction of Christendom. ) .

¢ Also, thou son of man, shall 1t not _..&.E the cay
when T take from them their strength, the joy of their
glory, the desire of their eyes, and SE.H whercupon
they set their minds, their sons and their daughters,
that he that escapeth in that day shall come unto thee,
to cause thee to hear it with thine ears?’’ (24:25, 86 ;
33:721) Ezekiel, by commandment, spoke the Soum of
propheey, and Jchovah would have that word verified
by cye witnesses who survived the disaster upon Jeru-
galem and who would testify that Fizekie! had spoken
trathfally. Thus is indicated what shall some to pass
after the fall of Christendom, and thus God *‘eon-
firmeth the word of his servant, and performeth the
eounsel of his messengers’”. (Isa. 44:26) In such man-
ner (Jod will prove to the survivors that there has
been a class of people in the land who have been and
are faithful to him and who have truthfully pro-
claimed his word.—Ezek. 33: 32. .

These scriptures support the conelusion that the
“‘servant’’, that is, Jehovah’s faithful witnesses, whom
Tzekiel foreshadowed, will be on earth for some time
after the destruction of Christendom, and that the sur-
vivors will be eye-wilnesses of that destruction and
will seek gut the remnant and will confess that God haa
used the remnant to declare his truth.

There was a measure of disappointment on the part

of Jehovah's faithful ones on earth concerning the

years 1914, 1918 and 1925, which disappointment

lasted for a tume. L.ater the 1o..hful learned that these

Ezmx, 24 WHY JUDGED 339

dates were definitely fixed in the Seriptures; and they
also learned to quit fixing dates for the future and
predicting what wonld come to pass on a certain
date, but to rely (and they do rely) upen the Word
of God as to the events that must come to pass. Jeho-
vah has spoken his word and will perform it, and the
Scriptures seem clearly to indieate that Jehovah will
grant to his faithful witnesses the privilege of seeing
his great ‘‘aet’’, thereby proving that his witnesses
have spoken his word of truth according to his will;
and that this he will @o before his witnesses are
““changed’’ into the glorious organism like unto Christ
Jesus’, This is not predieting dates, but is merely call-
ing attention to events that must come to pass because
elearly set forth in God’s Word.

Now the witnesses of Jehovah are not in good repute
with men. There are many who believe the truth but
who shun the witnesses of Jchovah because of fear of
losing their reputation or their property. By so doing
they are moved by selfishness, of course ; but as surcly
as the witnesses of Jehovah speak his truth, just so
surely God will make the people come to know that
such witnesses have spoken truthfully. This will not
be that the witnesses may have an exaltation amongst
men, but that the people may know that God has had
witnesses amongst them.

(reat is the privilege to now be a witness for Je-
hgvah. Only those who have full faith and confidence
in and love for God and bis kingdom will now declare
the truth with boldness. This is the day of judgment,
and those who really love God will speak with bold-
ness. (1 John 4:17, 18) Others who have received the
truth bhut not the love of it will go to the rulers in

Vindication I, 1931 Edition



The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society was so sure
that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and other patriarchs
would be resurrected in 1925, that a mansion was built
for them by the organization in San Diego, California.
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in serving and proaressing in peace and working to-
gether to the best interests of the kingdom, Let all
persons who profess to love and serve God and Christ
Jesus sce to it that they take heed to the admonition
of the Lord, and that they dweld towether in peace and
present a solid front azainst the common enemy. There
is no exeuse far any strife of any kind in a company
or assembly of the Lord’s people. M1 who will reeeive
the full approval of the Lord must and will show their
love for God and likewise their love for all who love
and serve Jehovah and his kingdom. Where strile
arises in a eompany assembled to serve God, let it be
known now that someone there is in the wrong and
what should be done is for cveivone to search his own
heart and mind carefully, sce to it that he puts aside
sclfishimess, and all see to it that their energy and
effort is devoted to the interests of the kingdom.

w Joseph sent a messaze to Liy father that he should
come down to Egvpt, and also sent “‘good things’” for
his father’s use. In this is pietured that Christ Jesus
above all things acknowledges and considers his Father

_and aseribes to Jehovall the greatest honor and praise,
and docs all things to vindieate the living God, whose
name alone is Jehovah and who is the Life-giver to all
who shall ever live, *“For this cause I bow my knees
unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the
whole family in heaven and earth is named.”’—Eph.
3:14,15.

18 A1l who love God will do as the apostle here states:
give all glory to Jehovah God as the Giver of every
good and perfeet gift, At all times Christ Jesus gives
honor and glory to his Father, and those who are of
bis household will likewise give honor and praise to
the Most ITigh. Doing this there is never any ocegsion
to exalt self or to laud other human ercatures. ITaving
the right view, we can well understand lLow Jesus
said that those highly esteemed amongst men are an
abomination unto Jehovah, No ereature posscsses any-
thing by reason of his own merit, but all he has or ever
hopes to have is by the grace of God,

17 In The Watchtower of December 15, 1928, the
Lord brouglt to the attention of his people that which
awakened the cxpoctation of the remnant that they
might sce and meet on the earth the faithful prophets

. of old, who had foretold the coming of the King. Since
then God’s people have gladly made known to the
world that the Seriptures plainly teach that Jehovah
will bring back to carth those faithful prophets of old
and use them to the praise of the kingdom. The publie
press of Satan’s organization has ridiculed this ee-
laration of truth in no unecertain terms, but at the
same time they have been informed of this great fuct.
and many people no doubt believe that the faithrul
prophets will be baeck on earth ere long and will as-
sume the positions of visible agents of God and his

King in the world. They well know that the rulers of

the present time are not only imperfeet, hut wicked,
and the righteous-minded look forward with expecta-

BroogLYN, N. Y.

tion to the coming of men who, under the direction of
the Lord, shall rule in vighteousness.

1 Josoph's action in sending for his father would
therefore scem in ‘a seegndavy way to point to the
present-day preparation for the bringing forth and
making known ‘that eloud of mattyrs® of old, who
went hefore the Lord, bearing testimony Lo the name
of Jehovaly, and these martyvs or “witnesses'” inelude
Israel, that is, Jacoh himself, (ITeb. 12:1) Jaeob had
not expeeted to see his son Joseph again, having for a
long while belicved that he had been torn by wild
beasts, These aneient witnesses, speeially mentioned
by the apostie in Hebrews the eleventh chapter, have
not expeeted to see the feet members of Christ, the
(iveater-than-Joseph, whiie in the flesh, but the evi-
denee strongly points to the fact that they will see at
least some of them on the earth, The Lord in his loving-
kindness makes provision, and we may confidently ex-
pect that those faithful men of old will be baek on
the earth before Armageddon ends and while some of
the remnant arc still on the earth, and that they will
unite together in the praise and service of Jehovah
God. There is at least one house on carth the title 1o
which is held in trust for the use and benefit of those
faithful men. Whether they oceupy it ov not, this liouse
has been 2 means of advertising the kingdom through-
out the earth and ealling to the attention of the people
that those faithful men will be hack on the earil, and
that the Lord will use them as governors or local rul-
ers. It will not De at all ditfeult to recognize such men,
beeause they will be upstanding and riglhteous and do
righteousness in every way, and will be a joy to those
who come in contact and serve with them. The publie
press_has ridiculed and scoffed at Berii-Sarm, bub
those who love the Liord rejoiee that this has been
used as 4 means to publiely eall attention to the faith-
ful men whom God will bring forth,

SOJOURNERS IN EGYPT

1% The drama proceeded in Bgypt, being transferred
now entirely to that country. Jacol «nd all of his
household journeyed down to Beoypt, and in doing this
they had the approval of Jehovah. (Gen. 46: 1-T) That
does not mean at all that they had eensed to Jook for a
“aity . . . whose builder and maker is Gad ", (Hch.
11:10,16) Jacob and Lhose of his houschold mercly
beeame sojourners in another part of the world, being
transforred from onc limmitie land, wlich is Canaan
{son of IIam), to another Hamitie land, Bgypt, or
Mizraim (son of Ham). (fien. 10:6) They were in
both plaeces merely soicurners. Jehovah orought atl
the deseendants of Israel out of tio o d of Bgypt as
he had promised; coneernin which it 1w written:
“Now the sojourning of wue children of Israel, who
dwelt in Beypt, was four bundred and thirty years,”
(13x. 12:40) '“And e said unto Awiam, Know of a
suvety that thy sced shall be a stranger in a land that

The Watchtower, March 15, 1937
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BETH-$ARIM
At San Diego, California, there i1z a small

piece of land, on which, in_the year 1929, {here

was bullt 4 house, which 18 ealled and known as
eth-Sarim. The Hebrew words Bell Sari

mean “House of the Princes”; and the purpose

of ascquiring that property and building the
housc was that there mlgilt be some tanglﬁie

proof that there are those on earth today who
Tully believe God and Christ Jesus and in His

kingdom, and who believe that the Faithf en
of old will soon resurrecte he Lord, b
back on earth, and take charge of the wisible

affairs of earth. The title to Beth-Sarim is vest-
ed in the Waton Towsr Bisne & Tracr SocieTy
in trust, to be used by the president of the So-
ciety and his assistants for the present, and
therecafter to he for ever at the disposal of the
atorementioned prinees on the earth. To be sure,
everything then on the earth will belong to the
Liord, and neither the Lord nor the prinees need
others to build houses for them; but it was
thought well and pleasing to (Jod that the afore-
menticned house be built as a testimony to the
name of Jehovah and showing fuith in s an-
nouneed purposes, The house has served as a
tegtimony to many persons throughout the
earth, and while the unbelievers have mocked
concerning it and spoken contemptuously of it,
yet it stands there as a testimony to Jehovah’s
name: and if and when the princes do return
and some of them oceupy the property, such will
be a confirmation of the faith and hope that in-
duced the building of Beth-Sarim.

Salvation, 1939 edition
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GREAT MULTITUDE

The theoeratic government, that is to say, the
Lieavenly kingdom, the royal house, is composed
exclusively of Christ Jesus and 144,000 members
with him ; and over all is Jehovah God. Jehovah
predetermined the number of the royal house,
but he did not fix the number that shall consti-
tute the Lord’s “other sheep”, Hence the number
collectively is eailed the “great multitude, which
no man could number” (Revelation 7:9): or,
otherwise stated, the great multitude without
¢pecificnumber, The great multitude will not be a
part of the theoeratic government or kingdom of
heaven, but will live forever on the earth and
operate under the immediate direetion of the
Lord. The members of the great multitude must
and will maintain their integrity toward Jeho-
vah God and will thus have a part in the vindi-
cation of his name. The Lord has graciously re-

Salvation, 1939 edition
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were promptly thereafter defeated in battle
and east out of heaven and down to the earth.
That wicked one and his demons now bring
great woes upon the earth and sea to drive all
nations into a totalitarian system and to turn
all people in bitterness against God. The
Lord Jesus has now come to the temple for
judgment, and the remnant of the members
of ““his body’’ vet on earth he has gathered
into the temple condition of perfeet unity
with himself (Malachi 3:1-3), and hence
thoge faithful men of old may be expected
back from the dead any day now. The Serip-
tures give good reason to believe that it shall
be shortly before Armageddon breaks.

In this expectation the house at San Diego,
California, which house has been much pub-
licized with malicious intent by the religious

enemy, was built, in 1930, and named ‘ Beth-

1t is now held in trust for the oecupancy of
those princes on_their return. The most re-
cent facts show that the religionists of this
doomed world are gnashing their feeth be-
cause of the testimony which that ‘‘House
of the Princes’” bears to the new world. To
those religionists and their allies the return
of those faithful men of old to rule with
judgment over the people shall not bring
any pleasure. But to the people whom the
angels sang about, “men of good-will,” it
shall be an occasion for unbounded jubila-
tion, and they shall rally to the side of those

The New World, 1942 edition



The following is a reproduction of the deed, dated 1929,
proving that the mansion Beth Sarim was built for the purpose
of housing the resurrected patriarchs.

This deed is recorded in Book 1741, p. 69 at the County Records Office,
San Diego County, California.



DEED

Robert J. Martin, a single and unmarried person of 117 Adams St
Brooklyn, New York, for and in consideration of the sum of Ten Dollars
§10.00) does hereby grant, bargain and sell unto Joseph F. Rutherford of
124 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, Wew York for and during his life on
earth and thereafter to the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, a corp-
oration created and organized under the laws of the State of Pennsylvania
and maintaining its chief operating offices at 124 Columbhia Heights,
Brooklyn, New York, and for the purpose hersinafter set forth.

All the reasl property situated in Kensingten Heights, County of
San Diego, State of California, bounded and described as follows, to-wit:

Lot One Hundred Ten (110) and Lot One Hundred Eleven (111) ©f Ken-
sington Heights, Unit No. 2 in the County of San Diego,State of Cali-
fornia, according to Map thereof Wo. 1912, filed in the office of the
County Recorder fo said San Diego County, May 24, 1926.

TO HAVE ANT TO HOLD THE ABOVE GRANTED AND DESCRIBED PREMISES unto
him, the said Joseph F. Rutherford for his exclusive possession, use
and benefit for and during his life on sarth and at the end of said
limited estate then to the WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY in trust
to be used for the purposes herein set forth, to-wit:

The grantor at the request of the said Joseph F. Butherford who is
President of the WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY and General Manger
therecf makes this provision and condition as set forth in this deed.

Both the grantor and grantes, the said Joseph F. Rutherford are
fully persuaded from the Bible Testimony, which is the word Jehovah
@pd, and from extranecus evidence that God's Kingdom is now in

(1)



course of sstablishment and that it will result beneficially to the
peoples of earth; that the governing power and authority will be inwvi-
sible to men but that Kingdom of God will have visible representatives

on the earth who will have charge of the affairs of the nation under

the supervision of the invisible ruler Christ; that among those who will
thus ba the faithful representatives and visible governors of the world
will be David, who was once King over Israel; and Gideon, and Barak, and
Samson, and Jepthae, and Joseph, formerly the ruler of Egypt, and Samuel
the prophet and other faithful men who were named with approval in the
Bible at Hebrews the eleventh chapter. The condition herein is that the
said WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY shall hold said title perpetually
in trust for the use of any cor all of the men above named as representativas
of God's Kingdom on earth and that such men shall have possassion and use
of said property hereinabove dascribed as they may deem for the bast
intarsst for the work in Hh:n.ch they are engaged.

