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ear friends and family, Happy New Year!  
 A number of you have asked us where we are in the process of Mark leaving his career in the corporate 
world to being full-time Missionaries, and what we’re up to. We’re writing to answer those questions, and 
give praise for what God has been doing... 

 

 We have officially walked away from Fidelity Investments for 
good! (Mark’s last day was mid-December.) 

 Mark has already begun regularly sharing the gospel in Boston 
with Open Air Campaigners, reaching people from all over the 
world – many from countries that are hard to reach.  

 We are currently at 25% of our monthly support needs.  

 Our goal is to be fully funded by this June.  

 We are trusting that friends like you will help us reach the 
nations of the world in Boston.  

We can’t be on the mission field without you. Please consider joining with us in bringing the 
gospel to the world by giving a monthly donation. 

So what are we doing now that we’re not with Fidelity? We’d like to share that with the 
following stories. 

 
 

The subways of Boston are a  
great mission field. We literally reach  
people from all over the world, including many places where  
it is illegal to share Christ. Everyone from Bible-believing Christians, to 
Atheists, to Muslims, to Buddhists, and every other belief system can 
be found in abundance in the subways. 

In this photo I am addressing a group waiting for their train. We 
typically use an illusion (I’m performing a rope trick that shares the 
gospel) or use other object lessons to communicate in a respectful, 

friendly manner. Then we have opportunity to give out hundreds of gospel booklets and 
have fruitful one-on-one chats with people. It’s not uncommon for some to miss their train to keep talking with us. 

 

We give away hundreds of booklets entitled “Where Will You Spend 
Eternity?” and that leads to a unique encounter with a man named Richard. 

Richard took a booklet from my partner, Aaron Wentz, and turned around, came back to him, and said, 
and I quote, “Hi, I’m Jewish, and I’ve been thinking a lot about eternity lately. Can you tell me more?” 

Aaron has been doing this for 15 years, and he said he has NEVER encountered a Jewish person be so 
open and so eager to talk about Jesus. We both agreed it was God’s miracle that out of all the 15 years, 
me, a Jewish Christian, was there, and I had in my pocket my freshly-printed pamphlet called “A Jew and 
His God” that has my story of how I came to faith. I chatted with Richard and gave him my pamphlet, 
which he was eager to take. Please pray that Richard contacts me, but more importantly, pray that he 
comes to saving faith in the true Messiah, Jesus, so he can be a completed and forgiven Jew! (P.S. If 
anyone would like some copies of “A Jew and His God,” I’ll be glad to send some out. Just contact me.) 

“In-jeel” is a powerful word. It means “gospel” in Arabic. There  
are so many Muslim women in the subways (you can often tell  
by the head-scarf). We offer a “Gospel of Luke” in Arabic. Aaron, my  
partner, suggested I say “In-jeel,” and offer it. I’ll admit it, I was a bit skeptical.  
Why would a Muslim take something from a white guy just because I say “In-jeel?” 

So on my first day, after a train let out a ton of passengers, I noticed a Muslim woman. I fumbled 
for my Arabic “Gospel of Luke,” reached it out, and said “In-jeel?” Amazingly, she stopped, walked 
back to me, took it from my hand and nodded as if to say “thank you.” I praised God! Sadly, I didn’t 
get this woman’s name because of the language barrier, but she got God’s Word in her language!!! 
How cool is that? I can’t get over how good God is! 

 



 
OAC is certified with the 
Evangelical Counsel for 

Financial Accountability,  
so you can trust that your 

gifts are used properly. 

 

Open Air Campaigners has been “Presenting Christ by all means everywhere” since 1892! 

The Sohmer Family ~ Mark, Shelby, Vivienne, Juliana, Caleb, and Gabriella 
All donations are tax-deductable when made out to Open Air Campaigners and mailed to:  

OAC, c/o The Sohmer’s; P.O. Box D; Nazareth, PA 18064. Please indicate “Sohmer.” Or you can 
contribute online at: http://oacusa.org (please select “Sohmer, Mark and Shelby”) 

 

Of course we do everything we can to help those  
who God sends our way to grow in their faith. We 

partner with local churches and help people become  
connected. We also provide mail-in Biblie lessons. 

Not too long ago, a woman heard OAC Missionary Eric Briscoe share the gospel in the 
subways, and she got in touch with us. We sent her a Bible lesson to help determine 
where she is with the Lord.  

Last week when I was in the subways with Eric, in a competely different location than 
last time, the exact same woman noticed us and had her mail-in Bible lesson with her as 
she just finished it and was going to mail it that very day. Instead she just handed it to 
us! How amazing is that? As you can see from her answers, God appears to be working in 
her life. Please keep her in prayer. (I’ve kept back her name for privacy reasons.) 

 

I was invited by a  
church in Northern  
Maine to teach an  
“Evangelism Crash Course,”  
participate in an outreach where 
hundreds of the city’s non-churched population  
came,  and also preach the gospel on Sunday to the 
kid’s church. Between the two services there were about 100  
children. This is Parker, one of the children who said they  
made a decision to turn from their sin and trust Christ for the  
very first time! Parker wanted a copy of the finished painting I  
used to teach the message, and it was my pleasure to give it to  

him. I also wrote a note on the back to encourage him and let him know I'd 
be praying for him. I'd appreciate it if you'd please pray for him too! Please let me know if you’d like me to come to your 
church or Bible Study to teach on evangelism, help with an outreach, or serve however I can! 

 
 

One of the highlights of my entire 
life... I had the privilege to baptize my own  

daughter, 12-year-old Vivienne. As much as I love being her 
daddy, I am so grateful that she has professed faith in and is following a better 
Daddy, her Father in Heaven! You can watch a video of this baptism at  
http://Luke-15.org (under the “Videos” section). 

 
We are excited to be a part of what God is doing. It feels strange to walk away from a 15-year career 
in Computer Science, but we are excited that our family is now on a NEW path serving Jesus on the 
mission field! This is the biggest step of faith we have ever taken. We have no “plan B.” 

Your prayers and partnership are vital! If you 
would like to make us your own personal 
missionaries to support financially, please visit 
http://Luke-15.org/how-to-donate/ for 
instructions on how to do that.  

Or please contact us (603-244-6292 or 
mark@Luke-15.org) if you have any questions.  

Why did we give up our “safe” job to go bring 
the gospel of Jesus Christ to where the people 
are? We did it because people matter to God.  

We thank God for you! With love in Christ, 

Mark, Shelby, Vivienne, Juliana, Caleb & Gabriella 
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