The property has been acquired and the improvement built thereon
at the instance and under the direction of the said Joseph F. Rutherford
and dedicated to Jehovah God and to his King Christ who is the rightful
ruler of the earth and for the express purpose of being uszed by those who
are servants of Jehovah God. For this reason the provision is made in
this deed that the property shall be forever used for the purpose subjeot
to any encumbrances that may have been placed thereupon.

IT IS5 FURTHER FROVIDED that if the said JOSEPH F. RUTHERFORD while
alive on the earth shall by lease, deed or contract provide that any
other person or parsons connected with the said WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND
TRACT SOCIETY shall have the right to reside on said premises until the
appearing of David or some of the other men mentioned in the Eleventh

{21}



Chapter of Hebrews as above set forth every such person or persons so
degigriated by the said Josepl F. Rutherford in such lease or other
paper writing shall hawve the right and privelege of residing on said
premise until the same be taken possession of by David or some of the
other men herein named and this property and premises being dedicated
to Jehovah and the use of his kingdom it shall be used as such for ever.
Any person appearing to take possession of said premise, shall first
prove and identify themselves to the proper officers of said Socisety as
the parson or persons described in Hebrews Chapter eleven and in this
deed.

IN WITHNESE WHEREQF I the said Robert J. Martin and the said JOSEPH

F. RUTHERFORD have hersunto signed our names this 24th. day of Decembar

A. D. 1829,

WITHESEES:
benald Haslett . Fobert J. Martin
Bonnie Boyd Joseph F. Rutherford

Etate of New York )
) ==,

County of Kings )]

On this 24™. day of December A. D. 1529 before me, Donald Haslett
& NHotary Public in and for said County and State of Hew York, having
authority to take acknowledgments of legal instruments, personally
appeared Robert J. Martin and Joseph F. Butherford known to me to be the
persons whose names are subscribed to the foregoing instrument and each
acknowledged to me that he executed the same, as his free act and deed.

WITHESS my hand and official sesal the day and year in this certi-

ficata first above written.
{(iii)



Dopald

Haslect Donald Haslett

Notary

Publie Notary Publiec #632

Kings ) )

Counzy. Kings County Register #1276

Commission expires March 31,/1931

state of New York, )
} &8s,

County of Kings 3

I, FRED G. LEMMERMARN, Clerk of the County of Kings, and also Clerk
of the Supreme Court for said County (said Court being a Court for Record) ,
DO HEREBRY CERTIFY that Donald Haslett, and Notary Public before whom the
within acknowledgment of deposition was made, was at the time of taking
the same auvthorized by the laws of the S8tate of Hew York to take the
acknowledgments and proofs of deeds or conveyances for lands, tenements and
hereeditaments situnate, lying and being in said State of Mew York. B&And
further that I am well acﬁuaint&d with the hand writing of suoch Notary
and verily believe that the sgignature to said certificate of proof,
acknowledgment or deposition is genuine.

IN TESTIMOWNY WHEREQF, I have hersunto set my hand and affixed

the seal of the said County and Court, this 24 day of December 1929,

Fred G, Lemmerman Clerk.

Kings County
SEAL

—

Bacorded at reguest of Grantee, Feb, 7, 1%30 past 2 o'clock
P.M. Johm H. Ferry, County Recorder,
Fea $1.80 by M.C, Parsons, Deputy

{iv)



In 1975 the organization claimed that the mansion was never built
with the intent of housing the resurrected patriarchs, but merely
for Judge Rutherford’s use.
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San Diego residence known as “Deth-Sarim.” For some
time it was apparent to his associates and the best
medical experts that he could not recover.

Briefly it may be said that Brother Rutherford had
a severe case of pneumonia after his release from un-
just imprisonment during 19181919 because of his
faithfulness to Jehovah. Thereafter he had only
one good lung. It was virtually impossible for him to
remain in Brooklyn, New York, during the winter and
still carry out his duties as ithe Society's president. In
the 1920's he went to San Diego under a doctor's
freatment. The climate there was exceptionally good
and the doctor urged him to spend as_much time as
possible in San Diego. That is what Rutherford did
ultimately.

2 i &) []_Wag JNgCe =
%iezo. %ﬂi orpia, there mall piece of 1 on
Il

which, Tn_the year 1323, there

Sister Hazel Burford was one of the nurses who
cared for Brother Rutherford during his final illness
at Beth-Sarim, where he was taken in November 1941.
She tells us: “We had the interesting times, for he
got to where he would sleep all day and then all
night long he was busy with the Society's business
and Kept us on the move. One morning ahout the
middle of December three brothers, including Brother
Knorr, arrived from Brooklyn. Sister Burford recalls:
“They spent several days with him going over the
annual report for the Yearboak and ather organizational
matters. Afier their departure, Brother Rutherford
continued to weaken and, about three weeks later, on
Thursday, January 8, 1942, he faithfully finished his
earthly course and praduated into fuller service privi-
leges in the courts of his heavenly Father.” Later
that day the news was sent to the Brooklyn head-
quarters by long-distance telephone at 5:15 p.mn.

How was news of J. ¥, Rutherford’'s death recelved
at Brooklyn Bethel? "I will never forget the day we
learned of Brother Rutherford’s passing,” comments
William A. Elred. “The announcement was brief. There
were no speeches.”

A SMOOTH TRANSITION

Thursday, January 8, 1942, marked the end of the
earthly life of seventy-two-year-old Joseph Franklin
Rutherford. For twenty-five years he had been presi-

1975 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 1974 edition
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“My. heart shall rejoice In thy salvation,'

—Ps. 13; 5 BROOKLYN, N. Y;

“Watchtower” Campaign in Its Second Month

How Does Its Progress Compare with Last Year?

Why Are Subscriptions Slow?
Much Work to Be Done

“'the

year 1940 is certain to bhe
{Tic oSt IMportant year yet, because
Armageddon s very neuar.” It De-
hogves all wiio love 1ighteousness
elfort to adver-

0_put_forth ever,

iRe HI HEOCRACY "Wlitie tiie El‘l\‘-
lnges are still open,
A special privilege “made to

order” is now ours of offering to
those of good will the opportunity
of having one year's subseription {or
the TWeatchtower wmagazine, - one
hound book and a Refugees booklet
on a contribution of ene dollur, and
the Watchioicer will come to them
by mail twice monthly thereafter.

OQur work during this three-month
Watehtower Campaign compared
with last year should be interesting
to every colupany. 'Fhe guestion is,

Are you doing better on subserip
tions, books, und Dhooklets? You
should. 1lInve you a progressive

chart or thenuometer,
last year, showing the quota for
cach of the three months for the
entire company, and then marking

it up week by week go that the
publishers can see what progress is

being made on the Walchiower Can-
paign? This is imporrant and will
undoubtedly help all companies to
nrake their quotas, Al publishers
fuliy appreciate that ZThe Wealch-
tocer is the means whereby the
Lord instructy the people who love
righteousness. Tiy Uis grace lot us
mmm our yuota during the Weatch-
togrer Campnizn,

W h_\ not fix np 2 chart inmediate-

Iy, bused on the quota of three
Watehtower subseriptions for each
of the publishers, 20 hound books.
and 250 hookdets? Thar would mean
that the quoty for a compuny of
100 pablishers for the three months |
would be 300 new Watehtower sub-
seriptions, 2000 hound hooks, and
20,008 honklers,

Let Every Publisher Participate

i every publisber strives for the |

@ tiee-monuth
t i nurvelous
noin the United

above quoin duri
Wertehtorwer amngi
withess will be giy
Srates, Just iy we know there are
45,001 publichers, becatise  there
were That wany out in Mareh, Apreif
<hould find miiny more: May, ~till
an inerease, lloin prepsration for
the great convention iy July,

All who are physically able 1o do
~a shoull thorauzlity cover their in-
dividual terrvitory (und woerk with
the corupaly ol study groups in
sroup witnessing)  presenting
Watehiowes speeiad offer from door
10 dogr, we, ws well as orhers not
able (o go fron deor (o door, due to
physleal infirmities,

wlho has shown interest in the pe
by nuiking back-calls on them. (Ite-

the same as |

the : r

member that quotn of 12 bhavk-calls
per publisher.) Those unible even to

Wateltower offer to those who eull !
to collect, deliver, solicit, or for
other reasen. Those on their =
heds or in hospitals should I

ny

ave

scription blanks handy and cull the
special offer to the attention of those
who call and of the doctors and |

have onm your ma
be shown the advantage of having
The Watehtower come direct to
them by mail, If you have relatives
and want fliem to have life, see that
they get The Waichtower, even if
you have to subscribe for them. In
short, during this fmportant cam-
wign don't overlook any privilege to
zet Wetchtower subseriptions. /£ is
important {hat every one do his part
during this campaign that the Lord
hins so graciously arranged for us.
Endeavor to get more than your
quota of three subseriptions and of
bound books and booklets.

Get Busgy with These

With the March statements we
sent out around 30,000 expiration
back-calls to the cowpanies and
ploneers. Every one of these shiould
be called on promptly and the poe-
ple #iven the privilege of aguin sub-
scribing for The Walchtcicer. They
have been taking Fhe Watehiower,
and yre fumilinr with the valuable
information it contains, Show them
the latest issues and point out to
thewn why they should be receiving
P The Watehtower regularly and con-
tinuously, Endeavor to obtuin a
year's subseriprion, or it leaxt one
for =ix months, Subscripiions oh-
tained trom those whose names are
;shown on these slips <hould he re-
ipoxlml a5 new subscriptions, Ir they
do not sul 1 igree 0 person-
| illy ddeliv he Watchtorrer to them
Pon your nagazine route.

Use instruction Record
fportance of having

i The and

lIeave the Louge should mention the |

sample Walchtower copies and sub- |

Magazine Bag and
Phonograph Orders
Al publishiers shounld please nota
that the Society is one month behind
in filling crders for magazine bags,
and twelve weeks behind on filling
phonograph orders, We {ill these

stuth ing The Watchtower 1s clearly
and eompletelv outlined by Brother !

Ay o i d =
!E“&%Hfg; ? (“\IG lt'l‘}e ‘Sﬁﬁ;n,rhé;l;gfd ’ orders uccording to the dates re-
. . pub: celved, Companijes should continue

have one of these records and use
(it in his deor-to-door and back-call
Pwork during this campaign, Order.
cthizg record@ through your comipany.
[.\OW that the cold,

send in their ovders, and we will
aarly attention as we

'to
ibue thém a
; cam.

I

lis over, use should he made of the | rqp muny of thew to do mech wits
i doorstep-setup method of using the  peesing “this is very good. April,

phonograph. You will find that muny |

rainy “'L"m‘ﬂ"bmthren, ‘making it very difficult-

nurses and visitors, Those wlhom you |
gazine youtes should «

| Watchtower subseriptions will be
: gbtained in this way., Where the
t phionograph cannot be used, present
the WWafeltower Testimony Cavd; it
brings the special offer to the peo-
ple very plainly and briefly.

Remember “Saivation™ and “Refugees”

While we should keep str ssing
subscriptions as the primary offer

with 1ts spring \\(*uher siw niost

of these ohstacles reruoved and we -
fully helieve that what was not ag-”

complished in DMarch will in all
iprobnbility be attained in April—
50,000 publishers, Each one should
carefully consider this matter, and
if anyone finds that for one reason
jor anotker he hag not participuted
iin the service during March and
April and has not contributed to-

and always open our witness at the : ward the $0,000 puhu\]}ers, now is
door with The Watchioier, we|the time to do something ubout it.
should be prepared to quickly pre- | The question for each one is, Have
sent Satvation und Refigees on a | T borne up my end in striving to at-
23¢ contribution when the subxcrip- £ tain the quota of 50,000 publishers?

tion is not obtained. Alse, be pre-
pared to offer three booklets on a
10c contribution, or tinally Refugees,
on a contribution -if possible, but
free if the person cannot contribute.
Don’t let the door be shut without
your having properly presenied the
Refugees hookiet.

Remeamer: Your quota is one
Waitchtower subseription. T books
und 83 Refugeos monthly, If° you
did not reach ihis during April, put
forth a speciad ¢ffort during May to
make up what you were short.

Place *Refugees”

Twelve million booklets are 4 tot;
do yunr share in getting them our.
Leave one wt every call you make,
it at all possible. 1Tave them with
you wherever you geo. Tike tlwm
along with you on your migay
route and on YOoub s1reel-corner v
nessing, Ask those upon whom

You
ply and be responsible for placing
them with their friemds and neigh-
bors, Mike the sccand lap of our
thirvee-tnontl campidgn count!

New Peak Reached in Publishers

Why Not 50,000?

The menth of Mareh, with 58,574

hroughout \110 country

| Avns ‘ln- unc nionth when we iul'\
‘(\puud to attuin {o at leasg SU.000 !
Held publishers,

The May 1 Watelilower,
raph 41, presents the matter :
ponzihility of Jehevalt's witness
to proctaim the truth, and this
cunnor avold. The respousibil-

Hy s now upon Jehoval's witnesses |
shoukd present Jand servants to take the Kingdom
the olfer to everyeue in the ervitory l

message to all such and sound it

mﬁm’« nt pewmx attending Memo- !

ain-
The *

:
| within hearing even thaugh

capnot induce 1he obatinate

and obey?

VU However, even thoush we did not
Yesiclt onr guota oF Sl pubiishers
in this vonnrey, we did tike o very

idw(]lm(\ seeble tovged that end, We
attained during the month of Mareh
an all-tinge pesik of 47000 publiishers
in the United Siates, This inchides,

of course, Yegional servalils, zone
servanty, ploneers, specind pionecrs
aml conpany publishers, When all
things arve considered, the woesther,
grippe, (lu, bad roads isoliting otlier

they
ty hear

THEOCRATIC CONVENTION OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES!

COMING?

are making laek-calls (o take i@ sup-:

COMPANY PUBLISHERS'
FIELD REPCORT

LAST YEAR THIS YEAR

Company Av. Av Company AV.AV.
Pub rsy Hrs B-C Pubd'rs Hrs B-C

Oct. $.12.1 42,436 191 23
Now, 0,9 2.4 41,146 15.4 2.1
Deec. 1.9 47 620 145 2.1
Jan. 2.9 7,476 15.2 3.7
Feb! 3.0 “ ,454 12,8 2.8
Mo 2.9 44, 618 145 3.1
April 2.4 7?7 7

May 2.2 ? A

Despite an inevease of approxi-
mutely 13,000 publishers over the
siime month last year, {here was a
drop of over 150,000 pieves of Iit-
crature placed. Qur bound books
showed a slight inereuse, but our
tbdoklets fell very fur short of last
ryear. For some reuson the brethren
are not pusling hie booklets with
"the seriousness that they deserve,
The Refugoes booklet, with its mes-
sge of vital fmpertar ™ fo every
persont of good will thar will ever
atliin o 1ife, should new be pushed
with energy and zeal and made aes
Pepssible 1y ead ul every ereature,
Those whe are interested but cannot
afford to contribute should be left a
copy of s Dooklet free

onr bours ave stipping, coulpared
with Just year. This was also frue
for the month of Felivuary, Note the
conipatrizen and let each one deter-

fwine weodo something about it in
Moy,

Loy bnekeen iy are straggling up-
Wit bt very weankly. We are still

far feom ihe 12 IIs a4 month
recommenned by Brother LLuthers
rord in Lis recent letier.

Restonnl servants Zune servants
wd eoapany  savants should take
these pointg into consideration in
their planning of the work and in,
their presentation to e brethren.
CEvery  publisher  should  exumine
them wich an eye towurd inereasing
thelr personal Kingdom eflicieney.

The Informant, May 1940
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6 The MESSENGER

palities, against powers, apainst the rulers of
the darkness of this workl. against spiritnal
wickedness in high plares.” We know, there-
fore, that Satan is our chief enemy hecause
he is God's enemy, the enemy of The Trro-
crATIC GOVERNMENT. We know that a host of
demons with him are our enemies; and we
know that the ecelesiastical or spiritnal rol-
ers named in this text, in high places on earth,
are dead against all who are for The TuEto-
craTic GoverRNMENT, This we have known for
some time and. we are not at all surprised
about what has come to pass.

Recently The Watchtower published a series
of artieles setting forth the Seripturel proof
that these unseen prinecipalities and powers,
the demons, would overrun the world at this
very time. All the evidence shows that we
have & proper understanding of these proph-
ecies. If everything had continued with calm-
ness up to now, necessarily we would have con-
cluded that we did not have the proper un-
derstanding of the Seriptures. The Lord has
shown us that we have n correet understand-
ing, and now we see, as the Scriptures declare,
the whole world under the sinister influence
and power of the demons. We know, there.
fore, that every part of the political institu-
tions and the religious institutions, working
fogether against The THEOCRATIC GOVERN-
MENT, are necessarily against us. We are not
surprised. In this conneetion we are reminded
again of the declaration of the Scriptures:
‘Through mueh tribulation shall ye enter the
Kingdom." The Ki is_here, the King i

ation has fallen upon those who stand
? the Lord. And why! (iod has permitted
it Tor two purposes: First, to allow the vis-
ible part of Satan’s organization to don their
garments of identification ang let it be known
that they are against The TurncraTiC Gov-
ERNMENT. There was an apt illustration of
this when God manifested Ilis particular fa-
vor on Jehu, who represcuied Christ Jesus.
There He caused all the religionists to put on
their garments of identification; and the same
thing Iie i5 doing today; permitting all who
are opposed to The TuroCrRATIC GOVERNMENT
to take their stand against THE THEOCRACY,
God's kingdom, and in favor of this world
that is certain to go down. This is a time
when Jesus is separating the people, permit-

ting those who are opposed to Him and Hia
kingdam to take one sitle, and those who are
with Him to take the other side. The divi-
gion ig going on, and that rapidly. A second
reason why tribulation has come is to afford
oppertunity for those who are in a covenant
with God to prove their integrity to Him;
and you are having this opportunity, and so
am 1. This God’s conseerated people are de-
termined to do at any cost. Tribulation does
not deter us or make us go about with droopy
eyes or droopy hands.

Therefore the appropriateness of the apos-
tle’s words as written in the Bible: “We glory
in tribuletions also: knowing that tribulation
worketh patience; and patience, expericnce;
and experience, hope; and hope maketh mot
ashamed; beeause the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the hely [spirit],
which is given unto us.” (Romans 5:3-3)
Thank God for that message written to His
people, written long ago to bring comfort and
gatisfaction to their hearts at this time. We
feed upen tribulation becsuse we take that as
one of the evidences that God is deeling with
us as sons and not as bastards.

Our hope is not in things of this world, but
our hope is centered wholly in The THEOCRATIC
GoveERNMENT. Therefore we anticipate tribula-
tion; and it has come! Exactly in due time.
Again, strictly in harmony with what experi-
ences you have been having recently, we find
the appropriateness of the words by Paul writ-
ten at Colossians, lo wit: “Who now rejoice in
my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is
behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh
for his body’s sake, which is the church.” What
2 blessed privilege, therefore, to stand today
as the targets of the enemy and receive their
darts, unflinching and unashamed! And by
God's grace we will keep on deing it.

The very day that Italy stabbed France in
the back, with the approval of Pacelli, and
turned that people over o Fascism, that very
day cruel persecution broke out in this land
against God’s conseerated people as a camou-
flage to hide the real wickedness of the real
enemies of the American government. An or-
ganization under the command of the Papacy
released for publication a paper on the same
day calling upon public officers throughout
the United States to employ summary pro-
ceedings against all persons who are subver-
give. Immediately, like a flash from the wires,
the persecution of Jehovah’s witnesses in Tex.

The Messenger, 1940 edition
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be able to give yen girls proper advies, you girls who are looking
for a hasband. When you see Daniel, David, Moses and all the
prophets, listen to what they have to say, and they will properly
ndvise you boys and gixls. T am going fo bave handed to every
one of you 15,400 children one of these books as a gracious giff.
1 ask that you first stady it faithfully. Ask somecne else to sit
with yon under the shade of a tree and study that which leads
to [ife and endless blessings. . . . Tt i€ your privilee between
now and before Lhe day school opens ta spend six hours a day
in taking the book Ghildren to others” The parents should en-
pourame their children to do this very thing, if they wonld have
them live.

Cartons of Children that liad heen deposited in The Arena
were now opened, and Judge Rotherford instrueted the children
how to come and each get a copy thereof, those in the rear helf
of Fhe Arcoa marching in two columns out through a side exit,
and those in the front half of The Arena marching up over the
platform and ont through a rear exit, As the march begar, the
prehestra (minvs 1l ite children instromentalisls) struek up and
rendered rangs, “Children of the Heavenly Eirg,” “The Bword
of the Lord and of Gideon” and “Who Is on the Lord’s Side?”
while the vast audienes sapg. Never was there a more moving
gight in these “last days”. Many, including strong men, wept at
the dernemstration. Receiving the gift, the marching children
clasped it to them, not a toy ar plaything for idle pleascre, but
the Lord's provided instrument for most effective work in the re-
maining months before Armageddon. What a gift] and to so
many! The mznner of relcasing the new book Childres wag an
emtright surprise fo all, but the almighty hend of the All-wise
One, Jehoveh, wss in it, and the maneuver wes most blessed in-
deed. Thereafter Children, the author's edition, was disposed of to
adult conventioners, on a contribulion.

The blessings of the Assembly were further enhanced by the
gftornoon session, which provided s delightful anliclimex fo
“Children’s Day”. The Arena was again packed out to hear about
“Your New Work” and the president's parting words, For weeks
the question hed been upon many conseerated minds, and at
3 p.m. the first speaker, the factory and office servant at Brook-
Iyn, diselosed the “mew work™, to wif, the placing of Children,
ani thereafter, over a perio@ of three weeks, sending ezch cbtain-
er, at no extra eost to him, the “Children Study Course”, to wit,
three attractive, illuminated queslion-and-answer folders, these to
be followed the fourth week by a back-call serviee by the one
placing Children. Another spesker, on “Solving the Preblem”,

showed how the new book, together with the “Children Study’

Course”, provided the solution for the problem of eompany pub-
lishers to rench their individual guota of twelve baek-ealls monthly
and one model study weekly, as suggested in the recent commauni-
cation of the president of the Society. Three spenkers then spoke,
cach bricfly on “When to Begin”, and were in concert as to the
answer, that sow is the time.

When, next, Judge Rotherford came on the platform, he talked
extemparaneously, but the unspeakahle blessing the Lord bestawed
in the morning appeared to have put him in the best of condition
and filled hig heart and mouth full of words “in season™ and
“fitly spoken”. For forty-five minules the audience spent 8 most
delightful time listening. Said Judge Rutherford: “It is pot ex-
actly & new work, but it is putting on a litlle more steam for
the final roundup.” Then eoncerming the book just released, he
added: “We had on the grounds this morning only 40,000 of
the autographed edition. . . . Bot I am plad to tell you that,
while that 40,000 are gone, there is another 150,400 coples
on the grounds ready for use, [Applause] So you will have 150;-
000 ¢n the grounds here to start with ¥ow, and I think it might
be well for two or threc thousand first-class workers to go into
the St. Louis field and get those in the bands of the people here
whe want to know something about it before you go away.” (It
developed that more than 3,000 persons of goud-will turned in
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their names at the public meetings, requesting ealls by Jehovah's
witnesses and farther information.)

Then in most interesting fashion ho told of kis visit to the
trailer enmp Saturday, snd also of the opposition and the diffi-
colties eanzed by the public service bodies, such as the Chamber
of Commerce and the Convention Burear, all due to their sub-
gervience to the religions organization, whom he symbolized nnder
the figure of one distressed “Fayther Q"Hooligan®. The deserip-
tian of the actions and the Lossy orders of this “Fayther O™Hooli-
gan” in his awn bregne to Jocal businessmen and Cathelie popu-
lation ecaused greal amusement, and the assembly langhed again
and again. (Pss. 2:4; 37:12,13; 52: 8) Then he told of the good
people of 8t. Louis and stowed how the parabie of the “sheep”
and “goats” had thus had loeal fulfiliment—Matthew 25.

The cify editor of t's Globe Demecrat sent him a guestion,
“IJo you mot think it « iscourtecus to eriticize wnother person’s
relizion in his ovm eommunity ” but, due to "Father O’Hooligan”,
they refused to puhlish the answer submitted, though it was of
great public inlerest, The Roman Catholie Hieravchy in America
bave treated in like manner all proposals, challenges and petitions
to public discussion in debate over radio. They have all heen
warned, and now “we are going to spend our energy and fime and
strength in going to the people of good-will toward God and his
Theperatie kingdom, earrying to them the message”. Hope-rousing
and slirring was his statcment: “T feel shsolutely certein that
from heneeforth . . . those who will form the great multitnde
will grow hy leaps and bounds.” The arising of 15,000 ehildren
this morning was o Qecisive answer and reproof to the “evil
servant” elass who say, “Humph! where’s the great multitnde?”

For ever to disprove all published false charpes and slurs that
he is the leader of Jelovoh's witnesses, he said: “I want to let
any strangers here know what von think ahout a man being your
LEADER, g0 they won’t be forgetting. Every time something rises
up and staris to grow, they say there is some man & leader who
has a great following. If there is any person in this audience
who thinks that I, ihis mav standing here, is the leader of Jeho-
vah's witnesses, say Yes.” But fhere was a unanimous “No®!
exiphatically, “If you who are here helieve that T am just one of
the servants of the Lxrd, and we ave working shoulder to shoulder
in unity, serving God end serving Christ, sny Yes.” The unani-
mous “¥es!” was strong and uneqguivacal. “Well, you don't have
to need me a5 an earthly lender to get a crowd like that to work.”
He now asked them to return fo their respective parts and “put
ox move stenm . . . put in all the thme yor can®™. Then he offered
words of benediction. -

Briefly referring to the ¢coming convention in Britain in Sep-
fember he asked them to join with him in a ceblegram, as fol-
lows: “To the Leieesier Assembly: Your fellow servanfs, as-
sermbled 115,000 strong at St. Louis, bid our British bretbren be
very courageons and hold fast your integrily. Theoerstie vietory
is certain, [Signed] Jebovak’s witnesses in Amerien.” This was
adopted with n unanimons “Aye”.

His Anal words were, “Well, my dear brethren, the Lord bless
you, Now I wor't say Good-bye, beeanse I expect 1o see you at
some time again.’” By this the brethren were greatly encouraged,
and their hearts and minds were turned to the still greater and
prander event, “the general assembly” spoken of at Hebrews
12; 23. Till then they would keep eovenant and maintain integrity
toward Jekovah God, and endure hordness as good eoldiers of
Josus Christ, and continuze on in God’s “stronge work™ as his
{faithful and true witnesses, till done.

[A more detniled report of the convention will appear in
Conselation.] ’

(Continued from page 274)

in support of Jehovah’s witnesses and in defense of their rights
and liberties in His service. The 32 pages of this imporiant doen-
mentary matber are enclosed in & neat and strong cover, It is 5ea
copy, mailed postage prepaid.

The Watchtower, September 15, 1941
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WHY HUMAN CREATION WILL YET BE SET FREE 29

twentieth century an independent study has been
carried on that does not blindly follow some tra-
ditional chronological calculations of Christen-
dom, and the published timetable resulting from
this independent study gives the date of man's
creation as 4026 B.C.E.t 'According to this trust-

worthy Eibl_e chronology six thousand years ifrom
man’s creation will ng n 1975, and %e seventh
Eenoa of a tﬁousané Eears of human Hlstorx will

** So six thousand years of man’s existence on
earth will soon be up, yes, within this generation.
Jehovah God is timeless, as it is written in Psalm
90:1, 2: “O Jehovah, you yourself have proved
to be a real dwelling for us during generation
after generation. Before the mountains them-
selves were born, or you proceeded to bring forth
as with labor pains the earth and the productive
land, even from time indefinite to time indefinite
you are God.” So from the standpoint of Jehovah
God these passing six thousand years of man'’s
existence are but as six days of twenty-four hours,
for this same psalm (verses 3, 4) goes on to say:
“You make mortal man go back to crushed mat-
ter, and you say: ‘Go back, you sons of men.’ For
a thousand years are in your eyes but as yester-
day when it is past, and as a watch during the
night.” So in not many years within our own
generation we are reaching what Jehovah God
could view as the seventh day of man'’s existence.

Swensko, published in Lund, Sweden, in 1862 (pages
CXXI-C¥XVIII). This differs from Ussher's Chronology
by four years. ) )

t See “Chart of Outstanding Historical Dates” on
page 292, in the chapter entitled “Measuring Events in
the Stream of Time,” of the book “All Scripture Is
Inspired of God and Beneficial,” published in 1963 b{
the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Soclety of Pennsyl-
vania.

42. From the standpolnt of Jehovah God, how long has man's
existence been?

Life Everlasting - in Freedom of the Sons of God, 1966 edition
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plunged the world into ancther and even
greater war within the same generation,
namely, World War II. Shortly thereafter
came smaller wars and revolutions. As
Jesus foretold, the end of the Gentile
Times would mark ‘a beginning of pangs
of distress” for the earth, and so it has
been.

Since 1914, the earth has also experi-
enced unprecedented

e WATCHTOWER
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in 1914 would also see its end. The gen-
eration that was old enough to view those
events with understanding in 1914 is no
longer young. It no longer has many years
to run, Already many of its members have
died. But Jesus showed that there would
still be members of ‘‘this geheration” alive
at the time of the passing away of this
wicked system of things in both heav-

en and earth. (Luke

famine, Food short-
ages have affected
more than twice as
many people as were
affected in the 900
years before. Pesti-

COMING IN THE NEXT ISSUE
® Mildness, a Christian Requirement.
® Instructing with Mildness.
¢ Commaerclal Worid Expsriences

Cause for Mourning.
@ Do You Give ‘Just as You Have
Resolved in Your Heart'?

21:32, 33) How
much longer will it
be, then, before God
takes action to de-
stroy the wicked and
usher in the blessings

lences have increased

in the earth and go on increasing. Mental
and nervous disorders, heart diseases and
cancer are reaching the proportions of a
global calamity. And earthquakes, too, are
bringing increased woe. The yearly foll in
lives lost from earthquakes since 1914 has
been ten times what it was before that
year.

These events emphasize the preciseness
of God’s “timetable.” They make us wit-
nesses of fulfilled prophecies. They tell us
what Satan the Devil already knows,
namely, that we stand at the threshold of
Armageddon, that his wicked rule is about
to end, that ‘Cod’s kingdom come’ will
soon be a reality for the earth.—Rev.
12:12.

THE END OF 6,000 YEARS

In examining these Scriptural facts,
something else alsc captures our attention.
According to Bible chronology, we are al-
ready over fifty-two years into the wicked
system of things’ “time of the end."” That
time began in the autumn of 1814 C.E,
at the termination of the “appointed times
of the nations,” and it is already far ad-
vanced. Jesus said that “this generation”
that saw the beginning of this time period

of his Kingdom rule?

Interestingly, the autumn of the year
1975 marks the end of 6,000 vears of hu-
man experience, This is ascertainable from
reliable Eﬁronology preserved in the Bible
ftsell. What will thal year mean for Hu-

ind? 1 e time when
executes e wicked and starls off the
thousand-year rei of his Son Jesus
Christ? It very well could, but we will
have to waiteto see. Yet of this we can
be certain: the generation that Jesus said
wolld witness those events is nearing its
close. The time is close at hand. On God's
“timetable” we are in the closing days of
a wicked system of things that will soon
be gone forever. A glorfous new order is

immediately before us. This is, therefore,

good reason for Christians everywhere to
rejoice. Yes, they rejoice because fulfill-
ment of their prayers for the kingdom of
God is now at hand.—Luke 21;28.

Therefore, keep in mind the admonition
of the Lord Jesus when speaking of our
day: “Keep awake, then, all the time mak-
ing supplication that you may succeed in
escaping all these things that are destined
to occur, and in standing before the Son
of man.” {Luke 21:36) The prophecy is
sure; the time is short.

The Watchtower, May 1, 1967



fze my ambition to pioneer which I felt would
net be fulfiled until after my retrement.”
A =ster, who was hesitant at frst, szid:
“l can truthfully say these two months un-
doubtedly have been the happiest and most
rewardlig [ have ever spent in Jehovah's
ervice.” Another sister wrote: “Never have
I felt fo close to Jehovah as I have during
this menth of April. . .. I have pever kncwn

such happiness and contentment, ner has

my consciencs been so clear”

No doubt about it, brothers, vacaton pio-
neering increased the happiness of these
brothers, didn’t it? That happiness can be
yours teo. It just requirss taking a positive
attitude toward this privilege and being will-
ing, with Jehovah's help, to try it

Brothers, we do not want you to feel that
vacatcn ploneering is scmetling everyone is
obligated to do. No, it is & privilege that Je-
bovah invites you to take up. None of us
should fes! that we will lose Jehovah's favor
if we cannot vacation pioneer. He loves the
congregation publishers and blesses their
acHvity too, doesn't he? We fes! his haoly
gpirit helping us as we oy to do the things
pleasing to kim. Kowever, there are times

when we want to do more, to make a special

effort to expand ocur actvity for a while. Here’
{s where the leving arrangement of vacation
pionesring comes in. It is something we can
take up whenever we want, and the increasad
blessings are owrs for doing so. {Prov. 11:25)
Imagine that a person found a room full of
treasures and in the rcom was 2 deor marked
“ore Treasures.” Wewldn't he walk through
that door? Of cowrse he wouwld. So it Is with
us. As publishers we have a treasure of
service and connected with It Is a door of
coportunity marked, as it were, “Vacation
Pioneering, More Treasures of Service."

We are sure that many this year will walk
through that door and experience what trea-
sures of sarvice lie beyond it, even as many
thousands have already done.

Increcaing Your Ministry
Increases Your Happiness
Do you remember the Naririte arrange-
ment in the anclent paticn of Isael? (Num.

6:1-21) Though all the Israelites were dedi-
cated to Jehovah through their birth i.nt}o
his dedicated naticn, individuals, from time
to time, feit the need to do more. Perbap
they saw the privilege of going farther
their being more fully set apart to Jehovah.
Not only by their actions but in all probability
by word of mouth, those Nazirites declared
the glery of Jehovah thelr God. If we were
living back there, many of us would take up
the Narrite vow, wouldn't we?

Being & Nazirite meant a period of
abstinence in order to lUve closer to God
When vacation pioneering, one abstains from
other regular things to live closer to Ged, in
this case by more time In direct service p:
God. It is Jehovah's loving arrangement by
which we can saticfy this healthy Christian
yearning and increass our happiness. The
way thousands of you have responded to the
invitation to vacation pioneer ghows that
the Nazirite spirit of wanting to have more
spirituality Is alive as never before. Yes, we
have every incentive to take advantage of
this happifying arrangement

Since we have dedicated ourselves to Je-
hovah, we want to do his will to the fullest
extent possible. Making some special effort
to do more than the usuzl helps us live up
to our dedication. In view cf the short pericd
of time left, we want to do this as often as
circumstances permit. Just think, brothers,
there are ondv ahout ninety manths left be-
fore 6,000 years of man's existence on earth
{5 completes. L ycu remember wnat we
garnea al e assembiies last summer? The
majority of people living today will probably
be alve wnen Armageddon breaks out, and

ere are no resurrection hepes for those
who are destoyed then So, now more than
ever, It Is vital not to ignore that spirit of
wanting to do more.

Those whe take up vecadon ploneering
know that edjustments must be made to care
for all of thelr obligetions. You mothers’ 'will
have to arrange your affalrs so that with
family cooperation you can care for your
household work as you ploneer for a while.
Ome sisier made adjustments io her schedule
for laundering and irening. To vacation plo-

Kingdom Ministry, March 1968
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ed 10 be October § (Juljan) or September
29 (Gregorian) 537 B.C.E.—Ezra 1:1-4;
3:1-6.

* Here, then, very definitely established,
is another milestone—the time when the
seventy years of desclation of the land of
Judah came to an end—about October 1,
937, (Jer. 25:11, 12; 29:10) It Is now a
simple formula to determine when the
seventy years began. One has only to add

7% S0 when 0id the seveniy years of desolation begin,
end when &id Lthey end”®

Fhe WATCHTOWER

BROOKLYN. N Y.
70 to 537 to get 607, So about QOctober 1,
607 B.C.E., the desclating of the land of
Judah and the complete emptying out cf
its inhabitants was fully accomplished.
1 The importance of the year 607 B.C.E.
in this Biblical chronology will become
more apparent in the following article, as
we Sseek an answer to the provocative
question, When was Adam created?

25. The anawer to what gquestion (5 relaied 10 '&v

year 87 B.C.E *

HAT about all this talk concern-

ing the vear 19757 Lively discus-
sions, some based on speculation, have
burst into flame during recent months
among serious students of the Bible. Their
interest has been Kindled by the belief that
1973 will mark the end of 6000 years of
human history since Adam's creaticn. The
nearness of such an important date indeed

WHY HRE YOU LOOKING FORWARD r

fires the imagination and presents unlimit-
ed possibilities for discussion,

' But wait! How do we know their cal-
culations are correct? What basis {s there
for saying Adam was created nearly
5.993 years ago? Does the one Book that
can be implicitly trusted for its truthful
historical accuracy, namely, the Inspired
Word of Jehovah, the Holy Bible, give
support and credence to such & conclusion?

1. 2 (x) What hay yparked speclal interest in the year
1975, and wilh whal results? (b) Butl what quesiions
are ralsea”

o253 %2
O (L
S *ﬁf B

X2 ,
%f’
YA f?

3In the marginal references of the
Protestant Authorized or King James Ve
gion, and in the footnotes of certain edi-
tions of the Catholic Douay versicn, e
date of man’s creation is said to be 40(<
B.C.E. This marginal date, however, is n¢
part of the inspired text of the H:al:
Scriptures, since it was first suggested
more than fifteen centuries after the last
Bible writer died, and was not added to
any edition of the Bible until 1701 CE
It is an insertion based upon the conclu:
sions of an Irish prelate, the Anglican
Archbishop James Ussher (1581-1636)
Ussher's chronology was only one of the
many sincere efforts made during the past
centuries to determine the time cf Adam’s
creation. A hundred years ago when 3
count was taken, no less than 140 difer-
ent timetables had been published by s¢-

\',.,,-‘

f")ﬁ"ﬁ"‘?:' 2%

3. Is whe Sate for Adam’s crestion as [ound In mas
copler of Lhe Bible part of the Inspired Scripiures, a0t
do all agree on the date?

The Watchtower, August 15, 1968



AUucUSsT 15, 1968

in which Adam was created. Since man
naturally began to count time with his
own beginning, and since man's most an-
cient calendars started each year in the
autumn, it is reasonable to assume that
the first man Adam was created in the
fall of the year.

“* Thus, through a careful independent
study by dedicated Bible scholars who
have pursued the subject for a number of
vears, and who have not blindly followed
some traditional chronological calculations
of Christendom, we have arrived at a date
for Adam’s creation that is 22 years moare
distant in the past than Ussher's figure.
This means time is running out two de-
cades sooner than traditional chronology
anticipates.

* After much of the mathematics and
genealogies, really, of what benefit is this
information to us today? Is it not all dead
history, as uninteresting and profitiess as
walking through a cemetery copying old
dates off tombstones? After all, why
should we be any more interested in the
date of Adam’s creation than in the birth
of King Tut? Well, for one thing, if 4,026
is added to 1,968 (allowing for the
lack of a zero year between C.E. and
B.C.E.) one gets a total of 5,993 years,
come this autumn, since Adam's creation.
That means, in the fall of the year 1975,
a little over seven years from now (and
not in 1997 as would be the case if Ussher's
figures were correct), it will be 6,000
years since the creation of Adam, the fa-
ther of all mankind!

ADAM CREATED AT CLOSE OF “SIXTH DAY"

30 Are we to assume from this study that

the battle of Armageddon will be all over

by the autumn of 1975, and the long-
'‘voked-for thousand-xgg; reign _of Chnst

28, How does this chronolpgy dlffer from Ussher's in
regard to Adam's creation?

29. Why be concerned with the date of Adam’s creatlon?
30. What may occur befgre 1975, but what atiitude
should we take?

Fre WATCHTOWER
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will begin by then? Possibly, but we wait
to see how closely the seventh thousand-
year period of man’s existence coincides
with the sabbathlike thousand-year reign
of Christ. If these two periods run par-
allel] with each other as to the calendar
year, it will not be by mere chance or ac-
cident but will be according to Jehovah's
loving and timely purposes. Our chronol-
ogy, however, which is reasonably accu-
rate (but admittedly not infallible), at the
best only points to the autumn of 1973
as the end of 6,000 years of man's exis-
tence on earth. It does not necessarily
mean that 1975 marks the end of the
first 6,000 years of Jehovah's seventh
creative “day.” Why not? Because after
reation Adam lived some time durin

me “s:xth day,” which unknown amount

to be subtracted from
Adam's 930 vears, to determine when the

sixth seven-thousand-year period or ‘‘day”

ended. and how long Adam lived into the
“seventh day."” And yet the end of that
sixth creative “day” could end within the
same Gregorian calendar year of Adam's
creation, I+ mayv jnvolve only a dlfference
of -weeks or mdnths,-not-vyears.

it In'regard to Adam's creation it is
good to read carefully what the Bible says.
Moses in compiling the book of Genesis
referred to written records or ‘“histories”
that predated the Flood. The first of these
begins with Genesis 1:1 and ends at Gene-
sis 2:4 with the words, “This is the his-
tory of the heavens and the earth . . . "
The second historical document begins
with Genesis 2:5 and ends with verse two
of chapter five. Hence we have two sepa-
rate accounts of creation from slightly
different points of view. In the second of
these accounts, in Genesis 2:19, the origi-
nal Hebrew verb translated “was forming”
is in the progressive imperfect form. This
does not mean that the animals and birds

31. What do the Arst two chepters of Genesls dlsclose?



to realize the import of what happened in
1914, it would still make the youngest of
“this generation” nearly 70 years old to-
day. So the great majority of the genera-
tion to which Jesus was referring has al-
ready passed away in death. The remain-
ing ones are approaching old age. And
remember, Jesus said that the end of this
wicked world would come before that gen-
eration passed away in death. This, of it-
seif, tells us that the years left before the
foreteld end comes cannot be many.

6,000 Years Nearing Completion

There is another way that helps con-
firm the fact that we are living in the final
few vears of this “time of the end.” (Dan,
12:9) The Bible shows that we are near-
ing the end of a full 6,000 years of human

history. What significance does this have?

When God gave his laws to ancient Is-
rael, one of those laws involved keeping
the sabbath day holy. On the seventh day
of the week there was to be no laber. The
people were to rest from all their toil. (Ex.
20:8-11) The Bible states that “the Law
has a shadow of the good things to come.”
—Heb. 10:1.

Revelation chapter 20, verse 6, shows_

that God’s heavenly kingdom will rule

over the earth for one thousand vears
after the end of this svstem of things.
That millennium will bring a sabbathlike
rest to the earth and all those then in-
habiting it. Hence, the first six thousand
years since man’s creation could be lik-
ened to the first six days of the week in
ancient Israel, The seventh one-thousand-
year period could be likened to the seventh
day, the sabbath, of that week.—2 Pet,
3:8.

How fitting it would be for God, fol-
lowing this pattern, to end man’s misery
after six thousand years of human rule
rule for a thousand years! This Kingdom

14

Christians have prayed for during many
centuries.—Matt. €:10.

When Do 6,000 Fears End?
How can it be determined when 8,000
vears of human history wilt end?
According fo reliable Bible chronologv,
Adam and Eve were created in 4026
B.C.E.* From the autumn of
4026 B.C.E. to 1 B.C.E. .... 4,025 years
1BCEtTCE ... 1 year
1CE t0o 1958 CE. .......... 1,967 years

Total to autumn 1968 .... 5,993 years

This would leave only seven more years
from the autumn of 1968 tc complete
6,000 fuil years of human history. That
seven-vear pariod will evident] ish in
B
Does this mean that the above evidence
positively points to 1975 as the time for
the complete end cof this system of things?
Since the Rible daoes nat specifically state
this, no man can sayv. However, of this
we can be sure: The 15970's will certainly
see the most critical times mankind has
yet known. The deterigration in human
relations—within families, communities,
cities and nations, and betwaen nations
—will worsen, not improve, (2 Tim. 3;13)
If the 1970's should see intervention by
Jehovah God to bring an end to a corrupt
world drifting toward ultimate disintegra-
tion, that should surely not surprise us.
If you feel that this is painting the
picture too darkly, consider what warn-
ings the hard facts have forced even men
of this world to express. They sense that
disaster is approaching, but, lacking the
Bible’s guidance, they do not know what
to do about it, That is why U.S. News &
World Report of June 10, 1968 said:
“What is davaloping, as many experts ses
it, is an era of confusion and doubts unlike
anything experienced.”

* For turther detalls see the book ‘“4ll Seripture I
Inspired o God ond Beueficial,” pp. 283 to 286

AWAEER!

Awake!, October 8, 1968



FULL-TIME SERVICE=YOUTH'S SPLENDID OPPORTUNITY

te OVAH |Is taking pleasure in his
pecple” (Ps. 149:4) Just think of that,
brothers! Our great God, Jehovah, takes plea-
sure in us, even though we are only tiny dust
partcles on this small earth in his vast uni-
verse. Though we are llving scattered “in
among & crooked and twisted generation,”
still he notices us and rejoices. (Phil. 2:15)
Why? Because we are the ones he has seen
to be righteous, the ones who are doing his
will, among this generation, (Gen. 7:1) Yes,
we have offered ourselves willingly In this
day when he will take military action against
this wicked system of things.—Ps, 110:3.

Among Jehovah's people there are many
dedicated youths. Are you one of these? Uf
you are, rejoice that you too have a share
in making Jehovah's heart happy! {(Prov.
27:11) Will you be finishing school scon?
If 50, what have you decided to do after you
graduate? Or, are you one who has alresdy
finished scheol? What course of actlvity ere
¥YOou pursuing?

Of course, there may be a tempting offer
of higher education or of going Into some
field of work that promises material rewards.
However, Jehovah Cod holds out to you
young folks many marvelous privileges of
service in his organization. Which will you
decide to take up? In view of the short time
lett, a decision to pursue & career In this
systen of things Is not only unwise but ex-
tremely dangerous. On the ofher hand, a
decision 10 take advantage of what God offers
through his organization opens up excellent
opportunities for advancement &s wel as a
rich, meaningful life that will never end.

If you are out of school, can you take
advantage of the many grand privileges open
1o you in the service of Jehovah God? Qne
way you can do this Is by declding to enter
the ranks of full-time service as a pioneer.
There 15 a great need for full-time preachers
and teachers today. It is a field of activity
with & marvelous future.

Think of Jehovah's Christlan minlstry as
a delightful corridor down which we are
walking. Along this corridor Is a large glass

door, and, peering through [t, we see ancther
corridor with other doors leading to various
privileges of service. We notice that one glass
door ls marked Pioneer Service and the other
doors beyond it are marked Special Pioneer
Service, Bethel Service, Cileed Training and
Missionary Service. Going through these
doors offers you the splendid opgortunity 1o
use your life to the full in Jehovah's service.
Will you put yoursel! In a position to do so
by walking through the door marked Pioneer
Service?—1 Cor. 16:9.

Yes, will you make yourself available for
greater privileges of service in the organiza-
tion that Jehovah has purposed to preserve
forever? Or will you pursue a career in this
unhappy, dying systeq of things? Consider
what other youths decided when they were
faced with the decision that you must now
make.

TURNING DOWN WORLDLY OPPORTUNITIES
IN ORDER TO PIONEER

Many young brothers and sisters were
offered scholarships or employmen! that
promisec Hne pay. However, they tlurnec
hem _down and put spiritual [nteresis Arst.
[n some cases this was not easy, because of
pressure {rom the world to take up i15 offers
For example, one young brother in Florida
was offered a four-year scholarship in eng-
neering at the University of Miami. One of
his teachers did all he could to convince this
young man to go to college. He even took
him to visit some of these institutions 10 let
him see what they were like, thereby hoping
to get him to take advantage of the offer.

What did this brother decide to do? He
went into the full-ume pioneer service. Did
he make the right decision? Well, think about
this: During his pioneering he helped a
family of five to take up Jehovah's pure
worship. The father of the family was bap-
tized in six months' time and later became
a servant in the congregation. Also this pio-
neer helped two teen-agers to get on the road
leading to life. Is it Likely that he would have

Kingdom Ministry, June 1969



HOW ARE YOU USING YOUR LIFE?

S IT not apparent that most of mankind

are llving their lives for themselves?
They are using their lives as they see fit,
without concern for others. But what about
us? The apostle Paul wrote to fellow servants
of Jehovah, saying: “None of us, in fact, lives
with regard ta himself only, and no one dies
with regard to himself only; for both if we
live, we live to Jehovah, and if we die, we
die to Jehovah. Therefore both if we live and
if we die, we belong to Jehovah."—Rom.
14:7. 8.

This is something for all of us to give
serious thought to: It would be entirely in-
appropriate for us. while professing to be
Jehovah's people, to try to live our lives
with regard to ourselves only. As the apostle
Paul wrote: “You do not belong to your-
selves, for you were bought with a price. By
&ll means, glorify God."—1 Cor. 6:19, 20.

Are we not thankful that Jehovah God
has purchased us and that we now belong to
Him? He has bought us with the life of his
own dear Son so that eternal death does not
have to be our lot, but we have before us the
opportunity to enjoy everlasting life. (John
3:16, 36) How are you affected by this lov-
ing provision of God? Does it not cause you
10 want 10 show Jehovah your deep apprecia-
tion? The apostle Peter noted that if we have
the proper mental disposition we will be
moved to “live the remainder of [our} time
in the flesh, no more for the desires of men,
but for God’s will.”"—1 Pet. 4:2.

Is that what you are doing? Are you living
no longer simply to satisfy personal ambi-
tions or desires, but to do God's will? Are
there ways In which you could share more
fully In doing the will of God?

God's Will for Us

Jehovah makes clear in his Word that his
will for us today includes accomplishing &
great work of Kingdom-preaching before the
end of this system comes. (Matt. 24:14)
Jesus Christ did a simllar work. He said:
“Also to other eities T must declare the good
news of the kingdom of God, because for this
I was sent forth.'—Luke 4:43.

FIHGDOM MIMISTAY, MAT 1974

Jesus did not hold back, but was whole-
souled in his service to God. When we read
the historical accounts of his ministry in the
Gospels, how impressed we are with his ener.
£y and teal in doing the Kingdom-preaching!
Jesus knew that he had only & short time.
and he did not spare himsell in finishing his
assignment. Should we not today be imitat.
Ing his example, especially since we have
such a short time left now in which to com-
plete the Kingdom-preaching?

Yes, the end of this system s so very near!
Is_that not reason to Increase our activily’
In this regard we can learn something from
a runner who puts on a final burst of speed
near the finish of a race. Look at Jesus. who
apparently stepped up his activity during
his final days on earth. In fact. over 27 per.
cenl of the material in the Gospels is de-
voted to just the last weel: of Jesus' earthly
ministry!—Matt. 21:1-27:50; Mark 11:1-15;
37; Luke 19:29-23:46; John 11:55-19:30.

By carefully and prayerfully examining
our own circumstances, we also may find
that we can spend more time and energy
in preaching during this final period before
the present system ends, Many of our oroth-
ers and sisters are doing just that. This is
evident from the rapidly increesing number
of pioneers.

Yes, since the summer of 1973 there have
been new peaks in pioneers every month.
Now there are 20,394 regular and special
ploneers in the United States, an all-time
peak. That Is 5,190 more than there were In
February 1973! A 3d-percent increase' Does
that not warm our hearis? Reports are heard
and planning to finish gut the rest of their
davs in this old system In the picnesr service.
Certainly this is & fine way 1o spend the shart
time remaining before the wicked world's

,end.—=1 John 2:17.

Clrcumstances such as poor health or re-
sponsibilities in connection with your family
may limit what you can do in the field min-
istry. And yet, the ploneer ranks include
many who have health limitations, as well as
some persons with families, But these broth-

Kingdom Ministry, May 1974
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spirit, indicated a decisive move for the
expansion of the missionary work. The rec-
ord at Acts 13:2-4 tells us: “The holy spirit
gaid: 'Of all persons set Barnabas and Saul
apart for me for the work to which I have
called them.’ . . . Accordingly these men,
sent out by the hely spirit, went down to
Seleucia [the seaport of Syrian Antioch],
and from there they sailed away to Cy-
prus.” How thrilling that must have been
for Paul and Barnabas—sailing to their
first foreign assignment! The apostle Paul

was spearheading the Christian missionary

activity. He was also laying a foundation

for a work that would be completed in pur
20th century.

® Paul went on to make three recorded
missionary tours plus his journey to Rome
as a prisoner. In the course of these, he
opened up the work in several cities in
Europe and preached the Kingdom message
in countries and islands that today are
known as Syria, Cyprus, Crete, Turkey,
Greece, Malta, and Sicily. He may even
have reached Spain. He helped establish
congregations in many cities. What was
the secret of his effective missionary activ-
ity?

Effective Teaching

10 Paul imitated Christ's way of teaching.
Therefare he knew how to relate to people.
He knew how to teach and how to train
others as teachers. He based his teaching
on the Scriptures. He did not try to impress
others with his own wisdom but, rather,
reasoned from the Scriptures. (Acts 17:
2, 3) Paul also knew how to adapt to his
audience and how to use the local setting as
a springboard for his message. As he said:
“I have made myself the slave to all, that 1
may gain the most persons. And so to the

9. What did the apostle Paul accomplish by
means of his missionar% tours?

10. Why was Paul so effective in his missionary
activity?

12 THE WATCHTOWER—JANUARY 1, 1989

Jews I became as a Jew . . . To those without
law 1 became as without law . . . To the weak
1 became weak, that | might gain the weak,
1 have become all things o people of all
sorts, that I might by all means save some.”
—1 Corinthians 9:19-23; Acts 17:22, 23.

11 Paul and his companions were effective
missionaries. By perseverance and endur-
ance, they established and strengthened
Christian congregations everywhere they
went. (Acts 13:14, 43, 48, 49; 14:19-28) The
early Christian ministry was so widespread
that Paul could eventually write about “the
truth of that good news which has present-
ed itself to you, even as it is bearing fruit
and increasing in all the world . . . , and
which was preached in all creation that is
under heaven.” Truly, early Christian mis.
sionary activity affected people.—Colos-
sians 1:5, 6, 23.

12 However, by the beginning of the sec-
ond century C.E., apostasy was creeping
into the Christian congregation, even as
Jesus and the apostles had warned. (Mat-
thew 7:15, 21-23; Acts 20:28, 30; 1 John 2:
18, 19) In the centuries that followed, the-
ology and pagan doctrine submerged the
Kingdom message. Christendom sent out
missionaries, not to preach the true King-
dom of Ged, but to impose on defenseless
natives—often with the sword—the king-
dom of their palitical masters and spon-
sors. Authentie Christian missionary work
ceased but not forever.

1 Toward the close of the 19th century,
Charles T. Russell, the first president of the
Watch Tower Society, saw the need for
missionary activity. He thus organized an
extensive witnessing campaign, and he

11. What indicates that Paul and his compan-
ions were effective missionaries, and how wide-
spread was the Christian ministry?
12. What caused the authentic%hristisn mis-
sionary work to cease for a time?

13, How did a missionary campaign get started
in modern times, and what was accomplished by
the end of 19167

The Watchtower, January 1, 1989
magazine version



spirit, indicated a decisive move for the
expansion of the missionary work. The rec-
ord at Acts 13:2-4 tells us: “The holy spirit
said: ‘Of all persons set Barnabas and Saul
apart for me for the work to which I have
called them.’ . . . Accordingly these men,
sent out by the holy spirit, went down to
Seleucia [the seaport of Syrian Antioch],
and from there they sailed away to Cy-
prus.” How thrilling that must have been
for Paul and Barnabas—sailing to their
first foreign assignment! The apostle Paul

was spearheading the Christian missionary

activity. He was also laying a foundation

for a work that would be completed in our

# Paul went on to make three recorded
missionary tours plus his journey to Rome
as a prisoner. In the course of these, he
opened up the work in several cities in
Europe and preached the Kingdom message
in countries and islands that today are
known as Syria, Cyprus, Crete, Turkey,
Greece, Malta, and Sicily. He may even
have reached Spain. He helped establish
congregations in many cities. What was
the secret of his effective missionary activ-
ity?

Effective Teaching

1 Paul imitated Christ's way of teaching.
Therefore he knew how to relate to people.
He kpnew how to teach and how to train
others as teachers. He based his teaching
on the Scriptures. He did not try Lo impress
others with his own wisdom but, rather,
reasoned from the Scriptures. (Acts 17:
2, 3) Paul also knew how to adapt to his
audience and how to use the local setting as
a springboard for his message. As he said:
“] have made myself the slave to all, that I
may gain the most persons. And so to the

9. What did the apostle Paul accomplish by
means of his missionary tours?
10. Why was Paul 8o effective in his missionary

activity?
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Jews ] became as a Jew . . . To those without
law I became as without law . . . To the weak
1 became weak, that I might gain the weak.
I have become all things to people of all
sorts, that I might by all means save some.”
—1 Corinthians 9:19-23; Acts 17:22, 23.

" Paul and his companions were effective
missionaries. By perseverance and endur-
ance, they established and strengthened
Christian congregations everywhere they
went. (Acts 13:14, 43, 48, 49; 14:19-28) The
early Christian ministry was so widespread
that Paul could eventually write about “the
truth of that good news which has present-
ed itself to you, even as it is bearing fruit
and increasing in all the world . . . , and
which was preached in all creation that is
under heaven.” Truly, early Christian mis-
sionary activity affected people.—Colos-
gians 1:5, 6, 23.

12 However, by the beginning of the sec-
ond century C.E., apostasy was creeping
into the Christian congregation, even as
Jesus and the apostles had warned. (Mat-
thew 7:15, 21-23; Acts 20:29, 30; 1 John 2:
18, 19) In the centuries that followed, the-
ology and pagan doctrine submerged the
Kingdom message. Christendom sent out
missionaries, not to preach the true King-
dom of God, but to impose on defenseless
natives—often with the sword—the king-
dom of their political masters and spon-
sors. Authentic Christian missionary work
ceased but not forever.

12 Toward the close of the 19th century,
Charles T. Russell, the first president of the
Watch Tower Society, saw the need for
missionary activity. He thus organized an
extensive witnessing campaign, and he
11. What indicates that Paul and his compan-
ions were effective missionaries, and how wide-
spread was the Christian ministry? .
12. What caused the authentic Christian mis-
sionary work to cease for a time?

13. How did a missionary campaign get started
in modern times, and what was accomplished by
the end of 19167
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tion of what Christ’s Millennium holds in
store,

Coinciding With Third Millennium?

World events since 1914 show that we
are living in “the conclusion of the system
of things.” Jesus further said that the
generation that was associated with these
foretold events would “by no means pass
away until all these things occur.” Does
this mean, then, that Christ’s Millennial
Rule will coincide with the third millen-
nium?~-Matthew 24:3-21, 34.

Jesus warned his disciples not to specu-

day prophets and movements that point to

the stroke of midnight on New Year's Eve,

1999, as the end of the world.

late. He said: “It does not belong to you to
get knowledge of the times or seasons

which the Father has placed in his own

urisdiction.” (Acts 1:7) And regarding
the exact “day and hour” when these

events would occur, Jesus said that omly
hig Fether, Jehovah God, knew. (Matthew

However, present world events clearly
show that the time of the end of this dark,
wicked system of things is “well along”
and that Christ’s Millennium has “drawn
near.” (Romans 13:12) Instead of specu-
lating on the exact day and hour for this
to come, it is now high time to take in
knowledge of God’s requirements for sur-
vival. (John 17:3) In this way you can
learn how to be among those to whom
Jesus will say: “Come, you who have been
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the founding of the
world.” (Matthew 25:34) Jehovah's Wit-
nesses are willing and able to help you be
among those who will enjoy the blessings
of the coming grand Millennium.*

24:36) Thus, the Bible is no supporter of

any of the now growing number of deoms-

* A free home Bible study can be arranged by
writing the publishers of this magazine.
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name; and therefore their speech shows them to he
false prophets. While they elaim to speak in the name

¢f the Lord, their predietions neither come true nor
tend to magnify Jehovah's name, According to the
divine rule they prove to be false, and the Liord prom-
1ses that in due time he will deal with them as he
does with all hypoerites—Matt, 24; 51,

From the rules by which the prophets would be tested
or judged it is evident that some things which werc spo-
ken in the name of Jehoval by the prophets were to have
fulfilment soon after the time spoken. But the coming to
pass of some of these events was not alone suffieient to
prove one & prophet. Complete fulfilment must take
place in due time. When Jehovah had a message for the
future time it was indicated by words of the prophet
such as Jeremiah used, to wit, *‘ Behold, the days come,
gaith the Lord,” or as Isaiah said, ‘‘It shall come to
pass in that day.”’ This is an important point in study-
ing prophecy, and the student must keep it in mind.
The test was provided by Jehovah, and to such test all
the prophecies must he subjeeted. Many things spoken
by the prophets of God havenet yet had fulfitment. For
instance, Isaiah prophesied that God would establish
on carth a righteous governiment which shall rest upon
the shoulder of the Messiah, {Isa, 9:6,7) Also that
all the nations would go up to Jerusalem and learn
of Jehovah, follow his teachings through his govern-
ment, and learn war no more, (Isa, 2:2-4) Jeremiak
prophesied that God would make and inaugurate a
new covenant with Israel and that by the terms of
that ecovenant both those dead and those living should
have an opportunity for a blessing. If these prophe-
ciey have not heen fulfilled, and if all possibility of ful-
filment is past, then these prephets are proven false.

Prophesy, 1929 edition
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which the Lord hath not spoken? When s propher
speuketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing fotlow
but, Dor come Lo pass, Lhat is the thing which the
Lord hath not spuken, but the prophet hath spoken
it preswipluously. *—Deut, 18: 21, 22,

{2) Any pruphet whose message tends to turn
people against God and his Word or to plant doubta
in their hearts, or who denics or contradicts the Word
of God, is a false prophet. In Deuteronomy 13:5 are
theso words: **That prophet ... shall be put 1o
death; because he hath spoken to tura you away from
the Loro your God.*™

(3) Al God's buly prophets have been, and still
are, perwccuted for their faithfulness in tslling the
message God has given them o tell, while the false
prophets have never yet bevn persccuted. The reuson
for this iz obvivus. God's holy prophets foretehi the
destruction of all fulse prophets, the destruction of
all wickedness and of all wicked people. Of ecourse,
this arouscs the anger of the falss prophets’ father,
the Devil; and be instigates all manner of persecu.
tion sgainst God's prophets, and uses his dupes to do
the perseculing, God's prophets never persecute any-
body, not even thuir enemies. All persecution iy of
Satan,

Judged by these three tests, Mosvs, Sumuel, Job,
Isaiah, Jeremial, Ezekicl, and sl! the miaer praphety
of the Gid Testament, as well as Jesus and the apus-
lies, Were Lrue prophets. Every one of these ultered
propliceis whieh have slready eome true, and others
whieh ure 10 be fulfilled in the near future. Every
one of them magnified the name of Juhovah Ged:
every onie of them helieved in the Bible as the Word
of God snd honored and reverenced the same, and
taught othiers to do likewise, They stood hike sdamant
aguinst the heatlien gods and the doetrines and theo-
riey of micti; and withuul exeeplion they wyre perve:
cuted for giving wut their message.

The eunclusion, thercfore, is irrusistibic that they
were God's holy prophets. The differcnce belween a
true and 4 Talse prophet i3 that the one i3 speaking
the werd ¢f the Lord and the ollier is speaking Jus
own dreamy and guesses. This is most emphatically
stated in Jeremiah 23:25.32, which reads. “I have
heard what the prophets said, that prophesy liey in
my name, saying, 1 have dreamed, ! have dreamed.
.« « yea, they are prophets of the dectit of their own
hieart; which think to causs my people to forget my
name by their drearms , . ., The prophet that hath
« dream, let kim tell & dream; and he that hath my
word, let him speak my word faithfully. . .. Be
told, T ain against them that prophesy fulse dreams,
saith the Lord, . . . and cause my peuple 1o err by
thelr lies, and by their lightness; yot I sent them npt,
our commanded them.”’

The true prophse af God teduy will be telling forth
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ble teils ys sre soon to come to Sess. He will nol be
sounding forth man-mede theories or guesses either
kis_own or those of othery Fs will be telling forib
the good news of the coming kingdom of Christ, which
will bless all the families of Lha earth. Why will e
be telling of this kingdom? The answer is. Becuuse
ell God's holy prophets spoke of it, ineluding Jesus
and his apostles.

In the New Testament, and im our day, the word

_‘'praphet’’ has a thought similar to that of our word

"“teaciier", in the sense of & public expounder, Bence
when tho term *'faise prophet”” is used, we shall get
the cerrect thought if we think of a false teacher
The fulse prophets or teachers of our day sre referred
to in the New Tesuament as ‘‘antichrists’’, for he
reason that the word “'antichrist’’ means *'against
Christ"”. Every person who denies the statements of
Jesus or of the holy prophew is against Christ, be
eause he is teaching that which is against the trytk,
against Christ and against Jehovah God.

The false prophets of our day are the financial,
political and eierical prognosticators. They assume w0
foretell future events; but their dreams or guesses
never come Lrue, and ore always conirary to the teach.
ings of God's holy prophets. Let us pote sume ex-
amples of fulte teachings which are contrury 1o
teuchings of Jesus and his apostles and whick are
put forth by the three clusses just meutivued | pamely,
politivians, clericy and financiers,

With united voiee they declars thut the world s
getling better and will continue to get better uniil
Christ conies. Now note what God's holy teachers er
prophets say on this subject. These declare that the
world will get worse and worse, and that Christ will
come for the purpese of converling the world. lu
1 Juhn 2: 18 we read; “ Little childeen, it iy the last
ume; and as ye have heard that antiehrist shall come,
even now sy there many anuchrists, waereby we
know that it js the last time." This text tells us that
in **Lhe last time'’ the world will be filled with ant-
christs. This being true, of course it will not be con-
verted, as the false teachers eluim.

Again, in 1 Timathy 4:1,2 we read: **Now the
gpirit speaketh cxpressly, that i the latier times some
shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seduaing
spirits, and doctrines of devils; speaking lies in
hypocrisy ; having their conscience seared [as] with
a kot iron."" Again, in 2 Timothy 3:1.5 is the fol-
lowing statement: **This know alsa, that in the last
duys perilous times shall come. For men shall be
lovers of their own slves, covetous, bousters, proud,
blasphemers'”; and then follows & long list of other
sy which will prevail in the last days. Thig fext
proves ogain that those men who forelell thisys out
of harmony with the Bible statemcats are faise
prophats,

what_the Bible teselies, aud tiose things that the Bi.

In 1914.1818 these same three classes told the whale
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world that the preat World War wouid gad ail wam

and make the world safe for democraey ;. abd Lhad
the \'ounF men who died on the field of battle wonld
die sagrificial dexths as did Jesus and wou to
heaven, Their prophecics did not come true. There.
Tore they are false prophels; and the pecple should
no Tonger trust them as sale guides, but should Jook
1o the Lord through his revealed Word for their in-
stroclions a$ 10 what is to occur on the earth in the
future,

The Apestle Peter warns us of these false prophets
in the last days, saying: '‘But there were false prophe
cts also among the people, even as there shall be false
teackers among you, who privily shall bring in dam-
nable heresics, even denying the Lord that bought
them.'* (2 Pet. 2:1) There are many thousands of
prominent religious leaders ik our day who deny that
the blood of Jesus bought the raee; they claim that it
was not necessary for Jesus to die; they go even
{uriher and claim that he did not die, bat was reaily
more alive thap ever, when ho was buried in Joseph's
tomb. These are false prophets, beeauss they eonira-
chet the Bible and the words of the holy prophets,
and thus cast reproach on the Bible and Jead people
1o doubt ils truthfulness, and thus turg people away
Irom Liod,

The words of Ged's true prophets on this subjest
arv as follows: *'Without shedding of bloed is no re-
mssion ' (Heb, 9:22) *'Christ died for our sins
zeestiing 1o the seripiures.’’ {1 Cor. 15-3) *‘Ye are
waght with a price.’”” (1 Cor. 6:20) "' Ye were not
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gald,
... but with the precious blood of Christ, as of &
lamb without biemish and without spot.''—1 Pet
118,19

Several texts tell us that Jesus was dead, and was
rased on the thied day. (1 Cor. 15.4) The false
teachess elaim that Jesus was not dead, and bence did
not need & resurrection. These false prophets claim
that it is the body that will be resurrested. But Paul,
one of God's holy prophets, speaking of the resur-
rection of the dead, says: *'Dut some man will say,
How are the dead raised up? and with what body
do they come ¥ Thou foel! . . . that which Lhou sowest,
thou sowest not that Lody that shall be . ., ; but
God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him.''—1
Cor. 15:335-35,

The false prophets claim that the earth is to be
burmed up at seme future time; but God 's holy proph-
ets emphatically state to the contrary. In Ecclesiastes
1:4 we read: ""The earth abideth for ever' Agzin,
ip Isaiah 45:18 we read: "God himself . . . formed
the earth and made it; he hath established it, he
ereated 1L rot in wvain, he formed it to be inhabited.”

These false prophets tell the peopls that God has
provided a lake of fire and brimstone io which to
terture for ever Lhose who do not secept their teach-
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ings; others tell the people that many are in purgs-
tory, and that it is possible w pray them out. They
teazh the people the doctrine of the trinity; pamely,
that ‘God the Father, God the Son, and God the holy
ghost are three persons in one, and all three equal in
substance, in power and in eterity’, They tell the
people that they need aot study the Bible, *becauss
they cannot understand il'; and that if the people
will follow the instructions of these faise prophew
they will not need to study tire Bible. Withour ex.
eeplion, these things are unseriptural snd untrus,
and tend 10 turn the people away from God and from
Bible study,

These false propbets claim that the governments
of carth, even though very wicked and corrupt, con-
stitute God"s kingdom on carth, They claim that &
the saved will be in heaven, in face of hundreds of
texts which say that the righteous shall inherit the
land and dwell therein for cver. {Isa, 60:21) They
discourage Bible study by telling the people that the
**Biblo is an old fiddle on whick une can play any
tune®', that it is a book of mystery, and that God
did not inend it to be undersiood, Such remaris
turn people away from God and from the Bible, and
brand the authors of such statcmesnis as being falss
prophets.

Why is it that the words of God's holy prophets are
diseredited, denied and sneered at, whilc the worda
of these false prophets are given the widest possi.
ble publicity, and approved by al] great men of earth?
The records of Gad's holy prophets, found in ths
Bilble, shaw that Adam was the first man, and that he
lived about 6,036 ycars age. Quite recently a man
found some bones in Nebraska, and broadcast to he
world thal they were the bones of a man who had
lived in Nebraska over 5,000,000 years ago. His stats
ment was wild, unreasonable and foalish ; yet it could
be publisbed in the best magazines and newspapers,
and retailed from the best pulpits and platforms in
the warld.

On the contrary, if any one ghould try to defend
the accuracy of the Bible and prove that its aythors
were holy men sent of God, his copy would be e
fused by the best newspapers and magatines, and
he would be denied the use of balls or pulpita to
put forth his message. Should some paper be liberal
enough to publish hiz defense, it would be so garbled
83 to diseredit the author and hold him up to ridicuda
Why is this truc? The angwer is that the false propb-
cta, financial, political and religious, eontrol the pulpit
and the press; sad that they desire to bold oo to
their positions of trust, influence and power. They
de not want the truth, namely, that they are folsm
prophets, 10 get out 1o the psople; and so they use
their pawer over the pulpit and press o keep the
measage from the people.

Anyone who will qlacd up to defend Jehovak God



Journalists and scientists, clergymen and politicians alike ex-
press fear of a “nuclear Armageddon.” What does the Bible

have to say about Armageddon, and whal can you do about it ?

E'Js'DMETIME between April 15 and

23, 1837, Armageddon will sweep the
., world! Millions of persons will perish in its

flames and the land will be scarched.” So

prophesied a certain California pastor,
Mihran Ask, in January, 1957.'

Such false prophets tend to put the sub-
ject of Armageddon in disrepute, It would
be a serious mistake, however, to dismiss
Armageddon lightly on their account. Did
not the religious leaders of Jesus' day mis-
undersiand and misapply God's Word? But
that did not justify anyone’s despising Je-
sus’ preaching of that Word, did it? So
let none despise the subject of Armaged-
don merely because some misapply its
prophecies. It is of the deepest concern to
every living person, being one of the most
important and timely teachings of the
Seriptures. What it will mean lor you will
depend upon the course you take between
now and Armageddon.

The term Armageddon is found but once
in the Scriptures. “I saw three unclean . ..
expressions inspired by demons . . ., and
they go forth to the kings of the entire
ihabited earth, to gather them together
W the war of the great day of God the
Almighty. And they gathered them togeth-
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er to the place that is called in Hebrew
Armageddon.”—Rev. 16:13, 14, 16, margin.

Armageddon literally means “Mountain
of Megiddo,” or “mountain of the assembly
of troops.” Situated some sixty miles
northwest of Jerusalem, Megiddo has also
come to be the name of an entire region,
its plain, valley and city. Repeatedly, cru-
cial battles were fought in this region, not
only in Bible times but also since. There
Judges Joshua, Barak and Gideon gained
notable victories over the enemies of the
Israelites. There also Kings Saul, Ahaziah
and Josiah died in battle. Coming to mod-

" ern times, there Napoleon, in 1799, handed

the Turks a stinging defeat, even as did
Lord Allenby in 1918.2

MISCONCEPTIONS
The subject of Armageddon is much mis-
understood and that not only by extrem-
ists. Its importance is so little appreciated
that a modern bock on theology more like-
ly than not wiil fail to make any reference
to it. Even in certain voluminous Bible
dictionaries and encyclopedias one looks in
vain for any listing of it.
Then there are some, such as Allen P.
Wikgren, chairman of the New Testament
department of the University of Chicago,

The Watchtower, October 15, 1958



ATIMETO

HE evidence that we are far along in

the "last days” can be either good
news or bad news to you, depending on
the position you take. If you long to be
free from a rule that has proved both
unsatisfactory and unrighteous and that
is torn more and moere by discord and
confusion; if you really love what is right
and have a sincere desire to do the will
of your Creator, then this evidence should
make you rejoice. Why? Because, as Jesus
Christ said: *“As these things start to oc-
cur, raise yourselves erect and lift your
heads up, because your deliverance is
getting near.”—Luke 21:28.

A perfect government, heaven-based
and with heaven's blessing and heaven's
power backing it up, will soon take com-
plete control of this earth. In this way
God will answer the prayer: “Let your
kingdom come."” What better news could
there be?

Still some persons may say: “How can
you be sure? Maybe it is later than many
peopie think. But maybe It is not as late
as some persons clalm. People have been
mistaken about these prophecies before."”

The Difference
True, there have been those in times

past who predicted an “end to the world,”
OCTOBER 8, 1968

even announcing a specific date. Some
have gathered groups of people with them
and fled to the hills or withdrawn into
their houses waiting for the end. Yet,
nothing happened. The “end” did not come,
They were guilty of false prophesying.
Why? What was missing?

Missing was the full measure of evi-
dence required in fulfilment of Bible
prophecy. Missing from such people were
God's truths ang the evidence that he was
guiding and using them.

But what about today? Today we have
the evidence required, all of . And it is
overwhelming! All the many, many parts
of the great sign of the “last days” are
here, together with verifying Bible chro-
nology.

Take a simple illustration: Suppose on
a8 hot day at the beginning of summer,
someone told you that winter was coming
within a week because he had seen some
trees without leaves. But those trees could
have died from disease or age. So, by itself
that would not be enough evidence that
winter was approaching. Especielly so
when none of the other trees had shed
their leaves, when the heat continued day
after day, and when the calendar told you
it was just the beginning of summer. You

23

Awake!, October 8, 1968
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come because of any craving of his soul
to the place that Jehovah will choose,
7 he must also minister in the name of
Jehovah his God the same as all his broth-
ers, the Levites, who are standing there
before Jehovah. 8 An equal share he
should eat, besides what he gets from
things he sells of his ancestral goads.

9 “When you are entered into the land
that Jehovah your God is giving you, you
must not learn to do according to the de-
testable things of those nations. 10 There
should not be found in you anyone who
makes his son or his daughter pass
through the fire, anyone who employs
divination, a practicer of magic or anyone
who locks for omens or a sorcerer, 11 or
one who binds others with a spell or any-
one who consults a spirit medium® or a
professional foreteller of events or anv-
one who inquires of the dead. 12 For
everybody doing these things is some-
thing detestable to Jehovah, and on ac-
count of these detestable things Jehovah
your God is driving them away from be-
fore you. 13 You should prove yourself
faultless with Jehovah your God.

14 “For these nations whom you are
dispossessing used to listen to those prac-
ticing magic and to those who divine;
but as for you, Jehovah your God has not
given you anything like this. 15 A
prophet from your own midst, from your
brothers, like me, is what Jehovalh your
God will raise up for you—to him you
people should listen— 16 in response to
all that you asked of Jehovaly? your God
in Ho’reb on the day of the congregation,
siying, ‘Do not let me hear again the
voice of Jehovah my God, and this great
fire do not let me see anymore, that I
may not die.” 17 At that Jehovah said
to me, ‘They have done well in speaking
what they did. 18 A prophet I shall raise
up for them from the midst of their
brothers, like you; and I shall indeed put
my words in his mouth, and he will cer-
tainly speak to them all that I shall com-
mand him. 19 And it must oceur that

the man who will not listen to my words

- 3ee Deuteronomy 16:5, footnoted,

Spiritism. Great prophet. Refuge cities

DEUTERONOMY 18:7—19:7

that he will speak in my name, I shall
myself require an account from him,
20 " ‘However, the prophet who pre-
sumes to speak in my name a word that
ave not commanded him 10 Speak or

2 See Leviticus 19:31, footnote®,

who speaks In the name of other gods,
thaf prophef must die. 21 And in case
yon should say in your heart: "How shall
Wwe Know Ihe wor at Jehova 45 _no

s OE(‘.T’I .: !§ W“Gl’l H](’ 0 “eE S BaES
i Tthe name ol Jehovan ang the word does
TGt _OCCcur_or _come frue, that 1S the worg

fhat Jehovah did nol speak. WILL pre-
sumptuousness the prophet spoke it. You
rnus% Not get Imgﬁfene'x; At him.
19 “When Jehovah your God cuts off
the nations whose land Jehovah
your God is giving you, and you have
dispossessed them and have dwelt in their
citics and their houses, 2 you will set
apart three cities for yourself in the midst
of your land that Jehovah your Geod is
giving you to take possession of it. 3 You
will prepare for yourself the way, and
you must divide up the territory of your
land that Jehovah your God proceeded
to give you as a posscssion into three
parts, and it must be for any manslayer
to flee there.

4 “Now this is the case of the man-
slayer who may flee there and has to live:
When he strikes his fellowman without
knowing it and he was no hater of him
formerly; 5 or when he goes with his
fellowman into the woods to gather wood,
and his hand has been raised to strike
with the ax to cut the tree, and the iron
has slipped off from the wooden handle,
and it has hit his fellowman and he has
died, he himself should flee to one of
these cities and must live. 6 Otherwise,
the avenger of bloed® may, because his
heart is hot, chase after the manslayer
and actually overtake him, since the way
is great; and he may indeed strike his
soul fatally, whereas there is no sentence
of death for him, because he was no hater
of him formerly. 7 That is why I am
commanding you, saying, ‘Three cities you
will set apart for yourself.

¢ “Jehovah." Instead of

wse Greek word Ky'ri-os the papyrus fragment of the 2d century B.C.E. known as P. Fouad Inven-
wry No. 266, of the Greek Sep'(wa-gint Version, has the four-letter Hebrew word (mn, YHWH)

tur God’s name here. See verse 5, footnote®.

©0r, “the go'el of bleod,” M; “the avenger of the

wood,” LXX; “the neighbor of him whose blood was shed,” Vg.

New World Translation, 1971 edition



PROPHET
Exck, 1:1-3; mvumb{. means _they
mmmnoprou: (acts 28:35; z?&tgnl)

Bome showed Fﬂ ctance ini
10-11' Jotr 4-10) Elisha's cass, his

ap tmen his ,E]ljlh,
wulsmhousedby ah's his ma
or officia]l garment over —1 Ei 919-21.
Dllls,pasasis'lm
'I'houglélmatppg:tad Jehovah's lplrlt, it du?md not
inspiration. an.t.mr;:maod‘l spiric onma I:?om them"
ab the messages be an-
nounced, (Ezek. 11:4, §; Mic. 3:8) This had a stirring
effect them, im] themtoupnk.(lsl.m.

ot only did

expression and manner doubtleas reflected the in-
tenaity of thelr feell:iﬁ. ma lain in part
what 1s meant by individuals’ "' hets.”
(1 Bam. 10:6-11: 19:320-24; Jer. 20:34-32; compare
Aota 3:4, 12-17; €:1B; T:56. to tration
and % o in i migsicn might u:?nﬂ;
their beha appear ange, even 0!

to ust na B prophet so & tary
m Jehn was anointed. Yet, on realizing
that the man was & his

Acts 26:24, 28.) When Saul, of Da was
caused to ‘behave lke 8 * he stripped off his
garments and Iny that and all that
night,” during which time David ently esca)

siege of Je*:;unlem o a hgck.
%2, 8; compare 1 Kings 11: 30-36; 13 i4-19
aremhh 19:1, 10, 11; pee DrEam tll‘lrm'r?or. Viswon.
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matﬂﬂ. (Isa, f"1‘:'J,C|-'.n.'lg mg: 6: } 12) Hence, 1t was

nmury wa peta.pa OF Years Or gemners-
tlons determine whether the prophet wws true
wm:ehyrul:nl]mentotapredicﬂon If his message
contradicted God’s revealed will and standards he
was false. Thus, a prophet who forelold pesce for
Im'uluréudn.hataumewhantha le were

bedlence to God” and
of necemlty was false~—Jer. 6:18, 14; 14:11-18.
Jesus' later Talse prophets
pnralleledthatomeea.ThoughuAfnghnnme lnd
aisns and wonders {o lead astray,” thelr frul
them “workers of lawlessness. "—-Ha.tt
7:16-28; Mark 13:21-23; compare 2 Peter 2:1-3;
1 John 4:1-8. -

The true prophet never foretold sim to satisfy
human curjosity. Every prediction ml!?tgd God's
gln-pooe standards or judgment. (1 EKi. 11 29-39'

:3-9) Often the future events foretold

of existing conditions; as the pmd
sowed, so they would reap. The false prophets I
lendera with soothin

Law,

to tect ceper the! (‘.::I'hdas :18-20;
0! . er =
Euk.p 13:1-18; I;It.mipnre Luke #:26.) Thay
imitated the frue propbets, em g bolle lan-
guage and actions, (1 Ki 22:11 Jer. 8:10-14) While
trigh ds, evidently

ent or te. (Com=

E.re 1u 18; 22:8-7; Ibahh 8:7; Junmi
1-18.) Were Women, Errup

(Enek. 18 17-23; eompm Rew.'laﬂon 2:2 A L

of uncleannem" replaced God's spirit, ales

grog ts were to be put to death ——Zech. 13: 3. 8 Deut.

g up to the divine standards,

m mmllmeut cert.aln “ghort-range” pmphecies,
lished in just & day or B year,
gnve bmin !cr oonjdenna thnt their pruphaclu relat-

ent.
2, 16-20.

mq to a more fulfillm

istant future would also see
K.llSIE 14:12, 17; 2 KL 4:16, 1T; 11

“SONS OF THE PROPHETS"

A5 Gereniuy’ Hebrew Grammw explaing (ueund
edition, 1852 pﬂnﬂng. D. tha Hebrew
(son of) or beneh’ (sona of) may dencte "membulh.ip
of a orloclety(arofnhibe.ormdeﬂ:ﬂte
class),” (Compare Nehemiah 3:8 where s member of
the ointment mixers” mu “g son of the cint-
ment mixers.,”) The “sona of the groph iy lhus
describe a school of instruction uﬂ
this voclt.lon or simply a cogperative amsoctation of

mheta Buch prophetic groups are mentioned B

g at Bethel, Jericho and Gilgal (3 El , B}

4:38; compare 1 Samuel 105 10) Samuel pied

over & st Ramah (1 Sam, 18:19, 20), Elizha

have held a stmilar position in day.

(2 Ei. 4:38; 6:1-3; compare Kings 18:13.) The
mentions thetr bullding thelr own d

guarters and food
individual amisnmm gu out on

—1 Ki, 20:35-42; 1 Kl 411, 2, 38; l:"13?1'1': 9:1

Aid to Bible Understanding, 1971 edition
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rected, regardless of who had offered the interpretation.
Loyalty to God and to his inspired Word was the issue
here to be met. So, as an illustration of the loyalty
required, even if a fleshly son should offer a wrong
interpretation of divine prophecy and should persist
in it, like a false prophet, then his own fleshly parents
in their loyalty to God would have nothing further to do
with him on a religious basis. Christian parents could
not do as under the Mosaic Law covenant, namely,
have him put to death; but they could pronounce him
spiritually dead to themselves in spite of their parent-
hood of him physically. In this way, figuratively speak-
ing, they “must pierce him through because of his
prophesying.” (Zechariah 13:3; compare Deuteronomy
13:1-5.) With their full consent, such a false prophel
would be expelled, disfellowshiped, from the Christian
congregation. By such loyaity on the part of all mem-
bers of the restored remnant, the “prophet” of false-
hood would be made to pass out of their “land.”

#1 Yes, too, the “spirit of uncleanness” would thus be
made to pass out of their spiritual *land.” If that spirit
were an inspired expression of uncleanness by a would-
be prophet or was any tendency, trend, or inclination
to uncleanness, it would be disapproved and resisted
by the loyal ones. As a consequence any uncleanness
as to religious teaching or as to moral behavior would
be forced to pass out, under the driving force of God's
holy spirit. The God-given spiritual estate must be
maintained as a ‘land” where clean, Scriptural living
is carried on. Persons spiritually and morally unclean
must be disfellowshiped therefrom.—2 Corinthians 6:14
to 7:1; compare Deuteronomy 13:6-18.

RELIGIOUS HYPOCRISY EXPOSED

“;._S@i;%u?gmhehnvah the I %s._wm_mm.a.].l
false prophets to shame either by not fulfilling the false
ts or Ey having

prediction of such self-assuming prophe

How, too, was the "spirit of uncleanness’’ made to pass out of thelr

21 3
spiritual “lang™

5 (a) How does Jehovah i:vut the false prophets to shame? (b) How
does Jehovah describe the false prophets trying 1o hide thelr reuson

for feeling shame?

Paradise Restored to Mankind - By Theocracy, 1972 edition



354  PARADISE RESTORED TO MANKIND~—BY THEQCRACY!  Zech. 13:4-6

His own prophecies fulfilled in 2 way opposite to that
predicte the false prophets. False prophets r
1o hide their reason for feeiin

they_reallv are. They will try to avoid being killed

or being pronounced spiritually dead by Jehovah's loyal
worshipers. He foretold this by having his true prophet
Zechariah continue on to say:

=2 “And it must oceur in that day that the prophets
will become ashamed, each one of his vision when he
prophesies; and they will not wear an official garment
of hair for the purpose of deceiving. And he will cer-
tainly say, 'I am no prophet. I am a man cultivating
the soil, because an earthling man himself acquired me
from my youth on.’ And one must say to him, ‘What are
these wounds on your person between your hands?’
And he will have to say, ‘Those with which I was struck
in the housc of my intense lovers.’ "'—Zechariah 13:4-6,
NW; JB; NE; NAB; contrast Amos 7:14-17.

2 Thus Jehovah foretold that his people, in their
“land” of restoration, would be so well instructed with
his Word and would be so loyal to Him and His true
prophecies that they would refuse to be friends and
intense lovers of any false prophet. If they did not kill
him, then they would discipline him and strike him
so hard in their indignation that visible wounds and
scars would result. Such marks on his person, yes, on
his breast which weould be partly exposed, would betray
his identity in spite of the fact that he had discarded
official garments that he had assumed to wear as a
bona fide prophet of Jehovah God. From whom had he
got such scar-producing wounds? From his intense
lovers, whether these were his own fleshly parents
or his intimate associates. However, their intense loyal-
ty to Jehovah as the God of true prophecy would be
stronger than their till-then intense love for a deceptive
prophet. They would place love of God and his inspired
Word abave personal friendships with fleshly relatives
or associates. Such a course would cause “the prophets

24, The scar-producing wounds on the deceptive prophet were admitted
by him (o be Inflicted by whom. and what would this indicate as to
loyalty to God In comparlsen with atiachment fo feshly loved ones?

Paradise Restored to Mankind - By Theocracy, 1972 edition
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it is the conclusion, therefore, of the Iditorial Com-
mittec—and in this the officers of the Sogicty concur-—
that the Society is the chaunel the Lord is using to carry
on his work ; that it has a divine commission, a work to
perform, and whiclh it ix endeavoring, by the lord's
grace, to perform, If others have a different view, let
them enjoy that view, hut let us dwell together in peace.
There i3 no occasion for controversy, We have no quar-
rel with any one who holds a different view.

While we may admit that there are many others who
have truth and transmit it and who are not working in
harmany with the Soeiety, yet with frankness, but with
all reverence and love, we niust say that we believe the
Society is the Lord’s channel through which he is carry-
ing on his specific work and that there is no other chan-
nel for the Lord's specific work. 'herefore the Socicty
does not recognize competition and hus uo controversy
with any one who takes a position different from this
stated. It merely states its position and grants the
privilege to each and every one to take his own course.
It any other body of Christians fecl that they have a
commission from the Lord to do a certain work, then
with zeal they shonld press forward in that work. We
are not, therefore, chargeable with the original thought
that the Society is the channel, because, as shown by
the above quetations from Drother Russell’s pen, that
was his thought long years ago; that he organized the
Society with that thought in mind, and we are con-
eurring in his conclusion.

THE FINISHED MYSTERY

It was the thought of Brother Russell to have the
Srtupies 1IN THE ScRIPLURES issued in seven volumes
and in 1886 he announced thiz fact. TFollowing his
desth the Socicty caused to be prepared and published
Volume V1I, “I'he Finished Mystery,” as one of the
series of seven previously announced by Brother Russell.
The doctrines therein set forth are in exact harmony
with those announced in the other six. I it_cou.
tains some mistakes is freelv admitted, Jiven the Dible
_coutaing some, By mistake we mean a misunderstand-
ing or misapplication. Tt does not contain any errone-
ous doetrines. It does attempt to carry—and. we
will he pardoncd for saying, succceds in & neasure ad
least—-the meseage which sooms to be contemiplated by
the commission given to the six described in Xaekiel 9,
The Society in its annual official meeting adopted it as
Volume VI of the series of STuDIES 1% THE SCRIPTURES
when, by an overwhelming majority, it required each
officer to he elected to state that he accepted it as Vol-
ume VII: It was therefore in exact harmony with this
that any ecelosia auhsequently would ask its prospective
elders and ofticers: “Do yon aceept the Seventh Volume
and are you willing to teach it®" Tf he said. No. he
was not disfellowshipped ; no hurden was put upon him.
But L was told in kindncex, We prefer to have some one
to teach wa who is in harmopy with the Society amd
its work. 'This was no excuse or justification for any
hrother, elder or servant, to take offense and withdraw
from the class. The proper course would have hcer
and is to remain and sirive to dwell together in peace
in the study of God’s Word.

ArniL |, 1020
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By way of illustration, there are yet a number in the
classes in varioua placea who do not understand the vital
doctrine of justification and conseeration and who can-
not properly apply the doctrine. There are many who
are unable to give the clear distinction between the
ransom and the sin-oflering ; and yet no ane would think
of disfellowshipping them because they are unable to
ido these things. On the same line of reasoning, it would
he wholly improper to disfellowship one because he could
not nccept everything stated in the Seventh Volume. Let
love be the controlling foree, directing the actions ol
cach one. It is readily to be scen that should a clase
cleet one ox elder who iz out of harmony with the Society
and opposed to the Seventh Volume soch would at once
ereate disorder instead of establishing order, unity and
peace; and this of itself is conclusive proof that such
a course woudd -nat be pleasing to the Lord. Our get-
ting into the kingdom does not depend upen a clear
vigion of all the teachings of the divine plan ; but it man-
ifestly does depend upon the pure condition of heart of
cach one. Guod has promised to exercise his power in
belalf of none other except the pure in heart. (2 Chron-
icles 16:9)  Our conclugion is, therefere, thot where
the majority of the class accepts “The Finished Mystery™
as the Seventh Volume it should be entitled to eleot its
clders in harmony with it; and that iz a question for
the ecclesia alone to determine and not for the Society,
nor the minority.

THE V. D. M. QUESTIONS

Some have taken offense because those who stood for
oftice have been asked the question: “Have yeu anewéred
the V. 1. M. questions and have you passed that exam-
ination ?” No one in present truth has occasion to take
offense at any other person for the ssking of these ques-
tions, Brother Russell established the V. D. M. ques-
tions and expressly stated that he did so in order to
ascertain whe had the gualifications to teach; that ha
rxpected a time to come when there would be g great
demand for teachers of the divine plan and then “we
will want to knew where we can lay our hands on
them'-—was his language,

The Seriptural quatifications set forth for elders (1
Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:6-9) among other things
provide that an elder must be “apl to teach”. How
could an ccelesia hetter determine the qualification of a
teacher than to suhmit to him questions such as the
V. D, AL? Since the ecclesia is the exclusive body to
determine who shall be its elders, it is entirely. proper
that this questian he propounded to aid the members of
the eeclesia to determine whether or not its elders are
qualificd to teach. Any one standing for office who
woilld refuse to answer the question weould show, it
soems to ng, an improper disposition and an unwilling-
nese to ald the clasa.

Tt haa heen charged hy those who oppose that the
Soeicty has made these questions tests of fellowship.
This charge is wholly without foundation. We quote
from THE Watcx Tower of 1918, page 70, relating tc
this subjeet: “This does not mean that such persons who
would not answer the foregoing questions in the affirma-
tive should be disfellowshipped. On the contrary, they

The Watchtower, April 1, 1920
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covering of man’s sin which excuses a sinner, as some
have wickedly saia. :
The broad facts of history show that the world of
men have not had an opportunity of knowing good.
Darkness fell on the race; and durlng the passing of
the centuries it has grown more intense, helped greatly
thereto by the false and foolish teaching of the clergy.
The time of trouble now come on the world brings
God’s judgments on the nations for their neglect of God.
Especially is this the case with those nations which
have professed to be Christ’s. The day of judzment un-
der the reign of Christ will prove every man. Also

= ™ WATCH TOWER
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he who, against knowledge, has allowed himself to do
evil, will find then that he has g harder task set him to
work up the way of life than he who has kept himself
under some restraint. )

Thus both nations and individuals have responsibil-
ity ; but by the ransom sacrifice of Christ God has first
of all made provision for all men to be delivered from
the bondage of the law of sin and death, go that in that
day of judgment no man will find himself hindered or
hurt by reason of the original weakness born in him
through the fall of the firat Adam,

.

AN INTERESTING QUESTION

TUESTION: Is it proper for those who have been |

in the truth only a short while to go out and sell

the Society’s books? Some insist that only those
who have been a long time in the truth and are thorough-
ly posted on the Scriptures should engage in the service
work. What is the proper course?

Axswer: Satan adopts many subtle methods to de-
ceive. It seems strange that any one who is consecrated
to the Lord should even think that a brother must be
thoroughly posted on the Scriptures before he could en-
gage in the service work, Every one who loves the Lord
should delight in proclaiming the Lord’s good name, and
whether he has been in the truth ome year or twenty
years would make no difference. If he loves the lord
he will be anxious to do something and should be given
the opportunity.

Knowledge will not gain the approval of the Lord,
but faithful devetipn to the Lord will gain his approval.
“Knowledge puffeth up, love buildeth up.” Love means
an unselfish devotion to the Lord. One who stays at
home or attends class and digs deeply into the Bible
with the tbought of expressing his wisdom, is not one
that has real love for the Lord’s cause, but one who is
anxious to shine. Let all the brethren wlo are conse-
crated to the Lord and who love him, actively engage in
the service work.

Sometimes a member of a class will refuse to engage
in the canvassing for the books because therc arc some
‘mistakes in the books, and savs his conseience will not

permit him to puz books in which there are mistakes
into the hands of the people. Of course this js another
method that the enemy adopts to confuse the minds and
furnish_an excuse for not being faithful to the, Lord.
As every one knows, there are mistakes in the Bible
and there never has been & book written yet that is
perfect that has been written by any human hand. The
Lord will take care of our infirmities if we use our best
endeavors to serve him,

Those who engage in the service work are not sup-
posed to stand on the street and preach, nor to give &
technical explanation of the Scriptures. They are to
get the message into the hands of the people and let
them rend. Those in the class who do not wish to engage
actively in the service should not discourage those who
wish to engage in it, and those who really love the Lord
should not permit any one to discourage them but shounld
go on in the service putting the books into the handa of
the people and letting them read.

Some complain that there gre mistakes in the Sludies -
in the Scriptures and therefore they should not be put
out. This is wrong. The Studies in the Scripiures con-
tain a statement-of the divine plan, and those in
present truth who liave been in the truth for any length
of time got their knowledge from the Studies in the
Seriptures. Others will be eble to do the same thing.

Do not try to hide behind some excuse to hinder the
service. Do with your might what your hande find to do
and the Lord’s blessing will continue with you richly.

LETTERS FROM AFIELD

A SECOND SERVICE WEEK DESIRABLE

My pEAR BroTureR LUTHERVORD

Loving greetings!| After reading your new book, Creation,
and now the Year Book for 1428 containing the wonderful
report of the work for the past year, I feel that T must
write you ln order to let you know of my gratitude to our
heavenly Father for all these good things of his providing.

It §s very evident that Crcelion has come along at the
right time, when the clergy in thls couutry are more openly
denylng the Bible as Jehovah's revelatlon to man. 1 am
pure that this book will be well recelved by the common

people, ns I find the majority of these still belleve the Bible
to be God's Word and are getting disgusted with the clergy
in thelr attneks upon it.

The attractlve cover of Creation, and also the beautifnl
colored illustrations, will help copsiderably in getting It
into the hands of the people.

I would also like you to know what a blessing the Yeor
Book has been to me in consldering the dally texts and
comments up to date and also in reading of the progress of
the Lord's work throughout the earth. It s truly marvelous
to see how the Lord is blessing the remnant as they sing
forth the honor of his name.
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